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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION 

IT is not easy to produce a satisfactory edition of a work 
which has come down to us in a single document, especially 
when the document itself is late in date, and represents not the 
original text, but a version of the same, made by some unknown 
hand. Obscurities are sure to exist in a text so scantily attested 
and of such an uncertain tradition. In spite, however, of these 
inherent difficulties, I hope that the translation and editing of 
these new Odes of Solomon (with their associated and already 
known Psalms of Solomon) will be satisfactory ; for, although 
late in date, the text is very well preserved, and the translation 
from the Greek into the Syriac appears to have been carefully 
and conscientiously made. If we could come across some more 
traces of the newly-recovered work in the writings of the Fathers, 
or if, by good hap, we might find the lost Latin or a copy of 
the original Greek, much that is obscure in our presentation of 
the Odes would disappear. Meanwhile we have done our best 
with the material as we found it and as we were able to reinforce 
it : our thanks are due to scholarly friends who have assisted us 
with their keen revising eyes or their nimble emendating brains. 
My learned lady friends Mrs Lewis and Mrs Gibson have given 
me much assistance with the proofs : Mr Glover has criticised 
obscure passages and inadequate arguments ; and Professor 
Nestle has made some brilliant suggestions for the betterment of 
the text, and traces of his skilled hand may be seen at several 
points, of which I note especially Ode 7. 12, Ode 38. 14, Ps. v. 16, 
Ps. vii. 4, and Ps. xvii. 31. I think it is very likely that a skilled 
Coptic scholar could also do something to improve either the 
text or the translation in those Odes which have been transferred 
to the text of the Pistis Sophia, 
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION 

THE first edition of this book having been exhausted sooner 
than I had anticipated, I have decided not to delay the 
production of a new edition, which should, as far as possible, 
remove the errors of the former, and incorporate the results of 
the searching criticism to which the Odes and the manner of 
their presentation have been subjected. 

In response to a number of appeals, I have added a facsimile 
of the unique manuscript from which I have worked. Then, as 
far as conviction ruled, I have accepted a number of textual 
betterments from scholars in England, France and Germany. 
In the case of the Psalms of Solomon, I have added the readings 
of the curious fragment of these Psalms, preserved in a MS. in 
the Cambridge University Library, to which Dr Barnes has 
drawn attention. In the case of the Odes, the text and the 
translation and the theories connected therewith have been 
compared with those of Harnack-Flemming, Zahn, Ungnad- 
Stark, Batiffol-Labourt, Barnes, Bernard, Diettrich, Charles, 
Clemen, Gunkel, Haussleiter, Mead, Menzies, Nestle, Schulthess, 
Spitta and others. As the range of interpretation is very wide, 
and critical consent still seems to be somewhat remote, I have 
added a new section to review the work done on the Odes by 
the scholars referred to, and to give some estimate of its value 
in the most important cases. With these corrections and ex- 
pansions I hope the second edition will be as welcome as and 
not less useful than the first 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

In preparing the second edition for the press, it will be 
convenient to give in the first place, a bibliography of the most 
important reviews and notices of the Odes, which I have come 
across : the list makes no pretence at completeness ; but it will 
serve to indicate the currents of opinion, and special attention 
will be given to those articles or reviews which are important for 
the resolution of the problems connected with the Odes, by 
marking them with an asterisk. 

Dr J. Vernon Bartlet in British Weekly for Feb. 25, 1909. (Announce- 
ment of Discovery of the Odes.) 
Rendel Harris in Contemporary Review for April, 1909, ^ An Early 

Christian Hymn-book,^ 
J. M. Leendertz in 'EAtfcrw ij P(unK€ta <rov for May 6, 1909 (Utrecht). 

(Notice of Discovery etc.) 
Prof. Nestle in Kirchlicher Anzeiger fiir Wiirttemberg No. 49, 1909. 

(Notice of Discovery.) 
Louis Marias in Etudes par les Pires de la compagnie de Jhus for 

June 20, 1909. (Notice of Discovery and of Article by R. H. in 

Contemporary Review,) 
Rendel Harris. An Early Christian Psalter^ London (Nisbet and Co.), 

1909. Contains the greater part of the Odes in English with a 

brief introduction. 
Rendel Harris in The Quest, 1910, pp. 288 — 305. Text of lecture on 

*An early Judaeo-Christian Hymn-book' given before the Quest 

Society. 
G. R. S. Mead in The Quest. 1910, pp. 561 — 570. Review of Rendel 

Harris* Odes and Psalms of Solomon, 
G. R. S. Mead in The Quest, 19 10, vol. il pp. 166 — 169. Review of 

Harnack's Ein jOdisch-christliches Psalmbuch, 
Hamack in Sitzungsberichte der konig, preuss, Akademie for 1909. 

No. 51. Berlin. Notice of Discovery. 
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^ BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

* Times' Literary Supplement for Dec. 2, 1909. Brief Review. 
Schurer in TheoL LUeraturzeitung for Jan., 1910, pp. 6, 7. Review 
Record (or T>tc, 17, 1909. (Brief Notice.) 

Nestle in T/ieoL Lit.-Blatt (ox Jan. 7, 1910. Review of the Odes. 

The Christian IVor/d for ] An. 13, 1910. Review. 

W. B. Brash in The Methodist Times for Jan. 13, 1910. Review. 

Dr James Moffatt in British Weekly for Feb. 24, 191 o. Review. 

The Athenaeum for Jan. 15, 19 10. Review. 

R. S. Franks in the British Friend for Jan., 19 10. Review. 

H. Ramette in Le Chrktien Libre^ pp. 457 — 460. Review. 

Expository Times for Feb., 1910. Editorial Notice. 

Wohlenberg in Schleswig-ffolstein-Lauenburgisches Kirchen- u. Schulblati 
for Feb. 12, 19 10, No. 7. 

The Outlook for April 2, 19 10. Review. (New York.) 

Evening Bulletin for April 13, 1910. Account of Discovery. (Phila- 
delphia.) 

The Guardian for April 14, 1910. Review oi Early Christian Psalter, 

The Guardian for April 29, 1910. Review of Odes and Psalms. 

Buonaiuti in Rivista Storico-critica delle Scienze Teologiche for March, 
1910 (pp. 188 — 200). (Rome.) 

Daily News for March 11, 1910. Brief Review. 

* Times' Literary Supplement for April 7, 1910. A Church Hymnal oj 

the First Century. Review (by Dr R. H. Charles). 
H. Hansen in Der Alte Glaube for April 8, 19 10. Review, with transla- 
tion of three selected Odes into German verse. 
British Weekly (or April 27, 1910. Notice of Dr Hamack's book on 

the Odes. 
Great Thoughts for May 7, 1910. Review. 
♦Hamack and Flemming, Ein judisch-christliches Psalmbuch aus dem 

ersten Jahrhundert : in Texte u. Untersuchungen iii. 5. 4. Leipzig 

(Hinrichs) 19 10. 
Naime in Guardian for June 3, 19 10, p. 778. Review. 
Dr Johannes Haussleiter in TTieologisches Literaturblatt for ]\int 10, 19 10. 

Der judenchristliche Charakter der Oden Salomos. 
J. M. Leendertz. Die Oden von Salomo. Amsterdam (Portielje) 19 10. 
Dr Johannes Leipoldt in Allgemeine Evangelisch-Lutherische Kirchen- 

zeitung for July 8, 19 10. Die Lieder Salomos. 
Dr David S. Schaff in the Presbyterian Banner (America) for June 2, 

1 9 10. A Christian Hymn-Book of the First Century. 
Dr Barnes in Expositor for July, 1910, pp. 52 — 63. An Ancient 

Christian Hymn-Book. 
Dr Barnes vn Journal of Theological Studies for July, 1 910, pp. 573 sqq. 
The Text of the Odes of Solomon and pp. 615 sqq. Review of 
Hamack on the Odes. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES Xl 

*G. Diettrich in Die Reformation for May 8, June 5, Aug. 7, and Aug. 14, 

1 9 1 o. EinejMisch-christliche Liedersammlung aus dem apostolischen 

Zeitaiter, 
J. A. Montgomery in Biblical Worlds xxxvi. 93—100. The recently 

discovered Odes of Solomon. 
A. Wabnitz in Revue de Theologie et des questions religieuses xix. 351 — 

367. Un Psautier judto-chritien du 1^ sihle, 
Kennedy in Expository Times, July, 191 o, p. 444. Review of Harnack 

on the Odes. 
Dr R. H. Charles in Review of Theology and Philosophy for October, 

19 10, pp. 220 — 223. Review of Harnack^s book. 
R. H. Strachan in Expository Times for Oct., 1910. The newly recovered 

Odes of Solomon and their bearing on the Problem of the Fourth 

Gospel. 
Dr T. K. Cheyne in Hibbert Journal for Oct., 1910, pp. 208 — 212. 

Review of the Odes and Psalms and of Hamack's Judisch- 

christliches Psalmbuch, 
The Churchman for Oct., 1910. Review. 
R. Bultmann in Monatschrift fUr Pastoral Theologie Oct., 19 10. 

Ein jUdisch-christliches Psalmbuch aus dem ersten Jahrhundert. 
*Batiffol and Labourt in Revue Biblique for Oct., 19 10, pp. 484 — 500; 

and for Jan., 191 1, pp. i — 57. Les Odes de Salomon. (Not yet 

completed.) 
F. Spitta in Monatschrift fUr Gottesdienst und kirchL Kunst for 19I0, 

pp. 245 sqq. : 273 sqq. 
F. Spitta in Zeitschrift fUr die neutestamentlicJu Wissenschaft (Preuschen's 

Zeitschrift), Heft 3, 1910, pp. 193 — 290. Zum Verstdndnis der 

Oden Salomos, 
F. Spitta in Monatschrift fur Pastoral Theologie for Dec, 19 10, 

pp. 91 — 1 01. Die Oden Salomos und das neue Testament, 
W. Stark in Zeitschrift fur wissenschaftliche Theologie lii. N.F. xvii. 4. 
*Prof. W. A. Menzies in the Interpreter for Oct., 1910, pp. i — 22. 

The Odes of Solomon, 
Methodist Quarterly Review (American) for Oct, 19 10. Review of the 

Odes and Psalms zxid of lizxndic\i^s Jiidisch-christliches Psalmbuch. 
Bousset in Theologische Rundschau for Nov., 1910. Brief notice of 

Odes etc. 
M. J. Lagrange in Revue Biblique Internationale for Oct., 19 10, pp. 

593—596. Notice and Review. 
Dr J. H. Bernard in Spectator for Oct. 22, 1910. Notice of 

Discovery etc 
Kirsopp Lake in Theologisch Tijdschrift for 1910, xlv. pp. 89 — 92. 

Review. 
*Dr J. H. Bernard va Journal of Theological Studies for Oct., 1910. 
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Xll BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

Methodist Quarterly Review (American) for Jan., 191 1. Review of 

Harnack. 
Clemen in Theologische Rundschau^ pp. i — 19, Jan., 191 1. Die 

neuentdeckten Oden Salomos. 
*F. Schulthess in Zeitschrift fUr die neuiestamentliche Wissenschaft 

{PreuscherCs Zeitschrift\ Heft 3, 1910, pp. 249 — 258. Textkritische 

Bemerkungen zu den syrischen Oden Salomos. 
*H. Gunkel in Zeitschrift fUr die neutestanuntliche Wissenschaft {Preu- 

schen^s Zeitschrift\ Heft 3, 191 o, pp. 291—328. Die Oden Salomos. 
♦Wellhausen in Gottingische gelehrte Anzeigen for Sept., 19 10, pp. 629 — 

642. Review. 
S. Reinach in Revue Modemiste Internationale for Dec, 19 10, pp. 

457 — 458 (Geneva), a letter from S.R. i propos des Odes de 

Salomon. 
H. Bohmer in Kirchliche Rundschau fUr d, evang, Genieinden Rheinlands 

und Westfalens for 1910, pp. 215 sqq. : 238 sqq. ; 266 sqq. : 297 sqq. 
*Th. Zahn in Netu kirchliche Zeitschrift for 191 o, pp. 667 sqq. : 

747 sqq. 
*Ungnad and Stark in Kleine Textefiir theologische und philosophische 

Vorlesungen und Vbungen, Bonn, 1910. Die Oden Salomos, 
B. Hake in Deutsche Rundschau Jan., 191 1. Die Oden ^omos, 
H. Hansen. Die Oden Salomos in deutschen Nachdichtungen, Giitersloh 

(Bertelsmann) 191 1. 
Viteau and Martin, Les Psaumes de Salomon, Paris (I^ouzey et 

And) 191 1. 
♦Arthur C. Headlam in Church Quarterly Review for Jan. 191 1, 

pp. 272 — 302. Review. 
Meyer: Grosses KonverscUions-Lexicon, 6. Aufl. 22. Bd. Jahres-Supple- 
ment 1909 — 1910. 

p. 396. Harris, James Rendel....7%tf Odes of Solomon, 1909. 

p. 638. Oden Salomos, eine Sammlung von 42 jiidischen Psalmen 
in christlicher Bearbeitung etc., etc. 
Salomon Reinach in Revue de PHistoire des Religions, 19 10. {Annates 

du Mush Guimet.) Les Odes de Salomon, 
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BRIEF SUMMARY OF RECENT CRITICISMS 

In the previous edition a first attempt was made to elucidate 
the various problems which were presented by the new book of 
Odes. The Psalms which were attached to them were treated 
in a rapid manner, as there did not seem any necessity to go 
over again in detail the various critical results at which scholars 
had arrived with regard to their origin. It is sufficient to say 
that no considerations have been adduced which should invalidate 
the reference of the Solomonic Psalms to the period of the Roman 
Invasion of Judijea by Pompey, and of the years that followed 
the desecration of the Templet With r^ard to these Psalms 
the critics have been moving in converging paths to a conclusion 
from which there is no appreciable dissent. With regard, however, 
to the Odes and their place in the history of literature and of 
religion, no signs of such convergence or consent are yet to be 
seen. On every side doubts are expressed as to the explanations 
which I proposed. If, for example, it was suggested that they 
were Judao-Christian in origin, the contradiction comes from 
two opposite sides, one school affirming that they are not Christian, 
the other that they are not Jewish. If, again, the suggestion is 
made that the time of their composition is the latter part of the 
first century A.D., the contentions have to be met that they are 
(i) nearly a hundred years earlier or (2) nearly a hundred years 
later than the time proposed. If I suggest that the Odes 
frequently betray a Johannine vocabulary, but at the same time 
decline to recognise actual loans from the Fourth Gospel, pre- 
ferring to believe that the vocabulary in question is the theological 
language of a time and school which are not very remote from 
the time and school of thought of the author of the Fourth 
Gospel, one has to face the objections, on the one side that the 
theology is not that of a Christian but of a Jewish mystic, 
on the other side that it is the regular Christian theology of the 
Church after it has been charged to saturation with the thought 

' Prof. Cheyne, in the Hibbert Journal^ expresses a hope that I shall see my way 
to the abandonment of the identification of Pompey with the great dragon, and to the 
desertion of the chronology which is marked by the allusions to his death on the 
Egyptian shore. I am not to be allured from so certain a piece of critical investiga- 
tion into the by-paths of ancient astrology. 
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XIV BRIEF SUMMARY OF CRITICISMS 

and expressions of St John. On the one side there is the 
alluring hypothesis that we have discovered the missing link 
from which the Fourth Gospel itself depends, on the other side, 
the Odes are by invisible links dependent from the feet of 
St John. Rarely has so much variety of opinion been provoked 
by the publication of a new document from the lost library of 
the Early Church : even the Teaching of the Apostles did not 
evoke so many nor so varied suggestions. Indeed, on looking 
over what has been said on the subject, up to the time of the 
preparation of this second edition, there does not seem to be 
anything about which everyone seems agreed unless it should be 
that the Odes are of singular beauty and of high spiritual value, 
and that they are probably of Syro-Palestinian origin. Well ! 
that is something gained, for it means that we are moving still 
further away from the old belief that the origins of the Fourth 
Gospel are to be sought in Alexandria and that every presenta- 
tion of the doctrine of the Logos must have passed through the 
moulding hands of Philo. 

Let us then see what has been said on the subject of the Odes 
by recent writers. We begin, both chronologically and for other 
reasons, with Dr Harnack : he was almost the first in the field \ and 
for most of us who are engaged in historical and critical investi- 
gations into Christian origins and history, he is // maestro di color 
che sanno, Harnack*s book betrays in its preface the thesis that 
he means to defend, that the Odes of Solomon are a Jewish 
Psalm-book composed near the beginning of the Christian era 
and worked over again at no very distant date by a Christian 
hand. That is, Harnack accepts most of my arguments that 
there is little or nothing in many of the Odes that is so distinctly 
Christian as not to be equally well described as Jewish, and in 
those cases where the Christian hand must be recognised it is 
the hand of an interpolator. Without conceding the absolute 
unity of the collection, for we both agree that this unity may be 
broken in one or two cases by possible later intrusions, Harnack 
affirms that the general and obvious unity of style, by which the 
compositions are characterised, must be qualified by regarding 
the Odes as emanating from one hand or school, and passing 

1 He was partly anticipated by Diettrich, the first of whose remai'kable articles in 
Die Reformation was written and published before Hamack's work saw the light. 
We shall attend to these articles later on. 
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BRIEF SUMMARY OF CRITICISMS XV 

through another. Like myself, Hamack does not love the 
hypothesis of interpolations, but it is a hypothesis to which one 
must sometimes resort In particiifar, at the time when one 
great religion is passing into another, and the books are, of 
necessity, passing over with the migrant people, it is in the 
highest degree likely that Christian editions will be produced of 
favourite Jewish books. We have, in fact, proof positive of such 
transfers in the case of the Teaching of the Twelve Apostles and its 
dependence upon the Jewish Doctrine of the Tzvo Ways, and in the 
Christian additions which can be dissected out of the text of the 
Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs. Something of the same 
kind, but perhaps not quite so early, has happened in the famous 
Christian expansions of the text of Joseplius ; and, for a much 
less probable, but not impossible, parallel, we might refer tb 
those attempts which have been made to dissect original Jewish 
writings out of the Apocalypse of John, in which case the 
hypothesis of Vischer that we should treat the expression * God 
and the Lamb ' as an interpolated expansion of the Divine Name, 
has a seductive simplicity which, if I remember rightly, bewitched 
even Harnack himself, who confesses not to love hypotheses of 
interpolation. 

There is, however, not the least need to apologize for the use 
of such hypotheses, if the criticism .of the text breaks down for 
want of them. After all, it does not mean, in the present case, 
more than the substitution of two authors for one : it is not a 
case of multiplied redaction like that which is affirmed for the 
Pentateuch or Isaiah. Two authors are not too many for this 
little book; if two are intelligible where one is unintelligible, 
by all means let us have two: only let us keep in reserve the 
caution that it will always be easy to prove a document to be 
Jewish when you have dissected out of it everything that is 
Christian. 

Certainly I have no right, a priori, to object to the extension 
which Harnack makes of my first thesis, seeing that I had already 
set aside certain Odes which discussed the Virgin Birth and the 
descent into Had^s, as belonging to a relatively later stratum of 
thought than the main collection ; and if one may resort to the 
hypothesis of interjection for whole Psalms, how can one 
reasonably object to the hypothesis of interpolation in selected 
Psalms ; the interpolator has been admitted into the argument 
o. s. c 
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XVI BRIEF SUMMARY OF CRITICISMS 

on the greater scale, how can he be prohibited on the smallei* 
scale? Is it likely that the man who issues a new hymn- 
book, with which he incorporates some compositions of his 
own, will carefully keep his editorial hands off the rest of the 
collection ? Such is not the method of the modern compilers of 
hymn-books, who have less reason to tamper with the texts that 
they appropriate than people had in the rapidly changing beliefs 
of the early centuries. 

If Harnack is right, however, a curious phenomenon presents 
itself My hypothesis of a Judaeo-Christian composer, who 
betrays few of the external, signs of Christianity, because of the 
elevation of his personal experience above the levels of ritual 
practices and dogmatic definitions, is replaced by Harnack by 
the hypothesis of a Jewish composer who is as free from definite 
traces of Judaism as my assumed writer was of the corresponding 
elements of Christianity. The man who had no Eucharist (so 
far as his langfuage goes) is replaced by a man without a Passover, 
The man without a doctrine of penitence is replaced by a man 
who has no doctrine of sacrifice and no Day of Atonement The 
man who moves so lightly amongst the early Christian orders, as 
not to refer to a bishop, while apologizing for his own priesthood 
and apparently confounding deacons with evangelists, has to be 
replaced by a Jew, who loves the Temple but has not a word 
to say of the associated priesthood and ritual ! At first sight this 
looks very unlikely, and it is made more so, by the necessary 
deduction that the assumed non-ritualistic, undc^^atic, mystical 
Jew suffered interpolation at the hands of an equally non-ritual- 
istic, undogmatic and mystical Christian. At first sight, I say, 
this seems to be an improbable collocation : but it is not really 
so : for we start with the assumption of a mystical writer whose 
affinities are not with priesthoods or sacraments : one mystic is 
hereby conceded and perhaps a school : at all events, the Fourth 
Gospel offers striking analogies of similar spiritual elevation and 
detachment If, however, this mystical writer be conceded, he 
must be either Jew or Christian, and there is no serious difficulty 
in the use by a Christian mystic of a previously existing Jewish 
mystic. If such Jewish mystics existed, they must in many 
cases have passed over, or evolved into Christian mystics, and 
this almost makes the apparent duality of the hypothesis of 
Harnack into a unity again. The parts divided are so nearly 
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BRIEF SUMMARV OP CRITICISMS XVll 

one, that they easily re-compose into a close and ultimate 
connexion. 

Having said so much, Ihope I have made it clear that I am 
animated by ho hostility towards Hamack's treatment of the 
subject One cannot' read the book in which his theory is 
presented without admiration for the acuteness of its criticism, 
and the fertility of its illustration. Whether it be right or 
wrong, it is certainly a notable piece of work. Let us now 
take one or two cases in detail, in order that we may see the 
hypothesis in its actual application to the supposed interpolated 
Odes. 

In the middle of the 3rd Ode, Hamack marks an inter- 
polation in the 9th verse, as follows : 

8. I have been united to Him, for the Lover has found the 

Beloved : 

9. (And because I love him that is the Son, I shall myself become 

a Son) : 

10. For he that is joined to Him that is immortal, will also himself 

become immortal, 

11. And he who has pleasure in the Living One, will himself 

become living. 

Here Harnack's argument is that immortality comes from 
union with God, and that the allusion to the Son of God disturbs 
the sequence. He objects to my erasure of the plural points, so 
as to read * Living One' for * Life,' and thinks the parallelism is 
sufficient between Life and *the Immortal.* Thus the Ode 
becomes Jewish and not Christian except in the interpolated 
sentence. But with regard to the erasure of the plural points, it 
should be noticed that they would almost certainly be added if 
absent, that the parallelism is improved by their absence, that 
the title 'the Living One' (0 \^&v) is a characteristic early name 
for Christ It is involved again in Ode 8. 24, where the 
parallelism shows that the terms *the Beloved,' *the one that 
lives,* and 'the one that was saved (I)' all belong to Christ. 
Accordingly Zahn says of this passage, 

* ** Wer an den Lebendigen Wohlgefallen hat" Der Parallelis- 
mus membrorum empfiehlt es, mit Harris das Pluralzeicheh...zu 
ignorieren.* 

The words ' has pleasure in,' if we have rightly understood 
the Syriac, should correspond to a Greek €i5So^€ft) which is again 
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appropriate to a person, arid as the account of the Baptism of 
Jesus shows, to a particular person. But if the expression * the 
Living One * stands (especially when we remember the Johan- 
nine 'because I live ye shall live also/ and kindred passages), 
then it follows that Christ is referred to in the original Ode, or 
the alternative to this conclusion would be that the interpolation 
is more extended than a single verse. The latter alternative is 
very improbable. 

The concluding sentence of the Ode with reference to the 
' Spirit of the Lord which does not lie,' is rightly parallelled by 
Harnack with the dyftevBrj^ 0e6^ of Tit. i. 2, where notice again 
that it is immortality that is the gift involved in God's veracity ; 
* the hope of eternal life is what God promised before the world 
began.' The Christian doctrine of immortality is that ' God has 
given unto us eternal life, and this life is in ffis Son*(i Joh. v. 1 1). 
I see no reason to erase the reference to the Sonship in the 
one case which might not be applied in the other: nor any 
breach of continuity in a reference to the Son in one case which 
might not be equally affirmed in the other. 

It would, of course, be unfair to discuss a great hypothesis 
like Harnack's from the standpoint of a single interpolation : 
the third Ode, for example, might be Christian and be at the 
same time, a thing apart : but in so far as common authorship 
in the main body of the Odes is conceded, the proof that one of 
them is Christian is a proof of the Christianity of the collection. 

There are other cases of interpolation in the remaining Psalms 
where Harnack affirms it, which need to be examined in detail, 
f^or the present, however, let us keep to this third Ode, and 
discuss it in the light of another hypothesis which has been 
brought forward. 

Professor Menzies of St Andrew's University has made a 
variation upon Harnack's original suggestions. He feels on the 
one hand the difficulty of resort to interpolation, and on the other 
hand the general strength of the argument that these Odes 
are fundamentally Jewish. Accordingly Menzies proposes in a 
striking article in the Interpreter to discard the theory of inter- 
polation, and explain the apparently Christian allusions from the 
standpoint of Judaism. Let the reference to the Son stand : but 
interpret the Son as the ideal Israel, in harmony with the doctrine 
of the Old Testament that Israel is God's first-bom son, whom 
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He called out of Egypt, carried in the wilderness, &c. The third 
Ode now' reads as follows : ' 

Because I love Israel (the Son of God) 

I shall myself become an Israelite (Le. a Son of God). 

The language is that of a Jewish proselyte, who has come, as 
the Talmud says the disciples of Hillel did, 'under the wings of 
the Shekinah/ Professor Menzies affirms that this note of 
proselytism is characteristic of tKe Odes, and in that way having 
turn.ed the argumejit to his own account which I made of the 
proselytism of the w.ritpr, he describes the whole collection by 
the name of Psalms of the Proselytes. The advantage of this 
new hypothesis is, obvioys ; it g^ts rid of the resort to inter- 
polations ^nd restores to the collection a .substantial unity; it 
mediates between the Jewish mystics of Hamack and my own 
Judaeo-Christian proselyte author, by tl;i€ suggestion of the Jewish 
proselytes, and it opens up before the imagination a field'of 
spiritual life . in connexion with the propaganda of. Judaism, 
which is almost entirely a terra incognita. 

As I want to do justice to Professor Menzies' argument, I 
will try to show how it may be made to illun)inate certain other 
passages, and in particular, let us look a little closer into this 
same Ode. . In the earlier part of the Ode we find the following 
statement: 

Ode 3. V, 5. I love the Beloved and my soul loves Him ; • 
z/. 6. And where His rest is^ there also am I. 
V. 7. And I shall be no stranger there. 

For with the 'Lord Most High and Merciful, there is 
no grudging. 

Evidently the writer is speaking of spiritual privileges into 
which he has been introduced by God's grace and liberality. 
What is this divine Rest of which he speaks } It seems natural 
to refer to the terms in which God's dwelling in the Sanctuary 
is spoken of in theOld Testament, such as Ps. exxxii. 14, * Here 
is my rest^ liere will I dwell, for I have desired it' : or Ps. exxxii. 
8, * Arise, O Lord, into thy r^j/, thou and the ark of thy strength,' 
or to Isaiah Ixvi. i, 'What house will ye build me, or what is 
the place of my rest?' God's rest is, then, the Jewish temple^ j 

' We might compare Isho'dad on John xiv. 1; *He calls mansions... the abiding^ 
rests; because all rests and enjoyments are ours in dwellings.' . 
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and the writer of the Ode is expressing the privilege which he has 
obtained by his proselytism, of passing beyond the middle wall 
of partition, from the Court of the Gentiles to the Court of the 
Israelites. It is precisely the situation which St Paul describes 
in spiritual language in Eph. ii. 19, 

* Ye are no more strangers and sojourners, but fellow-citizens of 
the saints, and of the household of God. . rtbe whole building groweth 
to an holy temple in the Lord.' 

The reference to the Sanctuary, however it is to be explained, 
is a mark of the third Ode, just as it is in the much-disputed 
Ode which follows it. And if in the third Ode the Sanctuary 
(whether spiritual or literal) is the place of God's rest, in the 
fourth Ode, it is forcibly described as the place of God's heart. 
For it is God's promise to Solomon that * my eyes and my heart 
shall be there continually' (2 Chron. vii, 16) which is responsible 
for the curious expression, * Thou hast given Thy heart to thy 
believers.' Here again we see that the Temple is in the view 
(whether near or far) of the writer. 

These instances will suffice to show the strength of Prof. 
Menzies' hypothesis. It enables us, as we have said, to avoid 
interpolation ; it emphasises the language of the proselyte which 
had been previously detected in the Odes; and it makes it 
unnecessary to explain away, as so many have done, the evident 
affection of the writer for the actual temple at Jerusalem \ 

I have discussed this particular Ode at length in order to give 
a, clear idea of the theory of Prof. Menzies and the way it 
mediates between Prof. Hamack's view and my own. The 
difficulty in accepting it lies in the fact that it does not explain 
many of the passages which Harnack had got rid of by the 
theory of interpolation. The simple case of the third Ode does 
not find parallels in the rest of the book. How, for example, 
would one read the Jewish proselyte into the following passage 
in which "Harnack had conceded a Christian element? 



1 This question of the reality of the allusions to the Temple comes ^p most 
definitely in the 4th Ode, where it has to be discussed. If we do not allow a real 
reference to the Temple, as I am disposed to mamtain, we must say with Zahn 
{Die 'Oden Salomos, p. 753) *Dadurch wird klar, dass er nicht an ein von Men- 
schenhiinden bereitetes Gotteshaus mit Vorhofen und Altaren denkt, wie der alte 
Psalmist, sondem an ein geistliches Hans.' 
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Ode 31. (He opened His mouth and spake grace and joy: 
And He spiike a new song of praise to His name ; 
And He lifted up His voice to the Most High, 
And offered to Him the sons that were with him, . Cf. Joh. 

- And His face was justiiied, for them had His holy Father ?^^*-' ^*^* 
. . given Him.) 

Come forth, ye that have been afflicted. 

Surely Harnack must be right in marking this passage as 
Christian : and unless the whole Ode is to be counted Christian, 
an interpolation must be assumed. There is no place for a 
Jewish proselyte here. 

It seems, then, that the amendment moved by Professor 
Menzies to Hamack's interpretation is not of sufficient scope to 
cover the difficult passages. In some respects it Is a brilliant 
suggestion, but it is inadequate. In one feature it is, I 
believe, nearer to the truth than Hamack's own exposition, in 
that it realised the traces of proselytism which are in the Odes. 
These are hardly appreciated by Harnack. For example, he 
passes very rapidly by the allusions to the Creation that does 
not keep Sabbath (with its obvious consequence in the de- 
sabbatizing of proselytes). Harnack has brushed this argument 
on one side, too hastily as I think, and others have followed 
him. His argument is as follows: the words *do not keep 
sabbath' in the illustrative sentence quoted from Justin have 
nothing corresponding to them in the Ode; and therefore an 
anti-judaic polemic is not to be thought of. In fact the Ode is, 
like others, of Jewish origin. Upon which 1 remark, that the 
Sabbath is involved in the previous sentence that * God rested 
from all his works,* and therefore a definite Sabbatic reference 
with regard to the nwtion of the luminaries was not required : 
and further there is no doubt that the reference to the motion of 
Sun, Moon and Stars on the Sabbath day is one of the chief 
anti-judaic arguments of the early Church. For example, take 
Gregory of Nyssa, Tesiimonia adversus Judaeos, 13, in a section 
headed Tre/ol toO aafifiari^eiv and we find that the argument 
against the Sabbath concludes with these words : 

7ra>9 a ^Xto9 KoX aeKifivfi koX aarpa top 
&purfjiAvov Sp6pop itCTckei zeal rfS aaftfidT^; 
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The writer is using tip earlier material in the shape of anti- 
judaic testimonies : and the parallelism between this particular 
testimony and the language of the sixteenth Ode is so striking 
that we must gonvict the Ode of an.anti-judaic tendency. 

Harnack fails also, as I did to some extent myself, to 
emphasise and interpret the repeated allusion to a circumcision 
that was spiritual and not carnal. It is not sufficient in such a 
connexion to say thiit circumcision of the heart is a common- 
place of the Old Testamient and of the prophets. Why does 
the writer introduce it, npt in the manner of exhortation, 
but as a personal experience, unless he is speaking fnore 
proselytortim ? The ordinary Jewish mystic (supposing the 
species to have been discovered) is not likely to break out 
into song on this note. 

Then the references made by the Odist to his being of 
another race need a closer examination. In Ode 41 Harnack 
isolates the remarkable passage contained in w. 8 — 10, as an 
interpolation ; but while admitting that the passage reminds one 
of the *new creature in Christ* of whom Paul speaks, he makes 
the strange statement that the interpolator this time is a Jew. 
This Jewish interpolator is followed by a Christian interpolator 
in the passage from v. 12 to the end (*The Saviour who makes 
alive and does not reject our souls, the man who was humbled * 
&C.). It would surely have been simpler to admit that the 
language was that of a proselyte, and not to make this fantastic 
variation from the original Jewish author to a second Jewish 
interpolatot, followed in his turn by a Christian annotator. The 
solution \% too cumbrous to be the real one : but this must not 
be allowed to prejudice our judgment in other cases, in which 
the dissecting knife appears to be used with extraordinary skill. 
Whatever the final judgment may be as to the value of HamackV 
solution, there can be no doubt that it is criticism of a very high 
order. 

I now turn to a third hypothesis, in some ways more 
remarkable than either the doubtful one of Harnack or the 
rejected one of Menzies, In the Journal of Theological Studies 
for October 19 10, Dean Bernard has launched the theory that 
these Odes are not Jewish (whether mystic or proselyte) nor 
Judaeo-Christian, but simply Christian ; that they are songs of 
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newly-baptized persons, or proper to be sung over such, and 
that they belong to a much later date than has been supposed. 
Bernard suggests 150 A.D., which is the time to which Zahn and 
others would refer them, but I gather from him privately that he 
thinks this date too early, and is rather disposed to press the 
close of the second century as their time of composition. In 
some respects this solution has points of contact with Professor 
Menzies, for Psalms of the Baptized is a Christian way of writing 
Psalms of the Proselytes, in the period when baptism was adult 
baptism, and in that sense every believer was a proselyte. 
Bernard's hypothesis, however, sweeps away all that Harnack 
has said on the subject, and a good deal of my own reasoning. 
For it is clear that if the date be far on in the second century, all 
references to a pre-Johannine school of Christian or of Jewish 
thought may be swept on one side. At such a date the paral- 
lelisms with St John are equivalent to quotations, and no other 
explanation needs to be made of them. We are not likely to 
find the missing link in the ancestry of St John's Gospel from a 
Christian semi-liturgical book of songs at the end of the second 
century. 

What, then, are the reasons from which Dr Bernard proceeds ? 
For it must be said at once that the case is argued with such 
learning and force as to make the article to which we refer the 
most remarkable that has yet appeared. The case is as follows. 
Bernard points out that a number of striking passages in the 
Odes can be at once illustrated from the early baptismal rituals. 
For example, it seems certain that in the early Syrian Church 
and in the closely associated Armenian Church, baptized persons 
were arrayed in white robes, and crowns, or garlands, were 
placed on their heads. The white raiment is well known, but 
the crowns, which are not a feature of Western religion, as far as 
it is known to us, have been lost sight of. It is these crowns, 
according to Bernard, that are alluded to in such passages as 
the first Ode, * The Lord is on my head like a crown, and I shall 
not be separated from Him.' The same figure recurs in the 5th, 
9th, 17th and 20th Odes. The white garments are also exactly 
parallelled by the allusions in the Odes to the putting on of 
brightness or clothing oneself with light. In the Odes this 
bright raiment is spoken of as an exchange for * the coat of skin' 
in the third chapter of Genesis ; and Dr Bernard shows that this 

as. d 
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very allusion is found in the early descriptions of Baptism, as, 
for instance, in the following passage from Jerome, 

'Praeceptis Dei lavandi sumus, et cum, parati ad indumentum 
Christi, tunicas pelliceas deposuerimus, tunc induemur veste linea, 
nihil in se mortis habente, sed tota Candida.' (£p. ad Fabiolam, 

LXIV. 20.) 

Dr Bernard goes on to argue that the Odes also contemplate 
Baptism when they refer to the * Seal ' on the one hand, and to 
the ' Living Water * on the other. With regard to the * Seal,' 
Dr Bernard thinks he has a less strong case for identification 
with Baptism than with regard to the * Living Water/ I think 
he entirely underestimates the value of his own argument, when 
he says that the references to the Seal are * few in number, and 
their meaning is not as clear as is that of the Living Water.* 
The history of the ' Seal * is obscure, nor can it easily be said 
when it passed from being a mark of ownership to a sacramental 
sign, but that it did become a talisman is certain, and there 
IS much to be said for the belief that this talismanic virtue 
of baptism is reflected upon the language of the Odes. For 
example, in the Ads of Paul and Thecla the talismanic force of 
baptism is implied in Thecla's words to Paul, * Give me only the 
sign of God, and no temptation shall touch me.* But this is 
exactly parallel to Ode 4. 7, 8, 

* Who is there that shall put on thy grace and be hurt ? For 
thy seal is known &c.' 

Another curious illustration may be taken from Cyprian's 
Testimonia (ll. 10) where Cyprian explains that Goliath was 
killed by a blow on his forehead because his head had not been 
sealed. * By this seal we also are always safe atid live\' 

There is, therefore, much to be said for Dr Bernard's conten- 
tion that the * seal ' in the Odes does sometimes refer to baptism, 
even if it should not turn out to be always used in this sense. 

But it is just at this point that the difficulty of the inter- 
pretation lies : while it may be freely granted that the ascription 
of talismanic virtue to the waters of baptism is early, and that it 
becomes almost universal (as may be seen by its prevalence even 
to the present day), it must not be overlooked that the Seal and its 
talismanic value are also both pre-Christian, We need only turn 
* See also a similar reference from Lactantius on p. 80 infra. 
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to the Psalms of Solomon in support of this statement Thus kl 
Psalms of Solomon xv. 8, we are told that * the sign of the Lord 
is upon the righteous for their salvation ' ; and in the same way 
in XV. 10, *the mark of perdition is upon the forehead (of sinners).' 
Granted that this may be based on the signing and sealing in 
the ninth chapter of Ezekiel, it is nevertheless clear that Ezekiel 
could be interpreted, and actually was interpreted, mystically 
before Christian baptism was even thought of. We must there* 
fore be on our guard against reading back a late baptismal 
gnosis into early Christian or Jewish records. 

An even more remarkable case for the need of caution occurs 
in Bernard's identification of the dragon with seven heads in 
Ode 22. 5. This dragon is supposed to be latent in the waters 
of baptism, as originally in the river Jordan, according to a 
passage in Job (xi. 18) where Leviathan will take the Jordan 
into his mouth; Bernard quotes appropriately from Cyril of 
Jerusalem, Catecheses iii. 11 : 

o Spd/etov fjv iv roi9 itaa Karh rhv ^Idfiy 6 Bixpfuvo^ 
rov *lopBdvr)v iv r^ arofiar^ avrov. 

To the various allusions to this dragon who lurks in the 
midst of the waters which Bernard collects from the Eastern 
Baptismal rituals, I add the following passage of Bar Salibi from 
his commentary on MatthewM 

* Baptizatus est...ut confringeret caput draconis spiritalis qui in 
aquis reptabat, quern etiam olim immersit per Pharaonem/ 

Here is again the dragon lurking in the water of Jordan whose 
head is broken when Christ is baptized : and I find that Bar 
Salibi has taken this passage from an earlier Syriac writer, 
Moses Bar Kepha; for in a MS. of that writer in my possession, 
in which the meaning of baptism is discussed, there occurs the 
following passage : 

Xms Aiiiflfiftg^y mv n\g t^Va •^t^.l ocd .Kocd 

i.e. * And again, it was in order that he might bruise the head 
of the spiritual dragon because he lurked in the waters : in the 

^ Lc. in trans, p. 98. 
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same way as erst he typically drowned that dragon, by means of 
Pharaoh the Egyptian, in the Red Sea.* In this way Bernard's 
argument is re-inforced, so far as the belief is affirmed (especially 
the belief of Oriental Christians) that the devil lurks in the 
waters of baptism, and requires to have his head broken (i) by 
Christ, (ii) by the insufflation and chrism of the water. 

But here again caution would be wise ; for thie dragon with 
seven heads is not a Christian conception arrived at by applying 
baptismal gnosis to the Old Testament; we see him again 
in the Psalms of Solomon^ where by almost every critic he is 
recognised as the equivalent of Pompey and not of the devil or 
his counterpart the Leviathan of Job : he appears also in the 
Apocalypse certainly at a time anterior to the development of 
any baptismal gnosis : and when we look more closely at the 
langruage of the twenty-second Ode, we get quite a different kind 
of dragon from the mystical one of Bernard {Draco aquatilis 
Bemardt). He is indeed a water-snake ; but his nearest zoologi- 
cal representative lies in quite another direction than the book 
of Job or even the ninety-first Psalm. For this dragon has a 
wicked poison which has to be eliminated, and when his hecuis 
have been broken, the roots have to be destroyed. So it is a bona 
fide hydra which is in the imagination of the Odist One has 
only to recall the story of Hercules and the Lernaean Hydra, 
the battle with the hydra-heads, the searing of the roots, and the 
ravages wrought by the poison of the creature, to^make it a fair 
suggestion that Bernard has mistaken the species, and that what 
he saw was really a Hydra spiritalis Harrisii, an older form 
zoologically than the ecclesiastical specimen to which Dr Bernard 
introduced us. The baptismal metaphors may turn out to have 
been borrowed from an earlier stratum of Christian thought, as 
well as from the Old Testament. 

Perhaps the most striking of Dr Bernard's illustrations will 
be found in the quotations which he brings to bear on the 
obscurities at the b^inning of the 24th Ode, where the abysses 
cry out with terror at the Baptism of the Lord. Dr Bernard 
observes that * all Eastern Baptismal rites bring in the idea that 
the waters were terrified at the coming of Christ for Baptism.' 
The Scriptural basis for this belief is Ps. Ixvii, 17, 18, *The 
waters saw thee and were afraid, the abysses were troubled.' 
Bernard gives many striking patristic and liturgical parallels 
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for these beliefs ; and, taken all together, they make a very 
strong impression. His whole argument must be carefully 
studied. I have only touched on a few points in the briefest 
manner. 

If it should turn out that there is good ground for Dr Bernard's 
contention, the whole question of the date will have to be re- 
considered, and, in part, the history of the baptismal rite will have 
to be re- written. It will not follow, even then, that the date of the 
Odes is as late as Dr Bernard suggests. Take, for instance, the 
single point, which he so forcibly expounds, that the baptized 
in early ritual wore crowns. A reference to Hermas will show 
that there was a controversy in the early Church of the West 
as to whether baptized people should be crowned or not, and 
it is decided in the negative, because the crown belongs properly 
to the Martyrs. Thus in Similitude VIII (the great willow) the 
angel gives slips of willow to be planted by the believers, and 
scrutinizes the result of the planting. Those who put forth 
shoots and bring forth fruit are crowned with garlands of palm. 
Those who put forth shoots without fruit are not crowned ; but 
all alike have the white raiment and the seal. The meaning 
of this is that all baptized people are not crowned ; the crown 
belongs to the martyrs, 'those who have wrestled with the 
devil and overcome him.* And the suggestion arises that the 
garlanding of baptized people which Dr Bernard detects in the 
Eastern rituals was discontinued in the West at a very early 
period, or never definitely adopted. 

Something of the same kind goes on with regard to another 
form of honour. The Odist speaks of becoming one of the men 
on the right hand, whatever may be covered by that term (cf 
Ode 19,' They who receive in its fulness are the ones on the right 
hand *). And in the Visions of Hermas we have a scene in which 
he wishes to sit at the right hand of the Church, but is refused that 
position, because that place belongs to those who have actually 
suffered for the name. So Hermas (see the account in Vis. Ill) 
has to sit on the left hand. It seems clear that there has been 
a transfer of some kind of honour from the ordinary believers to 
the Martyrs. The case is like the previous one. 

I should not, therefore, be surprised to find that Bernard's 
case for a late dating of the Odes will have, even from his own 
point of view, to be revised. He will certainly be in difficulties 



Digitized by 



Google 



XXVlll BRIEF SUMMARY OF CRITICISMS 

over the interpretation of the references to the Sanctuary in the 
fourth Ode, which are too definite and too Jewish to be got rid 
of. Perhaps we shall see more clearly the essential Judaism 
of this Ode, if we examine a little more closely the proof of the 
unchangeableness of the Sanctuary which the Rabbis deduce 
from Exod. xv. 17. We shall be able to show that this passage 
of Exodus was actually in the mind of the writer, and that he 
is commenting on the following sequence : 

eiaa^arfo^v tcara<j>vrevaov ainov^ eh Spo^ KXffpqpofila^ <tov, 
eh Stoi/jlov KaroiKfjTijpiQP aov h fearrfpriiToOy Kvp$€. 
dylacfuif K.vpie, o rjTOifiaaav al %€i/>€9 aov, 
Kvpio^ ffaaikevcov top ai&va koX iir al£va tcaX h-i. 

Let us see how Philo would comment on this passage : 
the treatise De Plantatione § 47 sqq. introduces the text as 
above: he begins with an explanation in terms of the Stoic 
philosophy, that the highest life is that which is in accordance 
with nature and that this is what is meant by being planted in 
the mountain of the Lord's inheritance. He then reverts from 
his philosophical speculations to the earlier doctrine that the 
sanctuary was made, as a reflexion from holy things, an imita- 
tion of an archetype ; after which he continues as follows : 

* But in order that no one should suppose that the Creator 
has need of any of the things that are macUy he subjoins the 
following most necessary addition, " Reigning for eternity and 
beyond eternity," for a king is in need of no one, but his subjects 
are in everything in need of him ! ' 

It will be seen that this at once explains why the Ode which 
began with ' No man changeth thy holy place,' should go on with 
* Thou hast given us thy fellowship, it was not that thou wast in 
need of us, but that we are in need of thee.' 

Philo and the Odist are both working over the same Rab- 
binical gnosis on the fifteenth chapter of Exodus. And it is 
from the Jewish side of Philo's mind and not from the 
Hellenistic and philosophical, that the parallel is made. We 
see, then, that it is right to ascribe a Jewish background to the 
fourth Ode. In fact, the weak point of Bernard's argument lies 
just there, that the Jewish background of the Odes is too patent 
to be neglected. The ultimate origin of the coats of light in 
place of coats of skin must be Jewish : the mere allegorisation 
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of Genesis by Christian hands is insufficient to explain a belief 
which, as I have shown, can be illustrated from the great Jewish 
and leading Gnostic teachers, and is perpetuated in the Kabbala 
and in folk-lore, A Christian allegorisation of Genesis cannot be 
responsible for all this. At the same time, it is well known that 
all the early Christian teachers used up Genesis by the way of 
gnosis and allegory in their teachings of redemption by Christ. 

In this way it will be seen that Jewish expositions are 
necessary to the right understanding of the references to the 
unchangeable sanctuary, whatever meaning be attached to it : 
even if a reference to Jerusalem's fortunes be denied or to any 
other temple, the explanation of the fixity of the sanctuary is 
to be sought in Jewish writers, as I think I have pointed out. 

While I am writing on this point a remarkable confirmation 
comes to light of the early belief in the pre-existence of the 
Sanctuary at Jerusalem, and its consequent inviolability, which 
I hold to underlie the language of the opening verses of the 
fourth Ode. In an odd quarter, too, the evidence alluded to 
makes its appearance. The last number of Anthropos (Heft i. 
191 1 ) contains an account by the Carmelite father Anastase 
Marie, of Bagdad, of his recovery of the sacred books of the 
Yezidees from their hiding place in the mountain of $injar, in 
the Mesopotamian plane between Mosul and Aleppo, about due 
south from Mardin. These Yezidees, commonly known as devil- 
worshippers, appear to have been originally devoted to the wor- 
ship of the Demiurgos as against that of the true God, and 
they represent the survival of an early Oriental sect, perhaps of 
Jewish origin. For however much they may disown the Jews 
in these newly-found documents, and affirm their racial priority 
to them, it is clear that they believed in the pre-existence of 
Jerusalem, as the following passage will show: 

Yczidi Black-book (Anthropos Lc, p. 37) : 

XVII. * The Lord then descended to Jerusalem, and ordered 
Gabriel to bring a little earth from the four cardinal points of the 
earths He did so. To this earth he added air, fire and water, 
and thus created the first mani He gave him a soul, taken from 
his own almightiness. He ordered Gabriel to put Adam in Para- 
dise, eta' 

^ Which four points are, according to early Fathers, latent in the four letters of 
the name of Adam. 
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Here the pre-existence of Jerusalem to the creation of man 
is clearly involved. We have an excellent parallel to the 
doctrine that ' thy holy place thou didst design before thou didst 
make (other) places'.' 

All of this makes a late date impossible, nor will the position 
of honour given to the Odes in the Pistis Sophia be explicable, 
unless the early date of the Odes be conceded, or unless 
Dr Bernard succeeds in lowering the date of the Pistis Sophia 
as well as that of the Odes. 

I have stated Bernard's caise rapidly, with inevitable omission 
of many of his striking parallels and illustrations, and without 
trying to break the force of his criticism by drawing attention 
to its exaggerations. Dr Bernard does not seem to be aware 
(or was not aware, until I drew his attention to it) that his case 
had been anticipated. In a series of articles published in Die 
Reformation Dr Diettrich had anticipated Bernard in detecting 
references to baptismal customs and had equally anticipated 
Harnack in the assumption of a Jewish background for the 
Odes. In the first of the series of articles, published as far back 
as May 1910, Diettrich held that the later stratum was definitely 
Christian and the earlier was Essene ; but, after the first article 
was out, he had read Harnack's criticisms and reviewed the 
whole matter more closely, coming to the conclusion that the 
later Odist was not an orthodox Christian but that he belonged 
to a little-known group of Eastern heretics whom Diettrich 
proposed to identify. It is unfortunate that the separate articles 
appeared in such an out-of-the-way corner, and that, they were 
too summarily set aside as fantastic by those German critics 
who read them. Diettrich had the advantage, from his studies 
on the Nestorian Baptismal Liturgy, of recognizing any parallels 
that might exist between the Odes and the Ritual, just as 
Bernard was helped by Conybeare s publication of the Ritual 
of the Armenians, Moreover, his excellent Syriac scholarship 
contributes frequently to the right understanding of the meaning 
of some difficult passages. Whether Bernard and Diettrich have 
reached the final explanation of the parallels between the Odes 
and the Eastern Rituals is the matter that has now to be 
decided. In a recent criticism in the TluoL Tijdschrift Mr Lake 

' Is it possible that the original language of the Ode was * thy holy place thou 
didst design before thou mcuUst titan ' ? 
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hais thrown out, independently, the same suggestion as Diettridi 
and Bernard, that the Odes are not a case of ' Mystic' but oF 
* Sacramental Mystic ' ; that is the problem that at present is 
before us. The remaining question, after this problem is solved, 
will be the residual Judaism of the Odes. If Bernard is rig^t 
that the Odes are all Christian, and late as well as Christian, the 
Jewish background has to be denied or explained away: if 
Diettrich is right that the Odes are strongly coloured by 
Essem'sm, then much of Bernard's argument will be weakened ; 
the ' white robes ' in which the singer is assumed to be clad, will 
be Essene drapery, and the songs before sunrise, which Bernard 
refers to the Easter baptisms, will be illustrated from the well- 
known solar adorations of the ascetics of the Jordan valley and 
the Dead Sea. I reserve my own judgment as to whether such 
explanations are at all required. They may all be vitiated by 
over-subtlety. I do not, however, wish to spoil 5o interesting a 
debate by summing it up prematurely. 

Of the many other tracts and discussions which have' 
hitherto appeared, it must suffice to refer briefly to two.oi^ 
three. 

The revision of the Syriac text by Schulthess in Freuschte's 
Zeitschrift is excellent, and contains some of th6 best things' 
that have been said linguistically and with reference to the 
translation. I am pleased to find that, while recognizing the 
excellence of Flemming's translation (as I myself am forward 
to do) he points out that my renderings are not always to be 
rejected for Flemming's. Some of the differences liietween us 
were due to unfortunate misprints or transcriptions, which I 
have done my best to remove in the present edition. With 
Schulthess should be taken the valuable reviews of my book 
and of Harnack's by Wellhausen in the Gottingische gelehrte 
Anzeigen for September 1910. As was to be expected, the 
criticism of the text is searching and the interpretations pro- 
posed are acute. W. will not allow that the Odes are Jewish ; 
even the reference to the unchangeable sanctuary is to be 
treated as ideal, and the Odes furnish no definite historical date. 
They know nothing of the Law, but only of the yoke of Love. 
Their idea of God is as un-Jewish as possible ; the initiation 
by circumcision is replaced by that through the Spirit The 
community to which the writer belongs is grounded on inward, 
o. s. * 
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rather than outward, fellowship. The transitions in the Odes 
from the speaking believer to the speaking Christ are illustrated 
by Bacchic parallels. While the Odes are as little to be classed' 
^s Gnostic as the Fourth Gospel itself, they show some Gnostic 
tendencies, and W. suggests that we might compare the Mandaean 
hymns, which I have not yet been able to do. 

A number of other criticisms lie before me. In the same 
number of Preuschen's Zeitschrift to which I have referred for 
Schulthess' discussion of the text of the Odes, there will be found 
an article by Spitta (one of several which he has written), in 
which, according to \i\s.mitier^ he dissects the Odes into Jewish 
and Christian elements, and arrives independently at conclusions 
6ot differing very widely from those of Harnack. This is 
followed by a very interesting article by Gunkel, who discards 
Harhack's . hypothesis in favour of a reference to a heretical 
Christian sect, to which there was a secret initiation, as betrayed 
by the language of Ode 8, which Bernard explains by the 
theory oVdiscipltha arcanu Finally Preuschen himself promises 
to prove that the Odes are the work of the great Gnostical Mystic 
Valentinus. It is not difficult to imagine some of the arguments 
that will be brought forward. It is clear that it will be some 
time before these investigations are concluded and the final 
grains of truth gathered from the miscellaneous heap of opinions. 
L Meanwhile, we ought not to lose sight of the spiritual value 
of the recovered document, which cannot be seriously affected 
by the variety. of the solutions that may be offered as to the 
time and place of its production. Dr. A. C. Headlam's article 
in X\ie Church Quarterly Review^ which has just come to my 
hands, expresses this duty, in a very able and sympathetic 
discussion. 
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CRITICISMS. 

In the pages that precede I have attempted to give some 
view of the critical debate that has been in progress with regard 
to the right interpretation and correct chronology of the Odes. 
It has been difficult to obtain a correct representation of what is 
really a moving picture. As I left the matter in the foregoing 
summary Dr A. C. Headlam's article in the Church Quarterly 
Review had just appeared and had delighted me by its apprecia- 
tion of the spiritual value of my book of songs, and by its just 
handling of many of the points that had to be decided. It also 
seemed to me to be very, judicious in its estimate of what one 
may call the Baptismal Parallels of Dean Bernard, for while 
recognising much that was forcible in the criticism, Headlam 
also suggested that the elevated tone of the writer's experience 
implied a certain priority over the highly evolved Gnosis to 
which Bernard drew attention. The baptismal cult was, in fact, 
reposing upon an earlier stratum, and there was no need to 
chronologically depress the Odes to the level, say, of the 
N^storian Liturgy. As the Odes themselves would say, 
"That which is earlier shall not be changed by those that 
are younger than itself" Dr Headlam's actual language is as 
follows; 

" The writer of the Odes is thinking primarily of the new life 
he is experiencing and not of Baptism. No doubt he had been 
baptized. No doubt Baptism may have provided language to 
express his own spiritual experience, but it is not of Baptism that 
he is thinking. Further, in some cases this reference to Baptism is 
forced and unreal. It would be far truer to say that language 
which is here as elsewhere used of the Christian life as a whole 
was quite naturally introduced into baptismal services and songs 
and so obtained a specialized use. This particular development of 
his theory on which Dr Bernard insists is probably more than 
doubtful.'* 
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There has also just reached me an article by S. Reinach in 
the Revue de rHistoire les Religions {Annates du Musie Guimet) 
for 1910, in which there is contained a brilliant survey of the 
question of the Odes, expressed with the acuteness and insight 
that one would naturally expect from such a quarter. I have 
no wish to re-analyse the analysis of M. Reinach, but there is 
one passage in which he appears to say something like what we 
just now quoted from Headlam. On p. 15 of the reprinted 
article which M. Reinach has kindly sent me, after discussing 
Bernard's hypothesis in detail, he says: 

"Dans I'hypoth^se oil les Odes de Salomon auraient ^t^ 
adoptees par I'^glise chr^tienne, ou par telle partie judai'sante 
de cette 6glise, on comprendrait que cette litt^rature dont le 
m^rite n'est pas mediocre, eiit exerc^ de Tinfluence sur le langage 
m^taphorique usiti pour le sacrement de bapteme." 

If I understand this rightly, it runs parallel to Dr Headlam's 
suggestion, but at the same time runs farther, into the terra 
incognita of the history of baptismal symbols, and into a branch 
of literature that corresponds to it, and is itself equally unknown. 
M. Reinach does not commit himself to any definite position, 
but makes a half promise that when the translators have come 
to some closer agreement as to the rendering, and the inter- 
preters are a little nearer to one another and to the meaning, he 
may return to the subject again. As far as 1 am concerned, he 
will be sure of a hearty welcome. 

It is clear that M. Reinach is right that we have to go 
a good way in the acceptance of the Bernard parallels (" les 
ressemblances si ing^nieusement signal^es"). Accordingly I 
pick up the threads of the argument again, and turn once more 
to the loom. 

It was suggested a little way back that the treatment of the 
dragon with seven heads was too exclusively made from the 
standpoint of the Baptismal ritual, and that there was in the 
figure a pre-Christian origin (as shown by the Psalms of 
Solomon) and perhaps a pagan parallel of great antiquity, for 
which the closest correspondence would be found in the Lemaean 
Hydra of Hercules. This, at all events, helped us to explain 
the destruction of the wicked poison of the dragon, and of his 
roots. Thus there would be more dragons involved than the 
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Levtathail who would swallow up the Jordan, or the Pharaoh 
who pursues the Israelites in the Red Sea. 

To be quite fair to Bernard's hypothesis, we will sho<^ that 
the virus of the dragon in the midst of the waters was actually 
exorcised in the waters of baptism, according to early Chffetian 
belief, and we shall also sugges't that the dragon in the Jordan 
still exists in the local folk-lore. 

For the first of these points it is sufficient to refer to Cyprian 
Ep. Ixviii (Hartel, p. 764), where Cyprian says definitely : 

^'diaboli nequitiam pertinacem usque ad aquam salutarem 
ualere, in baptismo autem omne nequitiae suae mirus atnittere, quod 
exemplum cernimus in rege Pharaone"^ 

here we have the baptismal parallel to the language of Ode 22 
" Thy right hand destroyed his wicked poison." Cyprian con- 
tinues with the argument that serpents and dragons lose their 
poison when they pass from dry places into waters : 

♦* nam si scorpii ^t serpentes qui in sjcco praeualen^ in aquam 
praecipitati praeualere possunt sua uenena retinere, possunt et 
spiritus nequam, qui scorpii et serpentes appeliantur et tamen per 
nos data a Domino potestate calcantur, permanere ultra in hominis 
corpore, in quo baptizato et sanctificato incipit spiritus sanctus 
habitare." 

Perhaps this contribution to the history of the virus of the 
dragon may not be unacceptable to Dr Bernard. 

The second point, as to the existence of a folk-lore belief in 
the dragon that lurks in the Jordan, was gathered from my 
own experience. I was one day, when travelling in the East, 
planning to rid myself of the discomforts of travel by a bath in 
the Jordan, the river being at that time in flood. It was certainly 
a dangerous experiment, ey^en for. a ^ood swimtner, and I was 
deterred from it by the natfves who used, amongst other more 
valid arguments^ the statement that there was a whale in the 
waters into which I proposed to phinge. The whale was, of 
course, the Biblical tannin (Arabic tinhi), and can be equated 
Mf\t\i serf ent or dragon or sea-tnonster. The Pjdesttnian folk-lore, 
therefore, retains the belief that there is a dragoo id the Jordan* 
I have no means of deciding whether this belief is older. or 
yoi^nger* than the b^ljef of the baptismal rituals : but ft should 
certainly be connected with it. 
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In order to test Bernard's hypothesis more closely, for the 
value of a hypothesis depends on the number of things it 
explains, I propose to try whether it will help us to understand 
the very difficult thirty-eighth Ode. 

The opening of this perplexing and discontinuous Ode has 
perplexity and discontinuity of its own : 

" I went up into the light of truth as if into a chariot : 
And the truth took me and led me and guided me across pits 

and gulleys: 
And from the rocks and the waves it preserved me : 
And it became to me a haven of salvation." 

Here we have a chariot flying across pits and ravines, after 
which we have, what is not usual in chariot riding, the risk of 
rocks and waves, and finally the chariot arrives — in harbour. 
This is perplexing. Is it impossible that the chariot can be 
a ship? 

The Syriac word (markeba) which we have translated 
"chariot" does sometimes mean "ship," as the lexicons will 
show (v. Payne Smith ad voc,\ This rendering is probably 
due to Arabic influence, for in Arabic markab means inter alia 
a ship (as a reference .to the story of Sindbad the Sailor will 
show). Perhaps the Odes have been translated into Syriac at 
a later age than the golden age of Syriac literature, and then 
the word we are discussing is an Arabism. Let us, then, 
translate it as skip. We are now on the way to the rocks and 
waves and haven at the close of the passage. The "pits and 
ravines" must now be marine and not terrene: they are the 
gaping and yawning depths of the sea sailed over: so we 
translate : 

•* I went up into the light of Truth, as into a ship : 
And the Truth took me and led me and guided me over the 

hollows and yawning depths (of the sea) : 
From the rocks and the waves it preserved me : 
And it became to me a haven of salvation." 

That is certainly much more reasonable than going to sea in 
a chariot. The perplexity and discontinuity of the opening is 
gone. 

But what is the ship? Does he mean the Ark? If so, we 
are again in contact with a baptismal symbol, for the. earliest 
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figure borrowed from the Old Testament to illustrate baptism is 
the Ark of Noah, in which few, that is eight, souls were saved 
by water (i Pet. iii. 20). And Justin carries on the ar^ment by 
quoting {DiaL 138) a passage which he says comes from Isaiah, 
to the effect that God says to Jerusalem, " At the flood of Noah 
I saved thee": and this mystery of human salvation took place 
at the flood, says Justin. We should, therefore, naturally expect 
that a person who is writing a book of baptismal hymns would 
not neglect the typolog}' of the Ark of the Flood. 

But here also the difficulty will be felt that the mode of 
criticism is perilously near the line of over-subtlety and unre- 
strained imagination. A poet who was working up baptismal 
symbols would probably not neglect Noah's Ark, but would he 
express himself so obscurely? and would the "disciplina arcani" 
cover such obscurity ? Perhaps Dr Bernard will tell us when he 
writes next on the subject. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The present volume contains an important addition to our 
knowledge of the literature which immediately anticipates or 
directly follows the time of Christ. If contains, on the one 
hand, a hitherto unknown version of the Psalms of Solomon, 
a collection which has often been studied, from the standpoints 
both of the higher and lower criticism, and which is, by common 
consent, referred to the middle of the first century B.C. ; and on 
the other hand it presents a new collection which I have called, 
for the sake of distinction, and in harmony with the references 
in ancient writers, by the name of the Odes of Solomon ; they 
are here edited and translated from a Syriac MS. in my own 
possession : and it will probably be no rash prediction to say that 
their value and antiquity will be at once recognized by students 
and critics, and that they will be assigned, either wholly or in 
part, to the first century of the Christian era. The reasons for 
this belief will appear presently, but, apart altogether from the 
question of a half-century more or less in the dating of a 
document, it lies outside controversy that the new Odes are 
marked by a vigour and exaltation of spiritual life, and 
a mystical insight, to which we can only find parallels in the 
most illuminated periods of the history of the Church. They 
differ, in this respect, by the whole breadth of the firmament, 
from the extant Psalms of Solomon, with which they are 
associated in our MS. In these there is little originality, and 
not much hope : the hard experiences through which Jerusalem 
passed at the hands of the Romans in the Invasion of Pompey 
have left a gloom over the sky even in the moments of temporary 
relief and in the time of exultation over the fall of the great 
oppressor: what life and light there is may be traced to the 
severe morality of the traditional Pharisees, and to the Messianic 
hopes for whose development their times of affliction were the 
appropriate and . necessary nidus ; and so far are they from 
o. s. I 
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religious originality in the expression of personal or national 
experience, that many of the Psalms in question are little more 
than centos and expansions from the canonical Hebrew Psalter. 
In the Odes, on the other hand, we have few quotations or 
adaptations from previous writings, whether Jewish or Christian ; 
there is little that can be traced to the Old Testament, almost 
nothing that is to be credited to the Gospels or other branches 
of the Christian literature. Their radiance is no reflection from 
the illumination of other days: their inspiration is flrst-hand 
and immediate; it answers very well to the summary which 
Aristides made of the life of the early Christian Church when 
he described them as indeed *a new people with whom some- 
thing Divine is mingled/ They are thus altogether distinct 
from the extant Psalms of Solomon which are bound up with 
them in our MS. Whatever we may have to say of these latter 
is limited to the interest which arises in the discovery of an 
Eastern Version of a book whose Greek text is peculiarly difficult 
to edit, and whose original Hebrew text has altogether dis- 
appeared. We shall show that the new Syriac version is itself 
a translation of the Greek ; we shall point out in what ways, if 
any, it serves to the betterment of the Greek text, and whether 
it gives any assistance to the detection of the lost Hebrew text. 

Our chief interest, however, will be with the Odes. We 
shall discuss the quotations and fragments of these which are 
found in early Christian Writers : we shall try to determine the 
limits of time within which the composition of the Odes must 
lie, as well as the locality or Church from which they emanate : 
we shall try to find out also how they became attached to the 
Psalms, and whether they were originally composed in Greek ; 
and we shall add a brief commentary and notes to the Odes as 
translated. In this way we hope to clear up some perplexities 
in the historical tradition, while leaving, no doubt, a number of 
unsolved problems to those who shall follow after us. 

The MS. from which our texts come is a paper one of quite 
The Syriac ^ '^^^ period : its age may be between three and 
MS. four hundred years : but as it is imperfect both* at 

the beginning and ending, and so has lost both its preface and 
colophon, we cannot tell how it was described by the person 
who made the copy, nor can we say anything definite about the 
date. It has been lying on my shelves for some time, perhaps 
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for as long as tw6 years, along with a heap of leaves from various 
Syriac MSS. written on paper, which came from the neighbour- 
hood of the Tigris. In spite of its relatively late date, the text 
is a good one : it is carefully, if somewhat coarsely written, and 
is furnished with occasional vowels in the Nestorlan manner, to 
which there have been added, probably by a later hand, sundry 
Greek vowels in the Jacobite manner. As we have said it is 
incomplete both at the beginning and the end : we can, however, 
make out pretty clearly what the original MS. was like. 

The book is arranged in quires of ten leaves : of the first 
quire three leaves are missing : these three leaves contained the 
first and second Odes and the beginning of the third Ode. The 
Odes then run continuously till the fourth quire, where they 
stop on the verso of the fourth leaf: thus the Odes occupy 
roughly thirty-four leaves. Then the extant Psalms begin : 
they occupy the remaining six leaves of the fourth quire (say 
six leaves pbis\ the fifth quire, and the sixth quire, of which the 
last leaf is gon^, plus whatever was needed to complete the book 
from a seventh quire : and since the extant portion of the Psalms 
in our Syriac MS. takes us up to Ps. xvii. 38 there is not much 
to add from a seventh quire. Suppose we say that the Psalms 
occupied twenty-six leaves, and that three more leaves are 
required to complete the text, we have then approximately 

Odes = 34 leaves 

Psalms = 28 leaves 

or Psalms and Odes = 62 leaves^ 

Now let us turn to the accounts given us by ancient writers 
Ptaimt of the extent of the books in question : first of all 

and odet ^g know that the 18 Psalms of Solomon once 

compared. 

Stood in the great Codex Alexandrinus : for in 
the index to the MS. we find as follows: 

* XiroKakv^i^ *Ia> awov 
KXrffievTo^ linaToXri a 

ofiov fiifiXia — 
'VaXfiol 'SfOXofKovTo^ ivj . 

^ I have made a slight correction here, following Harnack's estimate of the missing 
matter. 
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Here the eighteen Psalms stand just outside the accepted 
Christian books of the N.T., in the very penumbra of canonicity. 
Next turn to the Synopsis Sanctae Scripturae which passes 
under the name of Athanasius: here we find as follows, after 
the enumeration of the Antikgomena of the Old Testament : 

(Tvv €K€lvoi^ Se Kai ravra rjpLd^rjvrai,* 
MaKKa^ai/ch ^tfiXla S' 
TlroXefialKd 

'VaXfiol Kai oJS^ [1. ^8al]^ ^oXoficivro^ 
Xaxravvcu 

Here we find the Psalms in the company of the Odes, and 
forming a part of the disputed writings of the Old Testament : 
from the supplementary manner in which they are introduced, 
following an unknown book on Egyptian history, we may 
perhaps describe their position as the penumbra of uncanon- 
icity, or, rather of deuterocanonicity. The Psalms and Odes 
are here (say in the sixth century) definitely grouped together. 

Next take the Stichometry of Nicephorus, the Patriarch of 
Constantinople in the beginning of the ninth century : here we 
find as follows : 



I. 


Three books of Maccabees. 


2. 


The Wisdom of Solomon. 


3. 


Ecclesiasticus. 


4. 


The Psalms and Odes of Solomon, containing 2100 




verses {arixov fip). 


5- 


Esther. 


6. 


Judith. 


7. 


Susanna. 


8. 


Tobit. 



Here we find our two books again grouped together, and 
very well placed amongst the Apocrypha of the Old Testament : 
they do not seem to have lost any dignity between the sixth 
and ninth centuries ; and they have been carefully measured, 
after the manner of books which are likely to be transcribed 
and whose contents must therefore be estimated on some 
recognized scale. 

1 Zahn tries lo justify the singular, by reference to the LXX. of i K. viii. 53 oifK 
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In the same connexion we have a list of books which is 
found attached to the Qtiaestiones et Responsioms of Anastasius 
the Sinaite, and is commonly known as the Catalogue of the 
Sixty Books. After the sixty canonical books, we have a list 
of nine deuterocanonical books, and then a list of twenty-five 
definitely apocryphal writings ; amongst these last we find 

9. 'VaXfLol XoXofi&pro<;, 
ID. 'UXiov dwoiedXinjn^, etc. 

Here we cannot be certain whether Psalms means Psalms 
and Odes, nor is any estimate made of the extent of the 
composition. The book is not in such good company as it is 
in the Catalogue of Nicephorus. 

Assuming the correctness of the statement that the Odes 

stichomet ^^^ Psalms Contain 2100 verses, let us now turn 

to the Greek texts of the eighteen Psalms, and see 

what the scribes say about their compass. The Vatican MS. 

(Cod. R of Gebhardt's edition of the Psalms) says that the book 

contains art ^v : the Copenhagen MS. (Cod. H) says eTri; jn ; 
and the Paris MS. (Cod. P) says iirt) rpiciKOVTa, Here, as 
Gebhardt says, Cod. P has misread A as A' ; so we have two 
statements as to the length of the book. One statement says 
verses, the other verses of Horner^ but since that is what verses 
mean in a stichometric reckoning, there is no discrepancy 
here except in the numbers. If we imagine that the scribe 
of Cod. R has misread the sign for 900, ^, as ^, we have 
950 verses for R, which agrees closely with the reckoning in 
Cod. H. Suppose we say then that the 18 Psalms equal 950 
verses. But then we are told by Nicephorus that the Psalms 
and Odes together make 2100 verses : we have then the ratio of 
Odes to Psalms 11 50 to 950 or 23 to 19. Our estimate of the 
relative lengths in the Syriac was 34 to 28 or 17 to 14. The 
former estimate is 1*21 to i, the latter V2\ to i, which is so 
exact as to make the verification that our new Odes are those 
of which Nicephorus and the other Canonists speak, so far as 
statistics can make the demonstration. 

It will be observed that Nicephorus has divided the Solomonic 
literature into two parts, the Canonical books, viz. ; Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes and Canticles, and the Antilegomena which include 
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6 INTRODUCTION 

the Wisdom of Solomon, perhaps Ecclesiasticus, and the Psalms 
and Odes of Solomon ; that is, there are three canonical books 
of Solomon, and at least two sub-canonical books. We put 
it in that way, because there is evidence in some quarters 
that Ecclesiasticus was also reckoned amongst the books of 
Solomon. If, however, it is not so reckoned, we have five books 
of Solomon. 

Now let us turn to the Cheltenham Stichometry as published 
by Mommsen\ 

Here we have the Solomonic writings introduced as follows : 

Psalmi David CLI. ver. v. 

Salomon is ver. v D. 

profetas maiores ver. XVI. CCCLXX. numero IIII. 

This is a little perplexing ; at first sight it seems as if the 

Cheltenham list had only one book of Solomon, 

Solomonic ^^ Several books reckoned as one, and that the 

Se**chSich. ^^^^^ extent of this book or books is 5500 verses. 

But, as Preuschen' has suggested, the real reckoning 

for Solomon has got into the next line, and we should read 

Salomonis lib. v. ver. vn. cccxx. 
profetas maiores numero Ilii. 

If this restoration be correct, we should have the Cheltenham 
list in evidence for five books of Solomon, but without any clue 
to the identification of the five books, or any means of compari- 
son with the stichometry of the Psalms and Odes as given by 
Nicephorus. 

Now, that Preuschen is correct as regards the numbers may 
be seen from the fact that the figure 7320 agrees with the count 
which we find in Vulgate MSS.» For here we have 



Proverbs 1740 


verses 


Ecclesiastes 800 


>i 


Canticles 280 


» 


Wisdom 1700 


» 


Ecclesiasticus 2800 


»» 


Total 7320 


it 



' Mommsen, Zur lateinischen Stichometrie in Hermes^ Bd xxi. pp. 141—156. 
Cf. SaHday in Studia Biblical iii. pp. 117 — 303. 

* Preuschen, Analecta, p. 138 ff. • Sanday, lu:. p. 166. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE ODES AND THE CANON 7 

This justifies Preuschen's restoration, and shows that five 
books of Solomon were reckoned amongst the Canonical and 
deuterocanonical books, but the Psalms and Odes of Solomon 
are not amongst the five. For our purposes, therefore, we may 
dismiss the Cheltenham catalogue. The date of this catalogue 
is soon after A.D. 359, and it is North African in origin : we may 
say that at this date the Psalms of Solomon were not recognized 
in Carthage. 

The very same thing follows from the consideration of the 
list of Canonical Scriptures contained in the Acts of the 
Council of Carthage in 397, for the entry in the list of Canonical 
Books, 

Salomonis libri quinque 
can hardly be referred to any other grouping than that which 
we have already described. The tradition of the Church is 
steady that there are five books of Solomon. Thus we find in 
Innocentius, writing at the beginning of the fifth century, 

'prophetarum libfi sexdecim, Salomonis libri quitiquCy 
Psalterium\' 
and in Cassiodorus, writing at the middle of the sixth century^ 

* Psalterium librum unum ; Salomonis libros quinque 
ue, Proverbia, Sapientiam, Ecclesiasticum, Ecclesiasten, 
Canticum Canticorum ' ; 

and so in other places. Isidore of Seville, in the early part of 
the seventh century, divides the five Solomonic writings into 
groups of three and two respectively, and explains that the two 
which he detaches (Wisdom and Ecclesiasticus) were really the 
works of Jesus the son of Sirach, but have been credited to 
Solomon on the ground of style* : 

*Duo quoque illi egregii et sanctae institutionis libelli, 
Sapientiam dico et alium qui vocatur Ecclesiasticus ; 
qui dum dicantur a Jesu filio Sirach editi, tamen propter 
quandam eloquii similitudinem Salomonis titulo sunt 
praenotatiV 

^ Ad Exsuperium{fj2ii\zxi<^^ BibU vol. viii. pp. 561 ff.). 
2 Dt instil. (Uv, lift, c xiv. 

• Isidore, De ordine libb, S, Script^ P,L, Ixxxiii. 155 ff. 

* For the persistence of the tradition as to the five Solomonic books, see Nestle, 
ZeUschrifif, altt. Wiss, (19P7), 27, 194 ff. 
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There are no further references that I know of to the 
Psalms or Odes of Solomon in the lists of canonical books which 
have come down to us, unless there should be a cryptic allusion 
to them in the new book of Psalms written for Marcion, which 
the Muratorian Canon condemns (Saec. iL — iii.)i or the -^aXfiol 
lBi(OTifcoL which the Council of Laodicea (c. 360 a.d.) prohibits 
from being used in the Church^ In the latter case we have the 
opinion of John Zonaras in favour of the identification. But 
Zonaras in the twelfth century was probably, like ourselves, 
engaged in speculation. On the other hand, if we might describe 
yftaXfiol ISicoTCKol as meaning Psalms of personal experience, the 
term would exactly suit our collection of Odes. 

Having now proved that we have the two books of Solomonic 
Lactantius Psalms and Odes in substantially the same compass 
and uie odei. ^^y^^ ^j^^y ^g^g known to the ancient Stichometers, 
we now pass on to consider what light is thrown on the matter 
by actual quotations from the book of Odes which are extant. 
We begin with a passage from Lactantius, which was first 
noticed by the learned Whiston^ In the Diviiie Institutes 
(Bk iv. c. 12) we have the following passage: 

* Salomon in ode undevicesima^ ita dicit : Infirmatus est 
uterus Virginis et accepit foetum et gravata est, et facta 
est in multa miseratione mater virgo.' 

And in the Epitome of the Divine Institutes the passage is 
introduced by the words Apud Salotnonem ita scriptum est. These 
references to a 19th Ode betray a knowledge of the book from 
which the quotation was taken : on turning to the 19th Ode in 
our collection we find the very words quoted by Lactantius, the 
actual Syriac text being as follows : 

* Origen*s Canon, as contained in Eus^b. H, E, vi. 15, has an entry of three 
Solomonic books, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Canticles ; with regard to this last he 
says *4^<rMa ^fidruM^, oi -ydp wf TapaXafifidifowrl rtret, "^^ff/ttoro q^/idTw, But this is 
only an alternative title which Origen condemns ; it has no suggestion in it of other 
Songs or Canticles. [In the Latin Vulgate of Sixtus V (1590) the title was first 
Canticum and is everywhere in the headings of the pages pasted over as Cantica 
(Nestle).] Origen is expressly enumerating the twenty-two books of the Hebrew 
Canon. The alternative title for Canticles is actually found in the Synopsis of 
Chrysostom, in John of Damascus {Defide orthodoxa iv. 17) and elsewhere. 

' Authmtick Records y i. 155. 

« So in the Cambridge MS, Gg. 4. 24 and in all MSS. in the apparatus of Brandt's 
edition; but in the MS. Kk. 4. 17 of the same University the reference is wanting. 
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. K'f^lju^^ r<l9a«j*ia f^^o^ r^lsnK' i\o 
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The only discordance is in the first word of the passage, 
which is certainly wrong in the Latin^ and very difficult to 
interpret in the Syriac. It is clear, however, that Lactantius is 
working from a book of Odes arranged in the same order as 
ours : if he had both Psalms and Odes in his collection, then the 
Odes preceded the Psalms. And further, since Lactantius 
quotes in Latin, the book was extant in a Latin translation in 
his time ; for when Lactantius quotes Greek books, as in the 
case of the Sibylline verses, he quotes in Greek and does not 
offer a translation. From which it appears that by the begin- 
ning of the fourth century the Odes of Solomon must have been 
translated into Latin*. 

Ryle and James in their edition of the eighteen Psalms of 
Solomon drew attention, following Whiston, to this passage of 
Lactantius, and made the correct inference from it that there 
must have been more Solomonic matter at one time accessible 
to Christian scholars than the eighteen Psalms. And since the 
Ode quoted by Lactantius is undoubtedly Christian, they sug- 
gest that the original collection of Psalms* of Solomon was 
fitted with an Appendix of Odes of Solomon, the added matter 
being approximately equal in length to the original collection^ 
and either Christian or marked by distinctly Christian inter- 
polations. So far they were undoubtedly right, as our MS. 
incontestably shows. Only our book presents the matter of the 
Appendix in a different light : here it is the Odes that have the 
first place and the Psalms that are appended ; and possibly this 
was also the case with Lactantius' book of Solomon. We shall 
show, presently, that there is reason to believe that the t\yo 
books came together in both orders, in different lines of tradition, 

^ I am inclined to believe it is simply a mistake for ' insinuatus.' J^st above 
Lactantius says, * Descendens itaque de caelo sanctus ille spiritus dei sanctam virginem 
cujus utero se insinuaret elegit. * Harnack points out, by reference to Ronsch, Itala 
u, Vulgata p. 371 that the word infirmatus is only used of sick people in the time of 
Lactantius. The Ode expressly denies sickness to the Virgin. For further sugges< 
tions see notes to text and translation. 

• We shall show later that there b some probability that Lactantius has been 
influenced by our fourth Ode in a passage of Div, Inst, iv. 37. 

O. S. 2 
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and that there was current not only a book of Odes and Psalms 
but also a book of Psalnis and Odes^ 

And now let us pass on to a more interesting question, the 
'ru /%^ A existence of extracts from the Odes of Solomon in 

The Oaes ana 

the Pistil that curious Gnostic book, preserved in the Coptic 

Sophia. ^^^ niore exactly, Thebaic) language, and known 

as the Pistis Sophia. These extracts will be important, not 
only because they give us, in the form of a version, a good deal 
of matter that coincides with what we have recovered from the 
Syriac, but because they present this matter at an earlier time 
than that of Lactantius, from whom our first quotation was made, 
and the writer who made these quotations in the latter part of 
the third century was not only quoting from the Odes of Solomon, 
but from those Odes as forming a part of his accepted Biblical 
text. We shall endeavour to make these points clear, and also 
to show that in the Biblical text from which the writer quoted 
the Odes of Solomon were preceded by the Psalms of Solomon. 
If we can establish these points, the antiquity of the Odes will 
be made out, for it is on the one hand clear that they are 
traditional companions of the Psalms of Solomon for a con- 
siderable length of time and on the other hand it is quite 
improbable that a book written, say, as late as the end of the 
second century, should be a part of the accepted Egyptian 
canon in the latter part of the third century*. To get into the 
canon at all, in any of the great centres of Christian life, a 
book must have a measure of antiquity on its side : those 
books which secured such canonicity, Clement's Epistle, or 
Barnabas' Epistle or the Shepherd of Hermas, obtained their 
position by the presumption of antiquity, and even then were 
not easily rooted in the positions that they acquired, as the history 
of the Canon will show. Let us, then, try to establish the points 
to which we have referred above : and first with regard to the 
date of the Pistis Sophia from which the extracts have been 
made. 

The best investigation into the Pistis Sophia is the one 

* Note that the five apocryphal Psalms published by Wright from the Syriac in 
Proc, S, Bibl, Arch, for 1887 have nothing to do with our collection. 
, ' [Hamack puts the point equally stiongly: Die Odtn Salomos p. 9: *dass irgend 
eine Provinzialkirche ein nach der Mitte des 2. Jahrhunderts entstandenes SchriftstUck 
in das A.T. aufgenommen hat, ist ganz unwahrscheinlich.'] 
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made by Harnack in Bd vii. of his Texte u, Untersuchungen 
in 1 89 1. His treatise is divided into five sections : (i) the 
relation of the Pistis Sophia to the N.T. ; (ii) the relation of the 
Pisiis Sophia to the O.T. ; (iii) the biblical exegesis of the 
author; (iv) its general Christian and catholic elements; and 
(v) a discussion of the character, origin, time and place of 
production of the work in question. Under this last head 
Harnack comes to the conclusion that the book is of Egyptian 
origin, and that it was written in the second half of the third 
century ; that its Gnosticism is Ophite in character, and betrays 
an origin in a Syrian rather than an Egyptian school ; ix,, it is 
an imported Gnosticism developed on Egyptian soil, and that 
the actual school from which it emanated can be detected from 
allusions made by Epiphanius in his treatise on Heresies. He 
tells us of certain Gnostics who had a Gospel according to 
Philip, from which he makes a quotation which is quite in the 
manner of the Pistis Sophia, in which Philip appears as the 
principal scribe of the discourses ; they had also inter alia, books 
called the Longer and Shorter Questions of Mary : and as a 
large part of the Pistis Sophia is taken up with questions 
addressed to Jesus by Mary Magdalene and her women friends, 
it is natural to regard at least a part of the Pistis Sophia (as we 
call it) as coinciding with the books spoken of by Epiphanius. 
But since Epiphanius gives us an extract from the Longer 
Questions which cannot be identified with the Pistis Sophia 
(it Is in fact, to judge from the extract, an obscene book, though 
it has many points of contact with the Pistis Sophia^ which 
definitely contradicts its obscenity), we are led to the conclusion 
that the Pistis Sophia is identical, either wholly or in part, with 
the Shorter Questions of Mary. 

In discussing these Gnostic heretics, Epiphanius tells us that 
in his early youth he came under their influence in Egypt, and 
that he was mercifully preserved from entanglement with them. 
He read their books, understood the sense of them, and then, 
like the virtuous Joseph from the house of Potiphar, he made 
his escape from their seductions and denounced the sect to the 
bishops of the province, and had the heretics expelled from the 
city in which he had met them. (See Epiphanius, Haer. 26, 
c 17, 18.) 

We thus succeed in locating in Egypt a group, or rather two 
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related groups of heretics, who may be described aS Ophites or 
as Sethites (Epiphanius uses several names to describe the 
same groups) ; to one of these bands of Egyptian heretics the 
Pistis Sophia may be referred : and we thus get a fairly accurate 
idea of the place, time and character of the people to whom the 
book must be referred. 

It must not be supposed that all of Hamack*s arguments 
^^ ^. under these heads are valid. For instance on 

The Odes 

not onoBtic p. Id he shows that the Gnostic writer uses an 
eT** "tUn Egyptian calendar, for he makes Jesus to be trans- 

figured before His disciples on the isth of the 
month Tybi, when the moon is full ; this suggests the use of 
an Egyptian calendar : and then he goes on to say that Egypt 
is also betrayed by the fact that the book quotes the Gnostic 
Odes of Solomon^y which are probably of Egyptian origin, and 
allude to the inundation of the Nile. It is instructive to enquire 
how the Odes of Solomon came to be suspected of Gnosticism, 
and of references to Egyptian events. 

Amongst the passages quoted by the Coptic writer from the 
Odes of Solomon there is one which can be identified at once 
with the sixth Ode in our collection ; it describes a great over- 
flow or inundation of the water of life, which has for its first 
objective point, if not its actual point of departure, the Temple 
at Jerusalem, and which flows out over all lands, bringing healing 
and strength. 

The Psalm is a very beautiful one, and thoroughly Christian. 
But because it happens to describe the breaking out of the 
waters by the Greek word dwoppova, which the Coptic has care- 
fully transliterated, and because this is a favourite word in the 
Pistis Sophia to describe a Gnostic Emanation, it has been 
assumed that the Ode was Gnostic and that the illustration of 
the efflux was borrowed from the rising waters of the Nile. 
In support of this it may be urged that the waters were fought 
by a professional class of water-restrainers, and that those who 

^ [As soon as Hamack came to the knowledge of the complete collection of Od^, 
he withdrew the Gnostic epithet : see p. 103 note a. ' Haretisch-Gnostisches ist auch 
nicht zu finden. Friiher, als man nur fiinf kannte und diese in der Beleuchtung der 
Pistis Sophia, habe ich, wenn auch nicht ohne Bedenken, an Gnosttsches gedacht 
Allein, wie auch Harris richtig gesehen hat — die voUstandige Sammlung zeigt, dass 
der Verfasser nicht zu den Gnostikem gerechnet werden kann (oder nur so, wie auch 
Johannes zu ihnen gehort).'] 
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drank of them were, according to the Coptic, a people who lived 
oh the dry sand. It might, therefore, be maintained that this 
language suited Egypt better than Palestine. It is difficulty 
however, to see how Jerusalem comes in, if the scenery of the 
Ode is Egyptian, and it would have been better to express the 
matter more cautiously, as was done by Ryle and James in 
their first attempt on the problem of the Odes. Their lan- 
guBge was as follows*: *Ode lii. (/>. the third of the quoted 
Coptic Odes) is also Christian, and the employment of the term 
diroppota seems to stamp it as Gnostic But we cannot se6 that 
there is anything unmistakably Gnostic in the doctrine. The 
imagery employed is that of Ezek. xlvii.', and of Our Lord's 
words concerning the living water: and the thing described 
appears to be the preaching of the Gospel, which no humari 
effort can avail to hinder, and which brings life* and health to 
a thirsty heathen world. If our theory of these Odes is correct^ 
we have here a hymn of the second century at latest, and on^ 
filled with Johannine phraseology and ideas/ ^ • 

Thus far Ryle and James ; and I think we must say that 
their judgment is a sound one. There is no reason to take 
airoppom in a Gnostic sense, nor do the remaining Psalms of 
our collection encourage the belief in a Gnostic origin : they ar^ 
as Gnostic as the New Testament, no more and no less. Of 
course I do not mean that the author oi tht Pistis Sophia yfiW 
take this colourless view of diroppoia. His business is to write 
a book dealing with Gnostic philosophy, and with the Effluxes 
and Emanations that cause the different strata of the spiritua) 
world : so he will naturally employ the word dtroppota in his owi| 
sense, and will build a castle of cloudy words upon it- But w^ 
have no reason to follow him in any such architecture nor even tc^ 
accept his foundation. Consequently we do not regard Harnack's 
case as made out with regard to the Gnostic character of the 
Odes of Solomon. If Gnostics could write such beautiful praise^ 
of God as we have in our recovered volume, we can only say 
'Would God all the Lord's people were Gnostics!' But this 
they never were nor ever can be in the Valentinian, or Ophite 
or Sethian sense. With this deduction from the argument, 

* l,c, p. 1 60. 

' [This should not be so strongly stated : we shall see later that the real parallel is 
with the 55th chapter of Isaiah.] 
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Harnack's general inferences from the Ode which we have been 
discussing are so just that we are tempted to examine his 
analysis a little more closely. 

Let us, in view of the importance of the matters at issue, 
*ru , u set down a translation of the sixth Ode as it stands 

Ode not in Syriac, and see what Harnack says by Way of 

®''*^*'- interpretation. 

' As the hand moves over the harp, and the strings speak, 
so speaks in my members the Spirit of the Lord* and I speak 
by his love. For he destroys everything foreign, and every- 
thing that is bitter : thus it was from the beginning and will be 
to the end, that nothing should be His adversary, and nothing 
should stand up against Him. The Lord has multiplied the 
knowledge of Himself, and is zealous that those things should 
be known, which by His Grace have been given to us*. And 
the praise of His name He gave us : our spirits praise His holy 
Spirit 

' For there went forth a stream and became a river great and 
broad : it flooded and broke up everything, and it brought 
[water] to the Temple : and the restrainers of the children of 
men were not able to restrain it, nor the arts of those whose 
business it is to restrain waters : for it spread over the face of 
the whole earth and filled everything ; and all the thirsty upon 
earth were given to drink of it : and thirst was relieved and 
quenched: for from the Most High was the draught given. 
Blessed then are the ministers of that draught who are entrusted 
with that water of His : they have assuaged the dry lips and 
the will that had fainted they have raised up : and souls that 
were near departing they have caught back from death ; limbs 
that had fallen they straightened and set up: they gave 
strength for their coming (?) and light to their eyes: for 
every one knew them in the Lord and they lived by the water 
of life for ever. Hallelujah.' 

The first thing that we notice when we transcribe the Ode is 
that the passage in the Pis^is Sophia is only an extract ; nearly 
half of the Ode has been neglected. Consequently the word 
airippota which is supposed to be the key to the character of 
the Psalm, is not in its opening sentence at all, but has been 

* Cf. I Cor. ii. la. 
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caught up by the Gfnostic writer out of the middle of it It is 
certainly not the key-word. The Psalmist (or Odist) is telling 
in very beautiful language the power of the Lord and the scope 
of His Gospel. There is nothing Gnostic about this living 
water : there is not, even, anything Ecclesiastic about it, though 
Harnack wished to interpret it of the water of Baptism* : one 
might as well say the fourth chapter of John's Gospel was Gnostic 
and that when the Lord promised the Samaritan woman the water 
of life, he wanted to baptize her ! I submit that the interpretation 
of the Ode is affected (i) by regarding it in its entirety, (ii) by 
regarding it in connexion with the main body of the Odes : and 
that when this is done, the supposed Gnosticism of the Ode 
vanishes away. Harnack, in fact, did not positively commit 
himself on the point, and the greater part of his judgment is 
valid : thus on page 43 he says : 

*Das Lied ist ohne Zweifel christlichen Ursprungs und 
The odc» damit ist auch die christliche Herkunft der vier 

probably ubrfgen Oden, als zu einer Sammlung gehorig, 

Ch s an. erwiesen.' I should not go quite so far, nor quite 

so fast as that. *Ferner weist die Ode auf Agypten: denn 
offenbar hat der Verfasser das Bild der grossen Fluth von der 
Cberschwemmung des Nils genommen, der bis iiber die Hauser 
steigt, und das durstige Wiistenland trankL* This, as I have 
said, is extremely doubtful : Harnack tries to make it easier by 
suggesting that voo? should be corrected to \a6^, which would 
get rid of the Temple at Jerusalem, but it is not a necessary 
emendation. The Temple is, as we shall see elsewhere, very 
much in the field of view of the Odist. , ' Endlich scheint mir 
auch der gnostische Ursprung sehr wahrscheinlich, wenn auch 
nicht sicher.' Here Harnack is wisely hesitant. 

Again on page 45 Harnack sums up the case for the five 
Odes incorporated in the Pistis Sophia: (i) that the composer 
found them in his collection of Old Testament writings; 
(ii) that they are of Gnostic origin : but he adds at once that 
the Gnostic character does not stand out clearly, and that the 
Christian piety of the Ode is powerfully expressed and not 
discoloured by Gnostic langfuage: a statement which is much 

* [Harnack withdrew this interpretation in his complete study of the Odes. See 
p. 39. * An die Taufe ist nicht zu denken V Bernard, as we shall see, would retain 
and emphasise the baptismal allusion.] 
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BtrengftKehed when we read the* Ode in its entirely and not 
merely the part excerpted in the Pistis Sophia. 

Further Harnack admits (p. 46) that if the Odes are Gnostic, 
their Gnosticism is separated by a deep gulf from that of the 
Pistis Sophia \ which is certainly a just statement : and that, since 
at the time of the composition of the Pistis Sophia the Odes 
must have been of considerable antiquity, we may perhaps refer 
them to the first half of the second century. With this I have 
little fault to find ; only I suggest that they may be 50 years 
earlier than Harnack's upper limit*. 

In order to understand more clearly what the writer of the 
Use of the Pistis Sophia has been doing with the matter that 
bdem in the he has borrowed from the Odes of Solomon, we 
Pistis Sophia. ^^^^ ^^ ^^ g^^ ^ \i^\x,^x understanding of the 

Gnostic book itself. At first sight this is a very repellent task, 
for the book appears to be mere useless jargon. Harnack 
evidently thought as much when he first began to study it, for 
he says : 

'In der That kann man kaum etwas Verwirrteres und 
Ermiidenderes lesen als diese mit den Ausgeburten der gnosti- 
schen Phantasie bedeckten Blatter, die bei flUchtigerem Studium 
zum Zwecke der Verbreitung des systematischen Blodsinns 
geschrieben zu sein scheinen.' 

The impression that the writer is busied with the propaga- 
tion of systematic imbecility is certainly the result of. a cursory 
or preliminary study ; but there is method in the madness and 
tpeaning in the aberration, and after a while one b^ins to pick 
up threads of continuity and to see what the writer is aiming at. 
And then the underlying Christianity begins to assert itself 
through its Gnostic superincumbent weight. Let us see if we 
can get at the writer's argument. 

Jesus is sitting with His disciples, male and female, on the 
Mount of Olives. It is the twelfth year after the Resurrection ; for 

* The same arguments are repeated by Harnack in his Chronologie der altchrist. 
Literature ii. 193, where he discusses the date of the Pistis Sophia and the related 
Gnostic writings in the Codex Brucianus. Here again he dates the Fistis Sophia in 
the second half of the third century, following the lines of his previous investigation. 
He remarks again on the use of the Odes of Solomon as an ancient book ranking 
with the Old Testament, but says they are of Gnostic origin : * Die fiinf Oden 
Salomos, die das Buch neben den alt-testamentlichen Psalmen zitiert, sind selbst 
gnostischen Urspnings, und werden doch wie alte Urkunden behandelt. Wir haben 
hier also einen Gnostizismus, der Uber einem alteren auferbaut ist* 
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eleven years Jesus has been teaching His disciples the mysteries 
of the Kingdom of God : at the end of that time He has ascended 
to the place of the Prime Mystery (which is the Gnostic expres- 
sion for the Supreme God) ; this ascension took place while 
they were sitting with Him on the Mount of Olives. He was 
suddenly transfigured before them. A Light- Power, or Glory of 
the Supreme Being, descends from the twenty-fourth or highest 
mystery and surrounds Jesus with splendour. The disciples 
were amazed and terrified at the sight. While they gazed on 
Him, Jesus ascended into Heaven. After a while Jesus, out of 
compassion for their fears, for they thought the end of all things 
was at hand, descended again and appeared to the disciples. 
He begins to teach them further the secrets of the Kingdom. 
He explains to them their own miraculous births, the miraculous 
birth of John the Baptist and His own incarnation. He tells 
them the story of His ascent through the various heavens and 
the orders of spiritual beings, * thrones, dominations, princedoms, 
virtues, powers.' They proceed to interrogate Him on various 
points. The company consists of Peter, John, Andrew, Philip, 
Thomas, Matthew, James, Bartholomew and Simon the Kanaan- 
ite : Mary the Magdalene and Mary the Mother of Jesus, Martha 
and Salome are all mentioned. The chief place is given to the 
enquiring women, especially to Mary Magdalene, the lowest place 
to Simon Peter. Between Mary Magdalene and Peter there is 
something like a feud. Peter complains that the women talk 
too much and that the men don't get a chance : and Mary 
complains that Peter hates our sex and wants to suppress us. 
Jesus mediates gently between them : advises Mary to make 
place for the brethren ; but when the dispute breaks out again, 
Jesus definitely takes the side of the women, and Peter is sup- 
pressed ^ The meaning of this is that there has been a conflict 
over the place of women in the ministry of the Church : it is 
even possible that the hostility of Peter may imply the attitude 
of the Roman Church towards the prophesying woman of the 
early centuries. At all events' there has been an acute situation 

* The crisis in the feud between the men and women will be found \n P,S, i6i. 
* Progressa Maria dixit : mi domine, meus vom est votpon omni tempore, ut progrediar 
omni vice : dicam solutionem verborum, quae dixit, ^XKa. timeo Petnim, quod dTeiXei 
mihi et odit nostrum genus. Haec 3c quum locuta esset, dixit ei primum ikwrr^piov : 
unumquemque qui impletus fuerit rycu/uari luminis, ut progressus proferat solutionem 
borum, quae dico, nullus xwXtHrei.* 

O. S. 3 
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created, which has found its reflection in the Gnostic circles in 
which our book was produced. 

Jesus knswers a number of enquiries as to the worlds through 
The sorrow. which He has passed, and then we come to what is 
of Sophia. ^j^g kernel of the first part of the book, the account 

of the sorrows of Sophia, or, as she is called in the book, Pistis 
Sophia, Jesus relates how He found Sophia sitting below the 
thirteenth Aeon. She was mourning over her inability to rise 
further. Her path was blocked by fearful forms, named TrpoySoXat 
av0aBov<i or Emanations of the Self -willed. They and the rulers 
of the upper regions prohibit her advance and ascent. One of 
them had the face of a lion, half flame and half darkness. They 
chase poor Sophia back into Chaos. But in the midst of her 
affliction, she sees Jesus passing by, and to Him she addresses 
a series of Repentances and Hymns. Jesus relates these suc- 
cessively to His disciples. The method of the composition 
must now be carefully studied : we shall find the key in the 
lock. 

Sophia makes her penitence, let us say, from one of the 
canonical Psalms. But in using this, she carefully alters every 
possible term in a Gnostic sense : instead of God, she says 
Prime Mystery or Light of Truth ; instead of my adversaries, 
she says the Emanations of the Self-willed ; by a series of 
substitutions of this kind she turns the Psalm 

Gnostic Tar- , ^ . «, . « . t « 

ffums in the into a Gnostic Tarffum, in which you can only 

Pistis Sophia. , , . . , , , . , . , 

detect the original by the expressions which re- 
main unaltered and by the general tenor of the confession. 
When Jesus has reported to the disciples what Sophia has said. 
He turns to the disciples and asks, * Who knows what Sophia 
said?* It is a game of guessing. Mary Magdalene or some 
other of the company springs forward, begs permission to speak, 
and then says, * This is what your Light-Power (the Light-Power 
is a substitute for the Divine Name) prophesied through David 
in the 69th Psalm,' or whatever tlie portion of Scripture may be 
that has been selected for disguise. Jesus gives an approbation 
and a blessing to the successful guesser. Sometimes, to make 
the matter still clearer^ the Gnostic Targum is gone over again in 
detail with the text and explained sentence by sentence, so that 
we have the matter treated three times over : viz. the LXX. text, 
the Gnostic Targum, and the detailed commentary upon the 
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text with the Targum. It is of the utmost importance that the 
method of the composition should be clearly grasped : if this is 
understood, the major part of the Pistis Sophia will become 
intelligible. To make this quite clear we will transcribe a short 
passage: here is an extract from one of the first prayers of 
repentance which Sophia utters M 

Serva me propter dpxopra^y qui oderunt me : nam tu sets 
afflktionem meam et cruciatum meum, et fractam meam vim, 
quam abstulerunt a me. Sunt coram te qui plantarunt me in 
haec mala omnia. X/wm iis Kara voluntatem tuam. Vis mea 
prospicit e medio ;^aoi;9 atque e medio tenebrarum. Exspectavi 
meam av^vyov, ut veniens pugnaret pro me, et baud venit. 
Atqus exspectaveram, ut veniens daret mihi robur, et haud 
reperi earn. Et quum quaerer6m lucem, dederunt mihi cali- 
ginem : et quum quaererem meam vim, dederunt mihi vXtiv, 
Nunc igitur, lumen luminum, caliginem et vXrfv duxerunt super 
me TTpofiokai avdaBov^. Sunto iis insidiae et involvunto eas ; 
et retribuas iis, ut aKavBaXc^axrtv, ne veniant in roirop sui 
av0aBov<;, Manento in tenebris^ ne videant lucem. Contemplantor 
Xao9 omni tempore, neve intuentor in altitudinem. Adduc in eas 
suam vindictam et api^ehendito eas tuum iudicium. 

Probably without the aid of the Virgin Mary, who in this 
case is the successful guesser, one could have identified the 
following verses of the 68th (69th) Psalm : 

19. iv^Ka T&v ij(jdp&v fiov pvaal /i€ • 

20. axf yctp f^^va>aKet<; rov 6veiZtaiA6v /jlov xal rijp altrx^vriv 
fjLOv Koi Tfjp eprpoTrrjv fiov, ivavriov aov vdvres oi dXifiovre^ fie, 

21. ovetSt^fiop TTpoaeBoKfjaev 17 y^v^V p»ov Kal rdkacrroopiav 
Kal xnrefieipa a-vWvirov/iepop, Kal ovx VTnjp^ev, Kal irapa^ 
KaXovpra Kal ovx ^^P<^v, 

22. Kal eBoDKap eh to fipSfid fiov xoXi/i^, Kal eh rtjp Bly^v 
fiov hroTiaap fie 6(0^, 

23. yeprfOijTa) 1^ rpdire^a avroiv ipoiinop avrdop eh irarfiBa* 
Kal eh avrairoBoaiP koX eh aKapBdkop, 

24. aKOTio-OiiTtoaap ol 6<l>0a\fiol a\n£p rov fifj fiXeTreip* Kal 
rhp p&TOP avrdSp Bid irapTo<; avyKafiyftop, 

25. Skx^op iir avrovs t^p opyijv aov. Kal 6 dvfid<: rf}^ opyrj^ 
aov KaTaXdfioi avrov^. 

Now if we go over the Penitence of Sophia, with these texts 

^ p. S. ed. Schwartze and Petermann, p. 50 of MS. 
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from the Psalms, we shall easily pick up out of the Penitence the 
disjecta membra Psalmistae, 

I have italicized some of the words, which are either 
unchanged or almost unchanged. The rest, as I have said, 
is Gnostic Targum. 

The importance of the underlying equivalence of the 
Targum and text is evident. We are dealing with Biblical 
matter; Psalm after Psalm is treated in this way, and some- 
times short passages of the Gospels are similarly treated. It is 
not even necessary that the discourse be limited to a single 
Targum. Sometimes two or three occur of short passages. 
For us, however, the important thing is that the Odes of 
Solomon are treated just like the Canonical Psalms, with which 
they stood in an equal honour in the Bible of the author of the 
Pistis Sophia, This position of unassailed honour and un- 
doubted confidence marks the antiquity and the prestige of 
the Odes of Solomon. And as there is no such thing as a 
Gnostic Bible, these Odes cannot be Gnostic Odes, as was at 
first surmised. 

It is clear, moreover, that in editing the portions of the Odes 
which occur in the Pistis Sophia we shall have to edit the 
Targums as well as the texts. We must print the excerpted 
matter in double form, and in cases where there is a detailed 
commentary, in triple form. And in this way we can finally 
make a Coptic apparatus to the Syriac text of the Odes. 

One curious result will be arrived at almost immediately. 
The second of the passages taken from the Odes 

The missing i.^, % % r % r^-.r-?.. 

first Ode . of Solomon by the author of the Ptstts Sophia is 

recovered. 

definitely stated to be from the nineteenth Ode. 
It does not find any place in our collection. Neither does it 
agree, except in its opening sentence, with its Targum. On 
the other hand the Targum does agree with the fifth of the 
Syriac Odes. It is easy to see what has happened. The 
Targum was made on the fifth Ode, but when the author 
came to transcribe the Ode on which he had been commenting, 
he took out of his Psalter another Ode with a similar opening. 
This must, then, be one of the missing Odes at the beginning of 
our book. And since it is numbered 19, it will be the first of 
our collection, and will have followed directly on the eighteen 
extant Psalms of Solomon. The Gnostic author had, therefore. 
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both the Psalms and the Odes in his Bible; and the Psalms 
stood before the Odes, and not as in our MS. and perhaps in 
Lactantius' Bible, after the Odes: this is an important dis- 
covery, and the study of the text with its Targum has led to 
the recovery of part of the missing matter at the beginning of 
our MS. 

To make this clear I transcribe the Targum side by side 
with the Syriac text, in order to show their coincidence: 

The Hymn of Sophia as contained 

in the Gnostic Targum of 

the Pistis Sophia, 115, 116. The Syriac Odes of Solomon, 

Incepit vftvcvciv vis ciXucpivi/s Ode 5, ad fin. 

luminis, quae in o-ch^i^. "Yftvcvowa For my hope is upon the Lord, 

8c meae vi luminis, quae est corona and I will not fear : and because 

eius capitis cecinit v^lvov Sc dicens, the Lord is my salvation, I will 

Lumen est corona meo capiti et not fear : and he is a garland on 

haud ero absque ea, ut ne privent my head, and I shall not be moved: 

me wpopoXai av^oSov? et, ^uum Even if everything should be 

motaefuerintvkoxomnes^^oh^haud shaken, I stand firm, and if all 

movebor, et quum perierint meae things visible should perish, I 

vXai omnes, ut maneant in chao, shall not die: because the Lord 

quas videbuni vpofioXai avOa&ov9, is with me and I am with Him. 

ego 8c Aaud peribo, quod lumen est Hallelujah. 
mecunty atque etiatn ego ero cum 
lumine. 

Remembering the method of composition of the Targum, 
there can be no doubt that it is the fifth Ode which is being 
commented on. It is equally clear that the Ode which is set as 
the text to the Targum and which is introduced as the 19th 
Ode of Solomon does not coincide with it 

It runs as follows* : 

Dominus super caput meum sicut corona, neque ero absque 
eo (ea). Plexerunt mihi coronam veritatis, et ramos in me 
germinare fecit. Nam non similis est coronae aridae quae non 
germinat ; sed vivis super caput meum, et germinasti super 
caput meum : fructus tui pleni et perfecti sunt, pleni salute tua. 

Clearly this is not the right Psalm, except as regards the 
opening sentence. Probably the mistake arose in the first 
instance with the Targumist who copied a line out of a wrong 
Ode, and thus made the way for copying the whole Ode from a 

* Schmidt's rendering in Texte u, Untersuch, vii. a. 37. 
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wrong place. The inference is that we have recovered the 
missing first Od.e, 

It IS not uncommon in our book of Odes for the openings to 
be similar or to be repeated. The most striking example will 
be the short 27th Ode, which appears again almost bodily at the 
beginning of the 42nd Ode. The coincidences are important, 
as suggesting the same hand at different parts of the book. 

As our object is not so much the interpretation of the Pistis 
The Odes in Sophiu, as the elucidation of the Syriac Odes, we 
Sophia col- must collect the matter which is quoted from the 
lected. Odes in the Pistis Sophia, in order that the texts may 

be compared. It will be convenient to do this ia one place, rather 
than under the heading of the separate Psalms that may be 
quoted. For the text of the Odes, we have two translations, 
that of Schwartze-Petermann, and that which is emended from 
the original translation (Woide-Munter) by Schmidt, and is 
given in Harnack*s Texte u. Untersuchungen, Bd vii. We may 
quote these as S.-P. and W.-M.-S. We print these translations 
side by side. It is to be observed that Schmidt did not revise 
the Gnostic Targums when correcting the text of the Odes for 
Hamack, no doubt because their importance was not sufficiently 
recognized. But he went on to publish a complete translation 
into German of the Pistis Sophia, as well as of other Gnostic 
books preserved in Coptic. We shall have to refer to this 
enlarged and emended translation, but I do not think it 
necessary to give the German text of the quoted and com- 
mented Odes in fulP. [A complete German revision has been 
made by Schmidt for Harnack's edition, and will be found pp. 
14 — 20.] 

ODE I. 
The text is introduced as follows : 

Respondens Sc Maria, mater Jesu, dixit : Mi domine, tua vis 
luminis cVpo^rei/o-e de his verbis olim per Salomonem in eius 
decima nona ode et dixit : 

* There has also been a French edition by Am^lineau, which has been employed 
by Mead in his English edition of the Pistis Sophia. But as Am^lineau is 
impossible in his paleography, and, I believe, an unsafe guide in other respects, I do 
not refer to him. I am not engaged upon the Pistis Sophia, except indirectly. 

Schmidt's German edition appeared in 1905 under the auspices of the Prussian 
Academy of Sciences, with the title Koptisch-Gnostische Schriften, 
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S.-P. p. 116. 
* Dominus super meum caput 
sicut corona, neque ero absque eo. 
Plexerunt mihi coronam dXrfOtui^, 
Et fecit tuos kXoSov^ germinare 
in me, quod non tulit coronam 
aridam, haud germinantem, dXXa 
vivis super meum caput et proger- 
minas super me : tui KOfyn-oi pleni 
sunt et perfecti, pleni sunt tua 
salute. 



W.-M.-S. pp. 37» 38. 
Dominus super caput meum 
sicut corona, neque ero absque eo 
(ea). Plexerunt mihi coronam 
veritatis, et ramos tuos in me 
germinare fecit. Nam non similis 
est coronae aridae, quae non ger- 
minat, sed vivis super caput meum, 
et germinasti super caput meum : 
fructus tui pleni et perfecti sunt, 
pleni salute tua. 



ODE 5. 

The Gnostic Targum on the closing verses of this Ode has 
been already given: I repeat it for completeness below: the 
Targum on the rest of the Ode, and the text corresponding to it, 
are also found in the Pistis Sophia^ as indicated. The text is 
introduced as follows : 

Factum Sc est, quum Jesus finisset dicere haec verba suis 
fiadfjTai^y progressa Salome dixit : mi domine, mea vis dvtiyKa^et 
me ad dicendam solutionem verborum, quae dixit Trtcrr*? ao<\>ia, 
Tua vis €vpo<l>r)r€va€v olim per Salomonem dicens : 

S.-P. p. 114. ' W.-M.-S. p. 37. 

Manifestabo me tibi, domine, Gratias tibi agam, quia tu es 

quod tu es mens deus. Ne sine me, deus meus. Ne relinquas me. 



domine, amplius, quod tu es mea 
ikwi^ : dedisti mihi meum ius gratis 
[P tuum indicium] et servor a te : 
labuntor persequentes me, neve 
vidento me. Nubes caliginis ob- 
tegito eorum oculos atque nebula 
acpo9, esto caligo iis, neve vidento 
diem, ut ne prehendant me: esto 
impotens eorum consilium, et quae 
deUberarunt, veniunto in eos : me- 
ditati sunt consilium neve esto [P 
et non factum est] iis. vicerunt 
[P et vicerunt] eos validi, et quae 
pararunt coUapsa sunt infra eos. 
Est mea cXiri« in domino, et haud 
timebo, quod tu es meus deus. 



domine, quia tu es spes mea. 
Dedisti mihi iudicium gratis, et 
liberatus sum a te. Cadant per- 
sequentes me, et non videant me. 
Nubes fumi tegat oculos eorum et 
nebula aeris obtenebret eos, neve 
videant diem, ne prehendant me : 
consilium eorum fiat inefficax, et 
quae consultarunt, veniant super 
eos : meditati sunt consilium, neve 
succedat illis. Et vicerunt eos 
potentesS et quae praeparaverant 
malitiose, descenderunt in eos. 
Spes mea est in domino, et non 
timebo, quia tu es deus meus, 
servator meus. 



meus afjmrfp, 

^ Schmidt, * Und sie sind besiegt, obwohl sie machtig sind.* 
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ODE 5. 

Tlie Gnostic Targum, S.-P. p. 113. 

Cecinit v^ivov et clamavit sursum ad me dicens : vfivevato 
sursum ad te, lumen, quod volo venire ad te, vfivevao) tibi, lumen, 
nam tu es meus servator. Ne sine me in chao, libera me, lumen 
altitudinis, nam tu es, cui vfiv€V(a» Misisti mihituum lumen a te 
et servasti me. Duxisti me in to-jtou? superiores chaus. Colla- 
buntor [P delabuntor] igitur in roirov^ inferiores chaus irpofioXaL 
avdaiov^y quae persequuntur me^ neve veniunto in roirov<; superiores 
;// videant me, Et magna caligo obtegito eas, et venito iis obscura 
caligo ; neve vidento me in lumine tuae vis, quam misisti mihi ad 
servandam me : ut ne prehendant iterum me ; et eorum consilium 
quod excogitartint ad auferendam meam vim, ne fiat illis, et sicut 
[P KaTa modum, quo] dixerunt mihi, auferre meum lumen mihi, 
aufer suum quoque loco mei ; et dixerunt auferre meum lumen 
totum, neque poterant auferre id, quod tua vis luminis est mecum 
propterea quod consilium ceperunt sine tuo statuto, lumen, 
propter hoc non potuere auferre lumen meum, quod iiriaTeva-a 
lumini, non timebo, et lumen est meus servator, neque timebo. 

S.-P. 115, 116. 

'TfiP€vov<ra Be meae vi luminis, quae est corona eius capiti, 
cecinit vfivov Se dicens, Lumen est corona meo capiti, et haud ero 
absque ea^, ut ne privent me irpofioXai, aidaioif^ et, quum fnotae 
fuerint vktu omnes, ego Se haud mavebor, et quum perierint meae 
vKai omties, ut maneant in chao, quas videbunt 7rpol3o\ai avOaSov^, 
ego Be haudperibo, quod lumen est mecum, atque etiam ego ero cum 
lumine. 

ODE 6. 
The text of this Ode is introduced as follows : 

Progressus Petrus dixit : mi domine, de solutione verborum 
quae dixisti, tua vis luminis enrpo^ryrevce olim per Salomonem 
in eius a)8a£9. 

S..P. 131. W.^M.-S. /.r. p. 38. 

Egressa dvoppoia facta est Egressa est emanatio et facta 

magnum flumen latum : attraxit est magnum flumen dilatatum. 
eos omnes, et conversam super Attraxit eos omnes et conversa est 
^ Schmidt, *und nicht werde ich von ihm weichen.* 
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templum baud potuerunt capere 
in clausis et in locis aedificatis, 
neque potuerunt capere earn T€xyai 
capientium illos. Duxerunt earn 
super terram totam, atque pre- 
hendit eos omnes. Biberunt ver- 
santes super arenam aridam. 
Eorum sitis soluta est et ex- 
stincta, quum dedissent iis potum 
ab excelso. MaKopioi sunt Sulkovoi 
potus illius, quibus concredita est 
aqua domini. Converterunt labia 
arida, sumserunt vigorem animi 
[P in me] hi, qui erant soluti : 
prehenderunt (i.e. confirmarunt) 
^n^X**^* eicientes halitum, ut ne 
morerentur: erexerunt ftcXi; col- 
lapsa: dederunt robur suae Trap- 
prja-u^, atque dederunt lucem suis 
oculis, quod isti omnes cognovere 
se in domino, atque servati sunt 
aqua vitae usque ad aetemum. 



super templum*. Non potuerunt 
earn capere in locis munitis et 
aedificatis: neque potuerunt eam 
capere artes eorum qui inter- 
cipiunt (aquas). Duxerunt* eam 
super omnem terram, et ipsa 
comprehendit eos omnes. Bib- 
erunt qui habitabant in arena 
arida: sitis eorum soluta est et 
exstincta, cum daretur illis potus 
ab Altissimo. Beati sunt diaconi 
potus illius, quibus credita est 
aqua domini. Converterunt labia, 
quae arida erant, accipiebant 
gaudium cordis, qui soluti erant : 
comprehenderunt animas, halitum 
inmittentes, ne morerentur. Re- 
stituerunt membra quae cecide- 
rant, dederunt robur parrhesiae 
eorum, et lucem oculis eorum. 
Nam omnes illi se cognoverunt in 
domino et salvati sunt per aquam 
vitae aeternam*. 



ODE 6. 

The Gnostic Targum. S.-P. pp. 128 — 130. 

Ego igitur et altera vis, exiens a me, necnon '^vx^ quam 

accepi a Sabaothe a^aOt^, venerunt ducentes se invicem, factae 

sunt dvoppoia una luminis, existens lumen quam maxima. 

Vocavi Gabrielem desuper ab alaxnp atque etiam Michaelem 

per K€k€v<Ti,v mei patris, primi /jLvorrjpiov introspicientis, dedi 

CIS airoppoiav luminis, feci eos descendere in chaos, ut ^oridtoat 

iriaTct, <ro(f)ia at uti ferrent vires luminis, quas abstularunt ab ea 

irpo^okai avdaiov^, ut auferrant eas ab illis et darent Triaret 

aoil>ia ; et tempore, quo duxerunt airoppoiav luminis desuper in 

chaos, resplenduit quam maxime in chao toto et dilatata est in 

eius [P eorum] rowoi<$ omnibus; et quum vidissent magnum 

lumen airoppoiav illius irpofioXai avOaSovv, timuerunt super se 

invicem, atque airoppoua ilia extraxit iis vires omnes luminis, 

quas abstulerunt a iricrei aoil>ia neque iroXfirjaav irpofioXai 

> Schmidt, 'gegen den Tempel.* '^ Schmidt, *er wurde...gef\lhrl.' 

* Schmidt, *Wasser ewigen Lebens.' 

o. s. 4 
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aidc£ov^ prehendere avoppouiv luminis illius in chao tenebrarum, 
neque prehenderunt earn rext^ avOaJ^ov^ dominantis in wpoffoXa^. 
Et Gabriel et Michael attulerunt avoppouiv luminis in corpus vXtj^ 
TTto-reoi? ao^iaf; et iniecerunt in earn lumina eius omnia, quam 
[P quae] abstulerunt ab ea, atque accepit lumen totum acofia 
v\r)<$ [P + eius] : atque etiam acceperunt lumen eius vires 
omnes, quae in ea, hae quae acceperunt suum lumen et cessarunt 
indigere luminis ; nam acceperunt suum lumen, quod abstulerunt 
ab iis, propterea quod dederunt lumen Us a me. Et Michael et 
Gabriel, qui hvr\Kovt)cav mihi, duxerunt airoppoiav luminis in 
chaos daturam iis /jwarijpta luminis : Ais concredita est atroppoia 
luminis: banc, quam dedi iis, intuli in chaos. Et Michael et 
Gabriel non sumserunt quidquam luminis sibi in luminibus 
TTtcrreft)? cro^ta9, quae abstulerunt a irpojSoXai^ avffoBov^, Factum 
igitur est, quum diroppova luminis intulisset in ttiotiv ao<l>iav suas 
vires omnes luminis, quas abstulerunt [P abstulit s. abstulerat] 
a irpofioXais aidahov^ facta est lux tota, atque etiam vires 
luminis, quae sunt in irtaTei, (To<f>i€L, quas baud abstulerunt 
TTpo^oXai avOaBov^, hilares redditae sunt iterum et impletae 
sunt luminis, et lumina, quae iniecerunt in iriarLu <To^Lav, vivifi- 
carunt atofia eius vXi;9, in qua nullum lumen, haec quae peritura 
est aut haec quae perit, et constituerunt eius vires omnes, quae 
erant solvendae, et dederunt iis vim luminis^ Factae sunt iterum, 
sicut erant ab initio. Atque etiam exaltatae sunt in aiadi^trei, 
luminis, et vires omnes luminis ao<l>ia^ copiovere se invicem per 
airoppoiav luminis, et servatae sunt a lumine airoppoia^ illius. 

I have indicated some of the points where the Ode crops 
out : the broad stream of water has been replaced by an diroppoia 
of light, and this makes it difficult to follow the sequence of the 
Ode, satisfied thirst having been replaced by illumination. But 
the detailed commentary which follows will make it all clear. 

ODE 6. 

TAe detailed Commentary. S.-P. 131 — 135. 

Peter explains the meaning of a prophecy which the vis 
luminis had formerly made through Solomon. 

Audi igitur, mi domine, proferam verbum in irappr^aia Kara 
modum quo tua vis €7rpo<fyr)r€va€ per Salomonem : " diroppoui 

^ Schmidt, 'and sie nahmen sich eine Lichtkraft u.s.w.' 
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egressa facta est magnum flumen latum" quod est dvoppoia 
luminis dilatata est in chao, in roiroif; omnibus trpojSdXMv av0a^ 
Bov<; ; atque verbum iterum, quod tua vis dixit per Salomonem, 
*' attraxit eos omneSy duxit eos super templuml^ quod est hoc, 
attraxit vires omnes luminis a TrpofioKat,^ aifOaiov^ quas abstule- 
runt in [a] tna-rei ao<f>iay et iniecit eas in vtariv a'o<l>iav altera 
vice ; atque verbum rursus, quod tua vis dixit, " haud potuerunt 
capere earn \locd\ clatisa neque loca aedificata'' quod hoc est: 
trpofioXai avOaSov^ haud potuerunt prehendere dwoppoiav luminis 
in septis tenebrarum chaus, atque verbum iterum, quod dixit : 
" duxerunt eam^ super terram omnem, et implevit res omnes,'* quod 
hoc est : quum Gabriel et Michael duxissent eam [P eam super] 
a(op,a 7rt<rT€tt)9 a-o<f>ia(f, intulit in eam lumina omnia, quae 
abstukrunt ab ea irpo^oXai av0aSov^ atque splenduit [pr. factum 
est lumen] <To>fia eius vXiy^ ; atque verbum, quod dixit : " biberunt 
versantes in arena arida,** quod est, acceperunt lumen quae sunt 
omnia in inarei ao^ia quorum lumen abstulerunt (i.e, abstulerant) 
prius* {i.e, antehac); atque verbum quod dixit **sitis eorum 
soluta est et exstinctal' quod hoc est: eius vires cessarunt 
indigere luminis, quod abstulerunt [P om, quod abstulerunt], 
quoniam dederunt {i,e. datum est) iis lumen [P + suum], quod 
abstulerunt ab iis. Atque iterum icata modum [P + quoque] quo 
dixit tua vis, " dederunt iis potum ' ab excelso,'* quod hoc est i 
dederunt lumen iis ex diroppoia luminis, quae exiit a me, primo 
fivoTfjpKpy et Kara modum, quo dixit tua vis : " fiaKaptot sunt 
SiaKovoc potus illius" quod est verbum, quod dixisti : Michael et 
Gabriel, BiaKovrjaavre^, duxerunt dm-oppoiav luminis in chaos, 
atque etiam duxerunt eam sursum. Dabunt iis fivcTrjpta lumi- 
nis altitudinis, quibus concredita est dtroppota luminis, atque etiam 
Kara modum, quo dixit tua vis : " verterunt labia arida," quod 
hoc est : Gabriel et Michael haud sumserunt sibi e luminibus ttao-- 
Tea>9 ao<l>ta^t quae eripuerunt nrpoffoXat^ avdaSov^, dWa iniecerunt 
ea in triartv a'0(f>iav; atque iterum verbum, quod dixit : " acceperunt 
vigorem* in me qui sunt solutil' quod est hoc : aliae vires omnes 
viareoi)^ cro<^m9, quas haud abstulerunt wpofioXai av0aBov^, valde 
praeditae sunt vigore" et impletae lumine a suo socio lumine, 
quod iniecerunt ea in illas. Et verbum, quod tua vis dixit: 

* Schmidt, *er wurde...gefUhrt.* ' Schmidt, 'firUher genommen war.* 
8 Schmidt, *es wurde...gegeben.* * Schmidt, *Herzensfreude.' 

* Schmidt, *sind schr frohlich geworden.' 
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" vivificarunt y^irx,a<; eiicientes halitum, ut ne morermtur^^ quod hoc 
est : quum iniecissent lumina in tnanv ao(f)iav vivificarunt aa>fia 
eius 6X179 a quo lumina sua abstulere prius, hoc, quod erat 
periturum. Atque iterum verbum, quod tua vis dixit : " con- 
stituerunt fieXr) quae collapsa sunt^ aut ut ne collaberentur]' quod 
hoc est : quum intulissent in earn eius lumina, constituere (/>. 
erexere) eius vires omnes, quae erant dissolvendae ; atque etiam 
Kara modum, quo tua vis luminis dixit : " dederunt robur earum 
irapp'qfTia " ; quod hoc est : receperunt iterum illorum lumen 
atque factae sunt, sicut fuerunt prius: atque etiam verbum, 
quod dixit " dederunt lumen eorum oculisl' quod hoc est : ac- 
ceperunt alaOijatp in lumine et cognoverunt diroppoiav luminis, 
quod pertineat ad altitudinem. Atque etiam verbum, quod 
dixit : " isti omnes cognoverunt se in domino]' quod hoc est : vires 
omnes Trto-recD^ co^ui% cognovere se invicem per diroppocav 
luminis : atque etiam verbum, quod dixit/' servati sunt aqua vitae 
usque ad aetemum^]* quod hoc est : servatae sunt per diroppoiap 
luminis totius : atque verbum, quod dixit : " attraxit eos omnes 
dvoppoia luminis et attraxit eos super templum^" quod est : quum 
diroppoia luminis accepisset lumina omnia 7rAo-T€ft)9o-o^ta9,et quum 
eripuisset ea a 7rpol3o\ai<; av0a£ov^t iniecit ea in Tna-riv <To^iav^ 
atque conversa est, exiit a chao, 'ascendit in perfectionem [P vel 
** super te "] quod tu es templum ». Haec est solutio verborum 
omnium, quae dixit tua vis luminis per oden Salomonis. Factum 
igitur, quum primum fivaTtfpiov audisset haec verba, quae dixit 
Petrus, locutum est ei : evye, puKapui^ Petre, haec est solutio 
verborum quae dixerunt [ue. dicta sunt]. 

ODE 22. 

This Ode is introduced as follows : 

Respondens ie primum fiva-T^piov dixit : KcXevm tibi, Mathaee, 
ut proferas solutionem vfivov, quem dixit irtari^ ao<l>ui, Respon- 
dens Be Mathaeus dixit : de solutione vfivov quem dixit irtari^ 
<ro<f>ia tua vis luminis hrpoifyqrevaev olim in ^17 Salomonis : 

S.-P. pp. 155, 156. W.-M.-S. p. 39. 

Qui deduxit me in locis ex- Is, qui duxit me deorsum e 

celsis super caelum, et duxit me locis altis, caelestibus, et duxit me 

* Schmidt, *Wasser ewigen Lebens.* 

' Schmidt, *riss alles an sich, und tog (?) es Uber den Tempel.' 

*"' Schmidt, *und kam Uber Dich, der Du der Tempel bist.* 
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sursum in locis quae in funda- 
mento inferiori: qui abstulit ibi 
haec, quae in medio, et docuit me 
ea, qui dispersit meos inimicos, et 
meos &vTihKov^y qui dedit mihi 
i^ovaiav super vincula ad solvenda 
ea, qui waTo^c serpentem cum 
septem capitibus meis manibus. 
Constituit me super eius radicem, 
ut evellerem eius cnrcpfia atque tu 
eras mecum, adiuvans me, in omni 
loco circumdedit me tuum nomen. 
Dextra tua perdidit venenum 
huius, qui dicit malum. Tua 
manus stravit viam tuis Trurroi^, 
Redemisti eos e ra^is et trans- 
tulisti eos e mediis cadaveribus. 
Sumsisti ossa mortua, induisti iis 
crwfta et qui baud movent se, 
dedisti eis cvcpyciav vitae. Via 
tua facta est perniciei expers, 
atque tua facie duxisti [P tua 
facies- Duxisti] tuum. oiWa in 
perniciem, ut dissolverentur omnes 
et fierent novi, et uti tuum lumen 
sit duplicatum [P fundamentum] 
iis omnibus. Construxisti tuam 
opulentiam per eos et facti sunt 
habitaculum sanctum. 



in loca, quae in fundament© in- 
feriori. Is^ qui abstulit ibi haec, 
quae in medio sunt, et docuit me 
ea. Is, qui dispersit inimicos 
meos et adversarios meos. Is, 
qui dedit mihi potestatem super 
vincula ad solvenda ea. Is qui 
percussit serpentem septem capita 
habentem manibus meis: con- 
stituit me super radicem eius, ut 
exstinguerem semen eius. Et tu 
eras mecum, adsistens mihi. Omni 
in loco circumdedit me nomen 
tuum. Dextra tua perdidit vene- 
num male loquentis. Manus tua 
planavit viam fidelibus tuis. Liber- 
asti eos e sepulcris et transtulisti 
eos e medio cadaverum. Accepis- 
ti ossa mortua, induisti iis corpus, 
et, qui non movent se, dedisti eis 
iv€py€tav vitae. Via tua facta est 
expers perniciei, et etiam facies 
tua: duxisti aeona tuum in per- 
niciem* ut dissolverentur omnes 
et renovarentur. *Et ut lumen 
tuum duplicaretur iis omnibus*, 
superstruxisti divitias tuas super 
eos, effecti sunt habitaculum 
sanctum'. 



ODE 22. 

TAe Gnostic Targum. S.-P. 153 — 155. 

Pergens he adhuc iriari^ <To<l>ia, vfivevae rursum ad me 
dicens : " vfivevo) sursum ad te hoc. Tuo statute edt4xisti me ab 
atwvi excelso^ qui supra caelum, et deduxisti me ad roirov<; in- 
ferioresy atque etiam tuo statuto liberasti me e roiroi^ inferioribus, 
et per te abstulisti vXtjv ibi, quae est in meis viribus luminis, et vidi 
eam, atque tu dispersisti a, me 'rrpo/SoXa^ avdaBov^, quae affligebant 
me et erant inimici mihi, atque dedisti mihi i^ovauiv ut solverer 

» Schmidt, *Du hast Deinen Aeon Ubcr das Verderlien gefllhrt* 
*■* Schmidt,. *und Dein Licht ihnen alien Fundament sei.* 
• Schmidt, *Du hast Deinen Reichtum auf sie gebaut.* 
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e vinculis irpo^oktav Adamae, et iwara^a^ serpentem bdsiliscum 
cum septem capitibus. Proiecisti [P eiecisti] eum meis manibus, 
et constituisti me super eius iX'rjv, Perdidisti earn, ut ne tnrepfia 
suum surgeret inde ad hoc tempore, atque tu es qui eras mecum, 
dans mihi vim in his omnibus, et tuum lumen circumdedit tne in 
rowoi^ omnibus, et per te reddidisti wpo^oXa^ omnes avdaBov^ 
impotentes, quod abstulisti vim sui luminis ab eis et direxisti 
meam viam ad educendam me ex chao, et transtulisti me e tenebris 
vKiKat^ et abstulisti meas vires omnes ab lis, ^quarum lumen 
abstulere^ Iniecisti in eas lumen purum, et meis p.^'K^aw omni- 
bus, quibus nullum lumen, dedisti lumen purum ex lumine 
altitudinis, et direxisti viam iis, et lumen tuae faciei factum- mihi 
est vita, pernicie vacua, Duxisti me sursum super chaos, locum 
(tottov) chaus et pemiciei, ut dissolverentur omnes vXai, quae in 
eo, quae sunt in roirq> illo, et uti fiant novae meae vires omnes 
tuo lumine, et ut tuum lumen sit in iis omnibus, Posuisti lumen 
tuae airoppoia^ in me. Facta sum lumen purgatum." Hie 
iterum est secundus vfivo^; quem dixit in<m^ ao<l>ia, 

ODE 22. 

The detailed Commentary. 

Matthew then goes on to show in detail the parallelism 
between the Ode of Solomon and the hymn of the Pistis Sophia. 

S.-P. pp. 156—160. 

Haec, igitur, mi domine, est solutio vfjLvov quem dixit irurri^ 
<Toif>t,cu Audi igitur, dicam eam ingenue. Verbum quod tua vis 
dixit per Salomonem : " qui deduxit me e locis excelsis quae super 
caelum^ atque etiam duxisti me sursum in locis, quae in funda- 
mento inferioril' ipsum est verbum, quod dixit iria-ri^ ao^^a: 
vfjLpevo) sursum ad te hoc. Tuo statuto duxisti me ex hoc altavt 
excelso, qui super caelum, et duxisti me in rowov^ inferiores, 
atque etiam servasti me tuo statuto, duxisti me sursum in T07rot<? 
inferioribus. Et verbum, quod tua vis dixit per Salomonem : 
" qui abstulit ibi haec, quae in medio, et docuit me ea^ ipsum est 
verbum, quod dixit in<rri<; ao^ta : atque etiam per te abstulisti' 
vKriv quae in media mea vi, et vidi eam : atque etiam verbum, 

*~^ Schmidt, *deren Licht genommen war.' 
^ Schmidt, ' hast ... reinigen lassen. * 
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quod tua vis dixit per Salomonem : " qui dispersit meos inimicos 
et meos avrih,Kov<i'' ipsum est verbum, quod dixit tnvri^ co^ia : 
et tu es, qui dispersisti a me irpofioXa^ omnes avdaZov^ quae 
afHigebant me, et quae erant inimici mihi ; et verbum, quod 
tua vis dixit : " qui dedit mihi suam ao^iav super vincula ad 
solvenda ea''\ ipsum est verbum, quod dixit imrTi^ <ro<f>ta ; [+ et P] 
dedit mihi suam <ro<l>iav ut solverer e vinculis trpopoKcav illarum ; 
et verbum, quod tua vis dixit : " qui enara^e serpentem cum septem 
capitibus meis manibus et constituit me super eius radicem, ut 
evellerem eius oTrepfia,'* ipsum est verbum, quod dixit wum^ 
<Toif>ta : et iirara^a^ serpentem cum septem capitibus meis mani- 
bus et constituisti me super eius vXiyi/, perdidisti eum, ut ne eius 
(rrrepfia surgeret inde ab hac hora; et verbum, quod tua vis 
dixit: ** et tu mecum eras, adiuvabas me^^ ipsum est verbum, 
quod dixit wiart^ ao^ia : et tu eras mecum, dans vim mihi in 
his omnibus ; et verbum quod tua vis dixit : " et tuum nomen 
circumdedit ine in omni local' ipsum est verbum, quod dixit 
iruTTt,^ a'o<f>ia: et tuum lumen circumdedit me in eorum locis 
omnibus; et verbum, quod tua vis dixit: "et tua dextera 
perdidit venerium huius qui dicit maluml' ipsum est verbum, 
quod dixit iriari^ ao^m ; et per te factae sunt impotentes 
irpoffoluu avdahov^^ quod abstulisti lumen vis suae ab iis ; et 
verbum, quod tua vis dixit: "/«^ ^hanus stravit viam tuis 
iriaToif;!* ipsum est verbum, quod dixit Tnan^ ao^uL ; direxisti 
meam viam ad educendam me e chao, quod i-mareva'a tibi ; 
et verbum, quod tua vis dixit : '* redemisti eos e Ta(l>ot<; et 
transtulisti eos e mediis cadaveribus" ipsum est verbum, quod 
dixit irtari^ a'o<f>ta : et redemisti me e chao et transtulisti me 
e tenebris v\t/cai<; quae ipsae sunt trpoffoXai, caliginis, quae in 
chao, e quibus suum lumen abstulisti ; et verbum, quod tua vis 
dixit: "sumsisti ossa mortua, induisti eis trtoiui, et hiy qui non 
movent se^ dedisti iis ivepyeiav vitae^* ipsum est verbum, quod dixit 
irurri^ ao<f>ui : et abstulisti meas vires omnes, in quibus nullum 
lumen, et [om. et P] indidisti eis lumen purum, et meis fieXeaip 
omnibus, in quibus nullum lumen movetur, dedisti eis lumen vitae 
tua altitudine ; et verbum quod tua vis dixit : ** tua via facta est 
pemicie vactm et tuafacies^* ipsum est verbum, quod dixit Tnari^ 
aoi^iai et direxisti viam [+tuam P] mihi, et lumen tuae faciei facta* 
mihi est vita, pemicie vacua; et verbum, quod tua vis dixit: 

* iactom P» 
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" duxislituum aiwva in pernicietn, ut dissolverentur ut fierent novi 
omneSy' ipsum est verbum, quod dixit irLan^ ao^ia : Muxisti me, 
tuam vim, in chaos et in perniciemS ut dissolverentur v\ai omnes, 
quae sunt [4 sursum P] in roirtp illo,et ut fierent novae meae vires 
omnes lumine'; et verbum, quod tua vis dixit, " ei tuum lumen 
duplicatum [P fundamentum] est^ its omnibus** : ipsum est verbum, 
quod dixit irum,^ ao<l>La : et tuum lumen est in iis omnibus : et 
verbum quod tua vis luminis dixit per Salomonem : '' posuisti 
^tuam opulentiam^ in eo, etfactus est habitaculum sanctum *': ipsum 
est verbum, quod dixit Triart^ a-o(^ia : firmasti lumen tuae dirop- 
poiaq super me, et facta sum lumen purum. Haec igitur, domine 
mi, est solutio vfivov, quem dixit iri^ari^ (ro<f>ui. 

ODE 25. 
The text of this Ode is introduced as follows : 
Respondens Be primum /ii;(rTi;/:>eor dixit Thomae : KcXevo) tibi, 
ut proferas solutionem vfivov, quem vfivevaev sursum ad me 
wtari^; ao^ia, Respondens Sc Thomas dixit : mf domine, de 
vfivtp quem dixit iriari^ quod liberata est a chao : tua vis luminis 
iir po^ffrevaev olim per Salomonem, filium Davidis, in eius ^iai^ : 

S.-P. p. 150. W.-M.-S. i.e. p. 39. 

Servatus sum e vinculis. Fugi Liberatus sum e vinculis. Fugi 

ad te, domine, quod fuisti mihi ad te, domine : quia fuisti mihi ad 

dextraservansme,atqueservansme dextram, sal vans me. [Et salvans 

et adiuvans me, UiaXvaa^ pugnan- me] et adiuvans me, prohibuisti 

tes contra me, neque apparuerunt, adversarios meos, neque se mani- 

quod tua facies mecum erat ser- festaverunt, quod tua facies mecum 

vans me tua xapiTu Affecta sum est, liberans me gratia tua. Accepi 

ignominia coram multitudine,atque contumeliam coram multitudine, 

proiecerunt me. Fui sicut plum- eteiecerunt me; fuisicut plumbum 

bum coram iis. Facta mihi est coram iis. Fuit mihi robur per te 

vis a te adiuvans me, quod posu- adiuvans me. Quia posuisti lu- 

isti lucernas ad dexteram mihi et cemas ad dextram meam et ad 

ad sinistram mihi, ut ne quidquam sinistram meam, ne neutra parte 

circa me esset luminis expers. luminis expers essem. Texisti me 

•E(r#c€iraoras me sub umbra tuae sub umbra gratiae tuae et*superavi 

misericordiae et fui super vestes vestimenta pellicea*. Dextra tua 

1-* Schmidt, *Du hast mich, Deine Kraft, Uber das Chaos hinaufgedlhrt und iiber 
das Verderben.' : 

* Schmidt, *ist ihnen alien Fundament (geworden).' 
^"^ Schmidt, *Deinen Reichtum.* 
*"* Schmidt, *ich wurde uberhoben den^us Fellen gemachten Kleidern.* 
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pelliceas. Tua dextra exaltavit exaltavit me, et abstulisti infirmi- 

me et abstulisti infirmitatem a me : tatem porro a me. Fui corro- 

Factus sum validus tua veritate, boratus veritate tua, purgatus 

purgatus tua SiKoioowy. Remoti iustitia tua. Procul remoti sunt 

sunt a me pugnantes contra me, a me adversarii mei, et iustificatus 

et iustificatus sum tua XRW^^^^^^ ^^^ iustitia tua, quia requies tua 

nam tua quies est ad aeternum est in saecula saeculorum. 
aeternitatis. 

ODE 25. 

TAe Gnostic Targum. (S.-P. 148, 149.) 

Pergens Se iterum in sermone primum fivarrfpiov dixit 
/MaOrjTat^ : Factum est, quum duxissem wioriv <TO(^iav sursum in 
chao, exclamavit iterum dicens: ^'Servata sum in chao, et soluta e 
vinculis caliginis. Veni ad te, lumen, qiwdfuisti lumen ex omni 
parte mihi servans me, et adiuvans me, Et irpofioXa^ aidaZov<i quae 
pugnant contra me, kKtoKvaa^ tuo lumine, et haud potturunt 
adpropinquare mihi, quod erat tuum lumen mecum, et servabat me 
tua [P me in tua] airoppouf luminis, quoniam yap Trpo^oXai 
[P -\- avOaSovsi] afBigentes me abstulerunt meam vim a me, 
iniecerunt me in orcos (chaos Plur.) nullum lumen habentem. 
Fui sicut vKf) gravis coram iis, Atque post haec vis diroppoia^ 
venit mihi a te servans me. Splenduit ad sinistram mihi et ad 
dextram mihi ; et circumdabat me, ex omni parte mihi erat, utne 
ullum fi€po<; quo fui, essem [P esset] sine lumine, et obtexit [P 
obtexistt] me lumine tuae diroppoia^ et purgasti in me omnes 
meas v\a<i malas, et fui super meas vXa9 omnes propter tuum 
lumen ^et tuam wwoppoiav luminis. Ista exaltavit me^ et abstulit 
me irpo^oXai^ aidaiov^ ffXifiovaai^ me. Atque fui confisa tuo 
lumini, nee non lumen purum [P lumini puro] tuae diroppota^;, 
et remotae sunt a me irpo^okat avOoBov^ quae affligebant me, et 
facta sum lux tua magna vi, quod tu servas omni tempore. 

ODE 25. 

The detailed Commentary. 

Thomas explains that he will interpret openly the words 
of the Pistis Sophia, and proceeds to speak iv irapprjaia, as 
follows : 

^"^ Schmidt, 'und Dein Lichtabfluss ist es, der mich erhoht...hat.' 
O. S. K 
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S.-P. 150—153- 

Verbum igitur, quod tuil vis luminis dixit per Salomonem : 
** Servatus sum e vincutis, Fugi ad te^ dontinel' ipsum est 
verbum, quod dixit irMti^ ao^ui : soluta sum e vinculis caliginis, 
veni ad te, domine [P lux] ; et verbum, quod dixit tua vis ; 
" Fuisti mihi dextra servans me et adiuvans me** ; ipsum iterum 
est verbum, quod dixit in<Tri<; <ro<^ia : factus es lumen ex omni 
parte mihi et adiuvans me: et verbum quod tua vis luminis 
dixit *'iK<a\v<Ta^ pugnantes contra me^ et haud appartiertint** 
ipsum est verbum, quod dixit miaTi^ ao^ia: et 7rpoffQXa<; avffoBov^ 
quae pugnant contra me, iKtoXvaaf: tuo lumine, et haud potuerunt 
adpropinquare mihi ** : et verbum, quod tua vis dixit, " quod tua 
fades mecum erat servans me tua ^a/^^T*," ipsum est verbum, 
quod dixit iriari^ &o^ia: quod tuufn lumen erat mecum ser- 
vans me tua airoppo^a luminis : et verbum quod tua vis dixit, 
^^^contemnor eorum multitudine et proiecerunt me^** ipsum est 
verbum, quod dixit fti&n^ <7o<^m; afflixerunt me wpd/SoXai 
aUBaiovK et abstulefunt melim vim a me, et contemta sum 
coram iis et proiecerunt me in chao expertem luminis. Et 
verbum, quod tua vis dixit : '*/ui sicut plumbum coram its/' 
ipsufn est verbum, quod dixit iriafi^ ao^ia : quum abstulissent 
mea lumina a me, facta sum sicut h\vi gravis coram iis. Et 
verbum, [ + rursus P] quod tua vis dixit, " et facta mihi est vis a 
te adiuvans me** ipsum [ +quoque P] est Verbum, quod dixit tncrv^ 
(Toiffia: et post haec vis luminis venit mihi a te servans me**: et ver- 
bum quod tua vis dixit : ''posuisti lucernas ad dextram mihi et 
ad stnistram mihi^ ut ne quidquam circa me esset luminis expers** 
ipsum est verbum, quod dixit ifitrrt^ ao^iay Tua vis luminis 
[P + splenduit] ad dextram mihi et ad sinistram mihi et circum- 
dans me ab omni parte, ut ne quidquam circa me esset luminis 
expers: et verbum quod tua vis dixit: ^^ iatceiroAra^ me umbra 
tuae misericordiael* ipsum iterum est verbum, quod dixit triari^ 
<ro<t>ia: etobtexisti me lumine tuae aVoppota?; et verbum quod tua 
vis dixit : "^fui super vestes pelliceas^l* ipsum iterum est verbum, 
quod dixit itkttis; qo^ia\.tX eiecerunt a me meas v\a^ omnes 
malas, et 'elevavi eas* tua lumine ; et verbum, quod tua vis dixit 
per Salomonem : ^'^tua dextra exaltavitme et abstulit infirmitatem 

'"^ Schmidt, *ich wurde verachtel im Angesichte vieler und hinausgestpssen.' 
'"' Schmidt, *ich wurde Uberhoben den aus Fellen gemachten Kleidern.' 
*~* Schmidt, 'ich^rhob mich Uber sie.' 
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a mel' ipsum est verbum, quod dixit 'rrian^ ao^ia : et txx^awoppoia 
luminis haec est, quae exaltavit me tuo lumine, et abstulit a me 
wpofioXofi €w6a£ov9 ffkiffovaa<: me ; et verbum, quod tua vis 
dixit: -^f actus sum validus tua veritate etpurgatus tua iiKcuoewri" 
ipsum est verbum, quod dixit iriart^ ao^ia : facta sum valida 
tuo lumine et siun lumen purgatum tua dnoppoiq, : et verbum, 
quod tua vis dixit : ** remoii sunt a me pugnantes mecum" ipsum 
e^ verbum, quod dixit iriart^ ao<^ia\ remotae sunt a me irpo^ 
fiaXai avBeAov^, hae quae affligebant me, et verbum quod tua 
vis luminis dixit per Salcxnopem : "^/ iustificatus sum tua xpv- 
iTTOTifTi, f$4od ttia quies est ad aetemum aetemitatis'^ : ipsum est 
verbum, quod dixit inaTi% ^ro^a : servata sum tua x^^QroTtYn 
quod tu servas unumquemque. Haec igitur, o mi domine, est 
solutio tota fierapoia^ quam dixit ntaris; 4roi^ia quum servata 
esset in chao et soluta est e vincuiis caliginis. . 

These, then, are the extracts and comments on the Odes of 
Solomon which are contained in the Pistis Sophia. 

We will now examine what l^ht they throw on the original 
form of the text, and we will also enquire as to the 

Oriifin»t * 

tS^d** ^^ language in which the book was originally circulated. 
We begin by comparing the Odes quoted in the 
Coptic book with their Syriac equivalents. 

The presumption is that the Coptic is a direct translation 
from the Greek : the number of Greek words that are embedded 
in the Coptic at once suggests this, and it is natural to carry 
back these Greek words into the text from which the Coptic is 
derived. 

A little caution is necessary, /or it will be remembered that 
Greek words are often used in the Coptic to redeem the 
language from its linguistic poverty, and it will also be found 
that the Coptic does not always directly transliterate a Greek 
word :. it sometimes translates by ai^other and more familiar 
Greek word. But wiih some reserve of this kind, the Greek 
elements in the text are sufficient evidence that the book was 
taken from the Greek to the Egyptian language ; and we know 
that the Psalms and Odes had a wide circulation amongst 
Greek-speaking peoples. The Pistis Sophia^ in which the Odes 
are embedded, dates from the third century, and the author of 
the Pistis had, as we have shown, the Odes bound up with his 
Canonical Psalter ; at the time intimated there was no Coptic 
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[Thebaic] Bible from which the extracts could have been made ; 
so we may be sure the Odes were taken from a Greek Bible, 
and, with almost equal certainty, that the Pistis Sophia itself 
was a Greek book. Detailed examination leads to the same 
result 

Suppose we examine the parts of the sixth Ode which we 
have preserved both in Coptic and in Syriac : this is the Ode 
in which Harnack thought we could detect both Gnostic and 
Egyptian elements, the supposed Gnostic feature being the use 
of the word diroppoiay and the supposed Egyptian feature being 
a sudden inundation, which sweeps over a whole country and 
defies professional attempts to regulate it. Near the end of the 
Ode is a beautiful passage describing the way in which the 
ministers of the water of life have assuaged the thirst of the 
world : they have given ease to dry lips, strength to paralysed 
wills and weak limbs. Then the writer adds 

" Members which had fallen they made straight and set 
up. They gave strength for their coming and light to 
their eyes." 

There is something awkward about this word * coming * : and 
when we turn to the Coptic we find 

*' Restituerunt membra quae ceciderant. Dederunt 
robur irapprfaia eorum et lucem oculis eorum." 

This is almost as unintelligible as the former; what does he 
mean by * strength for freedom of speech ' ? However we have 
found out that the Greek behind the Coptic read rp irapprjala 
avToiv; and it is not difficult to infer that the Syriac has 
rendered a Greek text tj} irapovaia avr&v. Now which of 
these is correct ? Neither of them makes good sense. But if 
we write 

rfj irapkaei avr&v or t^ irapoKvaei avr&v 
" they gave them strength for their paralysis," 
we can make the passage intelligible, and explain both the 
Coptic and Syriac readings*, 

* The key to the passage is Is. xxxv. 3 = Heb. xiL 12; Iffx^^'^^-'-t^^^T^ 
TafHiXeXvfUifa (Is.), and cf. rd wapoXeXvfUvoL y6va,Tti di^opduffaTe (Heb.). 

For a similar confusion between wtipovfflaand wappijoia we may compare the words 
of Valentinus, quoted in Clem. Alex. Strom, ii. 12 : efj S4 icruf dya66s' ov xapprfala ij 
dtd Tov vlov <pay4p<iiCiSf where Grabe, Sptc, 2 conjectures wapovcla. 
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This suggests that the Syriac as well as the Coptic has a 
Greek text behind it. We shall examine this point more in 
detail presently. 

We are not limited to the occurrence of the single Greek 
word Trapprja-ia (whether it be the right word or only a corrup- 
tion); nor to the favourite word airoppo^a which the Pistis 
Sophia has caught at, on account of its Gnostic associations. 

The Syriac tells us that the flood could not be restrained by 
the professional restrainers, nor by the arts of those who make 
the management of floods their business. The Coptic text 
tells us 

haud potuerunt caperc in clausis et in locis aedificatis, 
neque potuerunt capere eam re-xyav capientium illos. 

Here the Syriac is somewhat at variance from the Coptic, 
but it is clear that 'capere' stands for the Syriac 'restrain,' 
and that rexvai is the Greek word for the Syriac * arts of the 
restrainers.' 

The Gnostic Targum has also worked in rexyat in the 
following form : 

neque iroXfirjaav prehendere aTroppoiap neque 

prehenderunt earn rexvv 

Here * prehendo ' is the same as * capio/ and stands for the 
Syriac 'restrain.' Tex^ai seems to come from the original 
Greek. I should have said that iroXfATjaav came from the same 
source, if it were not that the text and the comment have 
'potuerunt' in harmony with the Syriac. 

Another bit of the original Greek is picked up in the clause 
which answers to the Syriac, 

* Blessed are the ministers of that draught* 
Here the Coptic gives us, Maxapiot sunt Bta/covoL potus illius, 
and the Comment, as well as the Targfum, explains that the 
ministers are Michael and Gabriel, oi StaKomjaavre^. So that 
we can restore the words Maxapioi ela-iv oi iiaKovoi ovroi to the 
Greek. And so in other cases. 

But this raises the question whether the Greek is the last 
stage. Were the Odes written in Greek ? Or may we say, as 
for the eighteen Psalms, that they were translated into Greek 
from an original Hebrew ? The possibility must at all events be 
kept in mind. But we can only advance by slow stages. The 
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next step should be to confirm the suggestion that the Syriac 
hks been translated from a Greek base by discussing the case 
for the eighteen Psalms. 

Here we should naturally expect dependence on the Greek. 
The Syriac of ^^^ ^^ *s now clearly made out, as Ryle and James 
dlplSd»"!Ji'thc have shown, that the original Hebrew of these 
Greek. Psalihs was done into Greek at a very early period. 

For the Greek version of the i ith Psalm is used by the author 
of the book of Baruch in his fifth chapter, and this chapter is 
quoted at length by Irenaeus. So it would be unreasonable to 
put the Greek of the eighteen Psalms later than the middle of 
the first century, when it is employed by Baruch writing, 
probably, not later than the end of the first century. 

So the Greek of these Psalms is available for translation into 
Syriac at a very early date ; we have to determine from the 
evidence before us whether it was so translated from the Greek. 
Let us see whether the Syriac confirms any conjectures either 
in Greek or in Hebrew that the editors have thought necessary 
to the understanding or betterment of the text. It does not 
confirm Hilgenfeld's brilliant suggestion of opmv for opicop in 
Ps. ii. 30 : the Syriac has * mountains' and agrees with the Greek 
tradition. In Ps. ii. 20 Gebhardt's emendation of icaT€<rira<T€P to 
tcareairaadv) is confirmed by the Syriac AflftSkAir^o, which is 
rather a free translation. In Ps. v. 4 Gebhardt conjectures 

0x5 ^hp Xij'^eral [rt?] <rKv\a, irapa avSpo^ hvvarov 
and the word added is confirmed by the Syriac, which adds 
r^JLiis (a son of man, a man) : but then the Copenhagen MS. 
has (TKvXa avOpoyrro^, and the Syriac might just as well be a 
translation of this. 

In Ps. viii. 3 Hilgenfeld's emendation 

Kcu ahra [eV] t^ xapBia fiov 

is not confirmed by the Syriac, which follows the MSS. in 
omitting iv. 

In Ps. X. I Fritzsche made a striking emendation to the first 
couplet, 

MaKdpio<; dvrjp oi 6 xvpio^ ip^vrjcdfi iv iXsyfi^, 
Kol iKVKXwffri diro oSov wopfipa<; iv iiaarirfi 

by reading €K(»\v0r) for itev/cTuMri. 
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The Syriac confirms this conjecture, which Gebhardt has 
discarded in favour of a misunderstood Hebrew text. If this is 
not a successful emendation on the part of a scribe, the Syriac 
at this point takes precedence of the existing Greek texts: but 
that does not mean that it is not dependent on a Greek text. 

In Ps. xvi. 9 the Greek text 

rd Spy a r&p y(^eip&v fuov Karevffvvov iv tov^ aov 
is altered in the Syriac to epcoirtov aov which seems a better, as 
well as an easier reading. 

In Ps. xvii. 16 [14] where Gebhardt has emended 
[Koffm teal rd eOvr) ev Toi^ 7ro\e<re] rov adhov^ avr&v 
for Toik ^€01)9 air&v of Cod. R the Syriac reads ' to their gods ' 
with the rest of the Greek MSS. 

In Ps. xvii. 23 [21] Gebhardt emends 

€49 TOP Kaipop hv etKov <ri/, 6 tfco? 
for the current Greek 

€49 TOP Kaipop bp €2S€9 [tS€9, olSe^, oISa9]. 

The Syriac has iur^r^ij*, which answers most nearly to €K€9. 

This is one of the places where Felix Perles found a trace of 
the original Hebrew, which had been corrupted from m^^ to 
HJ^T, i'^* from *thou hast appointed' to 'thou hast known.' 
Most of the proposed emendations seem to me to be more 
ingenious than necessary. The Syriac, at all events, does not 
endorse them. 

In Ps. xvii. 32 [30] the Syriac renders ip iwi<njfi^ by Aur^di^, 
which throws light on the same expression in Ps. ii. 6, where the 
Syriac seems to have left the words untranslated, but there 
Felix Perles conjectured that they stood for an original Hebrew 
^P33. The Syriac seems, while itself following the Greek in 
Ps. xvii. 32, to support this restoration of Perles for the Hebrew 
in Ps. ii. 6. 

In Ps. xvii. 37 [33] Gebhardt has added conjecturally the 
word Xaot9 in 

ical iroWoU [Xaol9] ov avpa^ei ikwiSa^ eh rifUpap troXifwv* 

The Syriac has * and he shall hot hope in a multitude for the 
day of war,* and so does not favour the emendation. So far, 
then, as these passages go, there is not much ground for taking 
the Syriac outside the grouping of the Greek MSS,, and erecting 
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it into a separate authority. There are one or two passages to 
be considered in which the Syriac gives us either an independent 
conjecture, or something nearer to the original text. 
In Ps. i. 6 the difficult 

KoX ovK TjvejKav 

Singular read- t 

i^^^ofthe of the MSS. is replaced by o^v f<i.l, and the 

sentence connected with the previous elirav by 
omission of the intervening matter, so as to read 

*And they spake what they did not understand'; 

whether this was arrived at in the first instance by substituting 
eyvaicav for TJpeyKav is not quite clear : but the whole treatment 
of the text is too drastic to allow us to believe that the Syriac is 
the original. Another suggestion is that the Syriac translator 
read koX ovk eyvaop, and took it for a 3rd person plural instead 
of a 1st person singular. 

In Ps. ii. 29 [25] the difficult 

Tov eiweiv rfjv xnreprji^aviav tov hpcucovro^ 

appears in the Syriac as fiUMTSu which makes excellent sense, 
from whatever quarter it is derived. Perles conjectures that the 
original Greek was raireivovv: it is just conceivable that the 
Syriac might stand for a translation of this. 
In Ps. ii. 41 [37] for 

6t;Xoyi;T09 icvpio^ eh tov ai&va ivoiwiov Bov\a>p avTov 

the Syriac has the equivalent of vwo r&v iovXtov avrovy and a 
glance at the previous line of the Greek will show that ivdviop has 
been accidentally borrowed from there, so that we may replace 
vwo rwv on the faith of the Syriac, which at this point establishes 
a better Greek text 

In Ps. iv. 25 [21, 22] for 

Koi irapaipyurav t6v deov* koX wapd^vvav 
i^apai ainom airo t^9 7^9 

the Syriac reads 

KoX irapdpTficav [oi^jlK'J rhv Oeov 
Koi irapaopyiaOf) [dC*A»4if<oJ i^apai ktL 

Here the translator seems to have taken a slight liberty 
with his text, by translating the same word in two different 
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ways, unless we prefer the explanation that wapto^vvOr) stood in 
his copy, instead of iraptopyiadff. 
In Ps. viii. 23 [20] the clause 

awoikeaev apyovra^ avrmv koi irdvra iT0<^6v 
has for its last words 

'because he is wise in counsel'; 
it is, however, only a blunder in the Syriac text itself: read Aao 
for A\*aa and you have the equivalent of the Greek. 

The same thing has happened in Ps. x. 9 [8], wliere the 
Syriac reads 

* The salvation of the Lord is upon the house of Israel 
for an eternal Kingdom * : 

a very slight change restores r^^QAOJsn for f^^asLLsa and 
gives us the Greek <ra><f>poavpr)v as in Codd. H (R). This must, 
in its turn, be corrected to evK^poavvrfp with Codd. J L C. 

Here the Syriac follows a corrupt Greek text, and has itself 
been corrupted. For more violent changes in the Syriac we 
may take the following: 
Ps. ii. 37 [33] 

eiXoyetre rov 0€6v, ol ^ofiovp^evoi 

rov Kvptov iv eirtan^fitf 

on r6 iXeo^ Kvpiov itrl roif^ ^o/Sov/iivov^ 

avTOP fiercL KpifiaTo^* 

The Syriac reads ev <rx;i]fiaTi for ev cTTicmJ/ii; : but the 
parallelism shows that the Greek is right, and perhaps the 
Syriac f<:o^5J»r^ should be corrected to f^imnfl»^ 

In Ps. V. 8 [6] for firj /3apvvrj<i Trjp x^^P^ <^ov €<^' jJ/aS? the 
Syriac has 

'let not thy hand be delayed from us'; 
which appears to answer to 

firj fipahvptf; rfjp X^^P^ ^^^ ^' i^jnoip, 

the error being due to a false transcription of the Greek. For 
the correctness of the Greek, we may compare Ps. Sol. ii. 24 and 

o. s. 6 
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the Biblical parallels cited by Ryle and James [Judg. i. 35 : 
I Sam. V. 6: Ps. xxxi. (xxxii.) 4]. 

In the difficult passage Ps. xv. 8, 9 [7] 
XifjLO^ teal pofi^ala xal ddvaro^ airo SiKCuaov fiaxpitVy 
<l>€v^ovTai yap ©9 ScaoKOfievoi irokifiov diro oaitov, 
the Syriac boldly says in the second clause, that 

'they shall flee as death flees away from life/ 
Perles compares Lev. xxvi. 36 

/cal <l>€v^ovT(u C&9 <f>evyovT€^ airo iroXifjLov 

which suggests that dtrd has dropped from our text, and gives 
the original Hebrew. 

The Syriac variation is very vivid, but I am afraid it is an 
evasion of a difficult text : the parallelism would be spoilt by 
saying that ' death flees from the righteous, as death flees from 
life.' The Greek seems to be right as it stands, and to mean 
'they shall flee from the saints as fugitives of war [are wont 
to flee].' 
. In Ps. xvii. 1 1 [9] Gebhardt edits 

ovK rfkeriaev avroxf^ o Oeo^, 
i^rjpevvrjaep to airipfia avr&v 
KaX OVK d<f>rjtc€v avr&v eva. 

The Syriac has a series of imperatives, or of futures equivalent to 
imperatives : so that we ought to have in the Greek, if that were 
the original of the Syriac, 

OVK iketjaei^ ai/roi;?, o Oeo^, 

iirlaKeyfrov [? i^epevvffaov] to (TTripfia avrcip, 

Kal OVK d<f>rja'€i^ avrwp Iva, 

and since the MSS. have eXei^aet and two of them have 
€^€p€vvn<Tov we may, by the Syriac, bring the Greek into closer 
agreement with what must have been its originkl form. 

So far, then, our investigation has not taken us sensibly out 
of range of the Greek MSS. There are one or two obscurities 
still to be cleared up, but the above are the principal cases. Here 
is one microscopic, but significant error. In Psalm v. 16 the 
Syriac translator has definitely blundered over the word o5 in 

Kal ov iarlv 17 cXtti? itri ae, 
ov (fyelaercu ev Bofiar^, 
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Here he reads the first ou as a negative, and is obliged to 
discard the second. Cod. R also reads oifK for the first ov. 

We may, then, conclude that the Syriac translator of the 
Psalms has worked from a Greek text ; and we will presently 
try to find out its nearest affinity amongst the existing MSS. 

In one or two cases the translator makes very successful 
paronomasiae in his translation, such as might almost deceive 
the very elect into a belief that he had recovered a play on 
words of the original Hebrew. 

For example in Ps. xi. 6, 7 [5] 

oi Spvfiot etTKUurav avrot^ ev r^ irapoS^ avroov, 
irav ^vkov evtohla^ avereikev avroU o ^€09. 

For the second line the Syriac reads 

As it does not seem possible that •4JLftif^ can be a direct 
translation of avereiXev we are almost obliged to believe that 
the writer has introduced a paronomasia : * every tree of sweet 
breath God caused to breathe upon them.' It cannot be 
original, for as Perles points outS Baruch read hiretKev (cf. 
Bar. V. 8, wav ^vkov evtoSia^ r^ ^laparjX irpoaTarffiart), and this 
can only be a variant of dvereiXev. 

Another similar case will be found in Ps. ix. 9 [s] 

o iroioov e\€r)fjLO<rvvrfv dr)<Tavpi^€L ^(orjp 

avr^ irapd Kvpitp, 
which the Syriac renders by 

As this ^rdfl9 K'AcAjia^ cannot be a Hebrew form of 
speech, we are obliged to admit that the play on words is due 
to the ingenuity of the translator. 

Now let us see whether we can get a rough idea of the place 
which the Syriac text of the Psalms of Solomon 
S?*83n?ac^ occupies amongst the Greek MSS. 
JI'pMim/'to The edition of Ryle and James is based upon 

MS?.'**'' four MSS. of which the chief is the very beautiful 

Copenhagen MS. But since the other three (at 
Paris, Vienna and Moscow respectively) have been shown by 

* Zur Erkldrung der Psalmen Salomosy p. 9. 
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Gebhardt to be derived from the Copenhagen MS., the text of 
Ryle and James is reduced to a single authority, for the other 
three may be neglected. 

To this MS. Gebhardt adds four more, one from the Vatican, 
two from Mount Athos, and one from Monte Cassino. We have 
thus eight MSS. as follows : 

C = Codex Casanatensis 1908. 

H = Codex Hauniensis 6: (the Copenhagen MS.). 

J =Cod. SS5 of the Monastery at Iveron. 

L = a MS. in the Monastery of the Laura. 

M=a Moscow MS.: Library of the Holy Synod 147. 

P = Paris Or. 2991 A. 

R = Vatican Gr. 336. 

V= Vienna: Theol. Gr. 11. 

The relations between these eight MSS. Gebhardt reduces 
to the following scheme : 
•2 







10 u 

H h 



J L-— ^ 




y ^ p 



c M 

Here js is the archetype : j/, ;r, ze/ are uncial MSS. which make 
connecting links between the existing texts, and v, u and A are 
similar links in the shape of minuscule MSS. 

The first thing we notice is that in numbering the Psalms, 
H proceeds as follows : 

Psal. Sol. I = a' 

2-^ 

3 = .. .thus missing one in the count. 

4=7' 

s=«' 

6 = 6 

7 = S- 

S = ^ 

9 = ^ thus missing a numeral: 

after which the count is regular. 
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This error in the numbering of Ps. 5 has led its copy V astray, 
which has no number by the first hand, but has a wrong 
number S' on the margin by a later hand. 

Now turn to the Syriac MS. ; we have 

Psal. Sol. I = Psalm 43 of the Syriac. 

2= 44 

3= 45 • 

4= 47 

&C.=:&C. 

all the numbers being now one in excess. 

It will be seen that the Syriac numeration has gone wrong 
very nearly at the same place as Cod. H, and in correcting an 
error in one direction, the scribe has made a continuous line 
of errors in another direction. This suggests that Syr. and H 
are not very widely removed from one another. Now let us 
examine some special readings. 
In Ps. i. 3 we have 

R L Syr. for iroWrjpY 
J H iroXifv ] ' 

In Ps. 1. 4 we have 

R J L Syr. against H (8U\0oc). 
In Ps. ii. I we have L H Syr. for Kari/SaXe ) 
R J for KarifiaXXe] ' 

this suggests that the Syriac comes on the diagram somewhere 
between x and w. 
In Ps. ii. 24 [22] 

iKcivmaov, Kvpi€, rod fiapuveaOai x^^P^ ^^^ 
iirl ^lepovaaTJiiu iv €iray^§ idp&v. 

Here iirar/{ay§ is clearly right, but some MSS. have airaycay^ : 
the Syriac has it correctly : thus the MSS. divide R J L and 
Syr. against H. 

In the same connexion it is somewhat perplexing to find 
both R and Syr. in what seems to be a common error, reading 
* Israel ' for * Jerusalem.' One would have expected the same 
reading to turn up in J, but perhaps it was corrected by the 
scribe. If Gebhardt's diagram is correct, it looks as if R and 
Syr. might be the original reading and not an error at all. 

In Ps. iv. 3 R and the Syriac are together in reading 
afjLapT(o\£v against J L C H (dfuipTiciv). 
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In Ps. iv. lO [8] we have J L C H Syr. (vofiov fierh BoXov) 
against R (fiovov fierd SovKov), 

In Ps. viii. 24 [21] the Syriac seems to involve 
& with R against a? of J L C H. 

In Ps. viii. 26 [22] Syr. and R are again together in reading 
ifuavev. 

In Ps. xvi. 12 the Syriac omits a clause by homoioteleuton, 
in company with L. 

In Ps. xvii. 8 [6] the Syriac reads aWdyfiaTo^ with R J L 
against H (nXaXay/iaTo^;). 

In Ps. xvii. 23 [21] the Syriac reads elSe? with R J L against 
H and the rest. 

These are the most striking of the non-singular readings of 
the Syriac, and they show clearly that the version belongs to an 
earlier strain of text than Cod. H, and that its place is with the 
group R J L, being perhaps intermediate between J and L. The 
singular readings and free translations on the part of the Syriac 
give us no assistance in regard to the grouping of the MSS., 
and we must leave the matter in the approximate manner 
explained above. 

It must be clear from the foregoing that we cannot expect 
to get any nearer to the original language of the Psalms by 
means of the Syriac. The original Hebrew must be sought in 
the emendations to the Greek text made by Wellhausen, Geiger, 
Ryle and James, and Perles. [Dr Barnes has discovered in the 
Cambridge University MS. Add. 2012 (a volume containing 
two short works of Bar Hebraeus followed by a collection of 
prayers), the Syriac text of the Psalm of Solomon xvi. 6 — 13. 
The Psalm, which is wrongly numbered as the 59th in our 
collection, is actually numbered 58^ which shows that the arrange- 
ment in our MS., viz. Odes and Psalms numbered continuously, 
beginning with Odes, is not unique. I have added the readings 
of this fragment, Cod. C, to the text.] 

Let us turn in the next place to the Odes, and see whether 
we can trace their linguistic history. Here we 
text o?lhV have no Greek text extant, but we have the Coptic 
from the text of Certain Odes and there are Greek words 

embedded ; we have also traces of a Latin version, 
which we may assume, provisionally, to have been made from 
the Greek ; and we have the Syriac version. 
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In Ode 6, v, i6, we have tried to explain the variation between 
a Coptic = 7raf)/:>i?flrta and a Syriac = Tra/oouo-ta by reference to 
a misread Greek word. 

We can frequently detect Greek compounds in their awk- 
ward Syriac substitutes ; for example, in Ode 7, v. 26, * excellent 
beauty of the Lord ' is an attempt to render the Greek fieyaXo- 
irphreia^. The constantly recurring w ^iiu KlX, * without cor- 
ruption/ stands for a<f>0apro<; and d<f>0apa'ia. 

A good instance is in Ode 9, v. 3, where the literal rendering 

* His thought is everlasting life, 

And without corruption is your perfection' 

probably stands for 

Koi iv a<f>0ap<Tia to ri\o^ vfitSp, 
and should therefore be translated, 

* And your end is immortality/ 
A somewhat similar case is the frequently repeated >iku> r^ 
which stands for the Greek a<f>dovo^, d<l>06va>^\ An interesting 
example will be found in Ode 1 1, 2/. 6, where we read that * speak- 
ing waters touched my lips from the fountain of God without 
grudging' {ie. abundantly). In the passage just quoted I was 
at first tempted to emend * the speaking waters ' to * waters of 
a flood/ but it is clear that this must not be done ; the expression 
is the same as in Ignatius ad Rom. 7, vBayp fcSi; kuI \a\ovu, 
which Lightfoot too hastily altered to ^wv teal aWofievov and 
thus made a direct Johannine parallel. For * talking water' 
there are sufficient literary and folk-lore parallels. 

Lightfoot quotes from Jortin [Ecc/, Hist. i. 356] the reference 
to Anacreon 11 (13), 

8a<l>vrj<f>6poio ^Oifiov \dXop ttioptc^ vStop, 

for the expression 'talking water' and for the prophetic in- 
spiration that was supposed to be produced by drinking it: 
but objects to Jortin's inference that, as there was one of these 
* speaking ' fountains at Daphne, the famous suburb of Antioch, 

1 We may compare with the LXX. of Ps. Ixvii. (ixviii.) 34 and the Peshitta. 

' An interesting parallel to this series of translations will be found in Irenaeus 
(147) where the Latin text shows a double translation : * sine imndia largiter donans 
hominibus.' 
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Ignatius may have borrowed his image from thence. Lightfoot 
thinks the reference doubtful, even if the text were correct. It 
seems clear, from the language of the Ode, that the text, about 
which Lightfoot hesitated, is correct, and I think we may say 
that the Greek text lies behind the Syriac* ; as to the inter- 
pretation, that may require a little further deliberation. 

We may now pass on to discuss briefly the question of the 
Unity of unity or multiplicity of the authorship of the 

Authorship? Psalms. Do they come from a single hand or 
are they a collection made up out of various authors extending 
over a period of time? It is natural that we should be on our 
guard against a too hasty belief that the whole of a collection 
like the present one comes from a single workshop: for we 
have before our eyes the example of the traditional authorship 
of the Canonical Psalter, where the authors to whom the com- 
positions are referred are far too few and where the Psalms are 
often referred to periods when it is impossible to believe the 
compositions can have been extant. 

In the case before us, however, we can apply a number of 

^ Lightfoot was quoting Jortin by way of Jacobson. A reference to Jortin him- 
self shows that Lightfoot has not done justice to Jortin, whose statement of the case 
for XaXoOr and against dXX6;ieyor is admirable. I transcribe a part of it : *The 
expression, l^fkap XaXovv, resembles the vocales undae which inspired the Poets and 
Prophets. 

Statius, Silv, i. ii. 6, 

£t de Pieriis vocalem fontibus undam. 
An oracle of Apollo Delphicus given to Julian, and preserved by Cedrenus : 
"^Tart rf /So^tXet, xa^o^ *'^<r€ ScUioKot a^Xd. 

06 Tayiof \a\eovffaw, dWo'/Sero koI \d\<» 0Swp. 



In these verses, which, to do them justice, aie elegant, Apollo, to raise Julian*s 
compassion, deplores the silence of his oracles, and of speaking streams. In the first 
line read /3a<r(\^. 

Anacreon xiii., 01 hk KXdfwv icap Sx^cus 

Aa0yi^/KHO ^Ifiov 
AdXoy Tc^^cf l^Sufp 
MefiffPOTcs /SociMrty.* 
Then after discussing the passage in Ignatius and its variant readings, he shows 
that the Greek Menaeum had both readings, and goes on to say, against Le Clerc, 
that * the XaXoOr 9d<ap must not be altered : it is sufficiently confirmed by the citations 
of Cotelerius in this very note where he is inclined to reject it, and it is more elegant 
and proper than Le Clerc imagined.' References to Antioch and Daphne follow. 
Our seventh Ode shows the fitness of the Ignatian expression. It is not necessary 
. to assume any connexion, either of place or authorship, with the Ignatian letters. 
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tests as to style and matter, and I think it will be evident that 
the majority of the Odes do come from a single hand. They 
are so often cast in the same mould, both as regards ideas and 
expressions, that we are obliged to recognize kinship in the 
separate compositions ^ Moreover the very elevation of the 
thoughts of the Odes is an index of a single personality : even 
if we cannot identify him, we are sure that the writer was a rare 
spirit, and rare spirits do not agree with multiplied authorship. 
When our Odist is at his best, he is certainly one and not many. 
A good way to test for unity of authorship is to group together 
those Odes which have the same ideas similarly expressed. 

For exaniple, we are all familiar with the expression in the* 
Epistle to the Hebrews (Heb. xiii.. 15) in which we are told to 
offer to God through Christ the fruit of bur lips in a continual 
sacrifice of praise. This expression is borrowed from Hosea 
xiv. 3 according to the Septuagint, or perhaps from, the Hebrew 
of Is. Ivii. 19. The expression is one which is already employed 
in the extant Psalms of Solomon, where we find as follows : 

PS. Sol. XV. 5 [3] . ; 

yftaXfibv kcuvov fJL€T oJS^? eV €V<f)poavvjf xapBla^, 
feapirop ^^t^-^^w iv opydvtp i^pfiocfiipcp y\oi(T<Tfi<;, 
dirafrxifv j^f^Xio)!/ diro Kapiia^ oaia^ teal 8iKaia^, 

Here the expression has caught the fancy of the Psalmist, who 
works it into a parallel between * fruits * and * firstfruits.' 

In the Odes it is a very favourite expression, as the following 
instances will show : 

Ode 8. ' Let your love be multiplied from the heart 
and even to the lips, to bring forth fruit to the Lord, 
living fruit, holy fruit, and to talk with watchfulness in 
His light; ./^ \i 

Ode 12. 'Like the flow of waters flows truth from 
my mouth, and my lips show forth His fruit.' 

Ode 14. 'Teach me the Odes of thy truth, that 
I may bring forth frujt in thee.' 

Ode 16. * His love has nourished my heart, and even 
to my lips His fruits He was pouring put* 

* A good parallel case would be the modern recovery of the works of the 
seventeenth century poet Traherne. 

as. 7 
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The recurrence of the theme * the fruit of the h'ps' suggests 
that this group of Psalms should be credited to a common 
author. 

The sixteenth Ode from which we just quoted is one of a 
group that begins with a similitude, something like those which 
we find in the Songs of Degrees in the Canonical Psalter. For 
instance we have : 

Ode 14. * As the eyes of a son to his father, so are 
my eyes, O Lord, at all times towards Thee.' 

The parallel to this is Ps. cxxiii. 2, ' As the eyes of servants to 
the hands of their masters, and as the eyes of a maid to the 
hand of her mistress, so are our eyes to the Lord our God.' 
Very similar is Ode 15. 

* As the sun is a joy to them that seek for its day- 
break, so is my Joy the Lord,* with which we may 
compare Ps. cxxix. (cxxx.) 6, ' more than they that watch 
for the morning.' 

Ode 16 begins something in the same way : 

' As the work of the husbandman is the ploughshare : 
and the work of the steersman is the guidance of the 
ship : so also my work is the Psalm of the Lord : my 
craft and my occupation are in His praises.' 

With these three Odes we may probably take Ode 28 : 

* As the wings of doves over their nestlings, and the 
mouths of their nestlings towards their mouths, so also 
are the wings of the Spirit over my heart' 

Suppose we group these four together, viz. 14, 15, 16, 28: 
of these we have already 14 and 16 in the group 8, 12, 14, 16 : so 
the six Odes 8, 12, 14, 15, 16, 28, belong together and have a 
common authorship. 

Next let us try the association and repetition of ideas : one 
of the harshest symbols employed by the Odes is the figure 
of milk from the breasts of God : we have the following coin- 
cidences : 

Ode 8. *My own breasts I prepared for them that 
they might drink my holy milk and live thereby.' 
Ode 14. * With thee are my breasts and my delight' 
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Ode 19 contains a parallel in extended form in 
which Christ is the cup that contains the milk from the 
breasts of the Father. 

With this we must probably take 

Ode 35. * I was carried like a child by its mother, 
and he gave me milk, the dew of the Lord/ 

The same connexion between the milk and the dew of the 
Lord is found in Ode 4 

* Distil thy dews upon us and open the rich fountains 
that pour forth milk and honey.' 

Here then is a group of Odes, 4, 8, 14, 19, 35, which 
appear to belong together: but of these 8 and 14 are in the 
previous group, which must now be enlarged to 

4, 8, 12, 14, IS, 16, 19, 28, 35. 

In this way then, we may form the Odes into groups, as 
a preliminary test for authorship. Here are some more sug- 
gestions for grouping. 

In Ode 6 we begin with 

* As the hand moves over the harp, and the strings 
speak, so speaks in my members the Spirit of the Lord.* 

From the use of an opening similitude, it may be suggested 
that this belongs with the similitudes in Odes already quoted : 
but the actual figure of the hand and the harp recurs : the very 
next Ode has 

Ode 7. *They shall go forth to meet Him and shall 
sing to Him with the harp of many notes ' : 

and this Ode also opens with a similitude. 
In Ode 14 we have 

* Open to me the harp of thy Holy Spirit, that with 
all its notes I may praise Thee, O Lord.' 

In Ode 26 

* His harp is in my hands and the Odes of His rest 
shall not be silent' 

These four odes may be taken together, and attached to the 
previous group, which now contains 

4, 6, 7, 8, 12, 14, 15, 16, 19, 26, 28, 3S» 
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. Ode 7 and Ode fo are connected by the use of a curious 
ijxpression, ' the traces of the Light ' ; thus 

Ode 7. * He set over it the traces of His Light* 
Ode 10. ' The traces of the Light were set upon their 
heart' 

Ode 4 and Ode 8 are connected by their reference to the 
3eal of God which is set on His creatures : 

. Ode 4. * Who is there that shall put oh thy grace and 
be hurt ? For thy seal is known/ 

Ode 8. * On their faces I set my seal ' &c. 

Ode 3 and Ode 8 are connected by the fact that both of 
them speak of Christ as (a) the Beloved, (d) the Living One. 

Ode 3 and Ode 17 have a common feature in that they speak 
of believers as the members of Christ 

Odes I, 5, 9(?), 17 and 2o(?) contain the doctrine of the 
crown of life which does not wither. 

Odes 17, 21, 40 and 41 speak of the transfiguration of the 
face of the believer : e^. 

Ode 17. * I received the face and the fashion oT a 
new person.' 

Ode 21. 'The exultation of the Lord increased on 
my face.' 

Ode 40. * My face exults with His gladness.' 

Ode 41. * Let our faces shine in His light' 

We have now, tentatively, grouped together Odes 

I, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9(?), 10, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 
20 (.^), 21, 26, 28, 35, 40, 4^- 
No doubt other coincidences and parallels may be ^detected i 
the net result of this is the recognition that the majority of the 
Odes come from a single hand, or if we prefer it, from the same 
school. The doubtful member, in my judgment, is Ode 19 which 
is far too grotesque to be by the same hand as the other 
compositions. It appears to me to be an imitation of the other 
Psalms that speak of the breasts of God. It is tritheistic as well 
as grotesque. There will be some short Psalms that do not 
readily furnish material for identification, but even these short 
Odes will sometimes be capable of grouping; thus the figure of 
the Cross in prjiyer is found in Ode 27, and reappears in a 
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longer composition Ode ^2, It is very difficult, however, to 
believe that this 42nd Ode belongs to the main body of the 
collection. 

Setting aside such small compositions and such as are late or 
discordant, I believe it will be found that the internal evidence 
will throw nearly all the Odes together, and that those which 
are thus grouped will be found to be Christian compositions, 
although at first sight many of them might seem to be Jewish, 
or not definitely marked one way or the other. Their internal 
parallelisms enable us to say with confidence that they are 
either Christian or at least Judaeo-Christian compositions. 

Several of the longer Odes do not admit of grouping with 
the others : amongst these we note 

Ode 22, which contains an account of the victory over 
the dragon with seven heads. 

Ode 23, which records the descent from heaven of 
a mysterious letter, inscribed with the name of the 
Trinity. 

Ode 38, which records the preservation of the writer 
from various errors and deceits. 

Ode 39, which explains the dangers which attend the 
rapid rise of great rivers, and how the believers walk 
firmly on their waves, following the footsteps and example 
of Christ. 

These are also, in all probability. Christian ; but the question 
of their authorship must be reserved and examined in detail. 

We now proceed to examine the historical allusions in the 
book of Odes. 

The first thing that strikes us is the poverty of historical 
background compared with that in the extant 
aihisions in Psalms pf Solomon. In these known Psalms it is 
impossible to miss the historical situation which 
provoked them : they were made under the stress of national 
exigency, and the troubles stand out from the Psalms with their 
dates on them. Pompey is written large over several of the 
Psalms, acud when Rome is not expressly mentioned it is 
distinctly felt. The great dragon of the Psalms of Solomon is 
a classified specimen. We can tell him a mile away. 

Not only so, but when the history is recognized, the theology 
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also becomes patent. The Pharisaism of the Psalms is trans- 
parently clear, and the Messianism that went with it So that 
it was with justice that some critics labelled the compositions 
Psalms of the Pharisees. That does not mean that all these 
Psalms are necessarily by one hand nor that all of them are 
decidedly marked. Some of them are, in fact, colourless, and 
in that sense, dateless : but the collection, as a whole, is 
identified, both historically and theologically. The case of the 
Odes is very different. If there are any national disasters 
behind the songs, they have been lost in the songs. There is 
not a sad note, and there is hardly a vindictive note in the whole 
collection. And on the theological side, the leading characteristic 
is experience, and not dogma : and experience is much harder 
to date than dogma, and shows fewer of the weather-marks of 
evolution. Sometimes, indeed, the expressions of the Odists 
rise to such a height that they catch from the object of their 
Faith something that is everlasting rather than evolutionary. 
It is difficult to date a man who has disclosed the fact that he is 
supremely happy and that God has made his face to shine with 
the light of heaven. The only way in which we could date sQch 
a phenomenon would be to say that, if he is not an isolated 
specimen, the songs must proceed from some time of general 
spiritual elevation ; and since it is historically verifiable, that 
the experimental time of the bloom of Church life is the first 
age (for one hardly expects to find people generally rejoicing 
with ^an unspeakable and glorified joy,' say, in the time of 
Constantine), then these hymns or odes must belong to the first 
days of the Church : but even that way of dating them is some- 
what indefinite. 

When we go in search of special historical details, we do not 

get a very rich harvest The most important cases 
tofound******* must be carefully examined. The first case is 
Sanctuary. Ode 4, which has a reference to a proposal or 

suggestion to change the Sanctuary of God from 
Jerusalem to some other position, and it is a noble protest from 
a standpoint, which at least in part is a Jewish standpoint, 
against the suggestion. The Ode begins as follows : 

* No man, O God, changes thy holy place : and it is 
not possible that he should change it and put it in 
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another place : because he has no power over it : for thy 
sanctuary was designed before thou didst make other 
places: that which is the elder shall not be altered by 
that which is younger than itself/ 

Now here it is clear that some change in the value of the 
Sanctuary at Jerusalem is threatened at the hands of man. The 
writer does not mean the same thing as the author of the 
seventh of the extant Psalms of Solomon, where he prays God 
not to remove His tabernacle from amongst them, lest the enemy 
should tread the inheritance of the Sanctuary. It is at the hands 
of man that the Sanctuary is threatened, and the writer is 
confident that the Lord himself has never changed and never will 
change. 

His thoughts turn to the origin of the holy place. .That 
holy place had a pre-existence and a corresponding eternity : 
it was a * Sanctuary from the beginning.* Here we are certainly 
face to face with Jewish beliefs ; the writer of the Ode may be 
shown on other grounds to be a Christian, but on this point he 
is betrayed as having Jewish sympathies. And his views with 
regard to the Temple are not merely Jewish in a general sense, 
but highly evolved. 

The first theories of the Heavenly Sanctuary appear to have 
been almost Platonic in character : there was a pattern in the 
mount : according to that pattern or idea the visible thing was 
fashioned ; but the idea was eternal, and pre-existent. This 
Platonic idea underwent change at the hand of later Rabbins, 
who came to teach that the actual Sanctuary had been created 
before other things, and had been caught away to Heaven and 
disappeared. 

Accordingly we find in the Apocalypse of Baruch, c. 4, that 
the Lord explains the doctrine of the Sanctuary to the prophet, 
in language which depreciates the earthly sanctuary : 

* Dost thou think that this is that city of which I said, 
On the palms of my hands have I graven thee ? It is not 
this building which is now built in your midst: it is that 
which will be revealed with Me, that which was prepared 
beforehand here from the time when I took counsel to 
make Paradise, and showed it to Adam before he sinned, 
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but when he transgressed the commandment, it was 
removed from him, as also Paradise/ 

^ Here, then, we have the view of a first-century writer who is 
amazed at the desolation of Zion, and like our Odist, is con- 
cerned with the problem of the deserted Sanctuary: he concludes 
that it has been caught away, as Paradise was. The real city of 
God is that which was made at the beginning ; like Paradise, 
it was only here temporarily : what is left is not the real thing. 

Now our Odist does not go so far in despair as the writer of 
the Apocalypse, of whom he may have been a contemporary. 
He believes the Sanctuary was made at the very beginning 
before other things, but still holds to the belief that Jerusalem 
is the Holy City and the Temple the true Sanctuary. He docs 
not go so far even as the Epistle to the Hebrews, in drawing a 
distinction between the tabernacle which the Lord pitched, and 
that which was made by man. 

His position appears to be very closely that of the great 
Jewish Rabbis, who taught the pre-existence of the Sanctuary 
and its priority to the rest of the works of God, and who do not 
appear to have explained this pre-existence according to the 
theory of Ideas, for in that case where would the priority have 
been of the Temple amongst other works of God ? Their method 
of teaching can be seen from 

Bereshith Rabbahy 20 : 

* Seven things were created before the world : Thorah, 
Gehenna, the Paradise of Eden, the Throne of Glory, the 
Sanctuary, Repentance and the Name of Messiah/ 

Very nearly to the same effect is the dictum of Rabbi Meir 
in Pirqe Aboth vi. 10 : 

* Five possessions possessed the Holy One, blessed is 
He, in His world and they are these : Thorah, one 
possession: Heaven and Earth, one possession: Abraham, 
one possession : Israel, one possession : the Sanctuary , 
one possession.' 

The Scriptural proofs of these statements are important : the 
case of the Sanctuary is proved as follows : 

* The Sanctuary, whence is it proved t Because it is 
written, " The place, O Lord, which thou haat made for 
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thee to dwell in, the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy 
hands have established" (Exod. xv. 17): and it saith, 
" And he brought them to the border of his Sanctuary, 
even to this mountain, which his right hand had 
possessed " ' (Ps. Ixxviii. 54), 

That will suffice to show the nature of the Scripture proofs 
employed : and it is clear that the same beliefs were in the mind 
of the writer of our Ode. The question then arises as to the 
situation which provoked his expression of faith. 

In the case of the Apocalypse of Baruch, to which we have 
referred as a parallel, it is clear that it is the desolation of 
Jerusalem by Titus which is the historical background : and it 
is some similar situation which is reflected in this fourth Ode. 
Only the language in this latter case seems to imply that some 
deliberate suggestion or attempt had been made by man to 
move the Sanctuary : and against this the writer protests. The 
agent who makes or suggests the change cannot be the Roman 
conqueror : he might carry away the holy vessels, but that does 
not remove the Sanctuary, any more than it was moved in the 
days of Nebuchadnezzar. So it must be a suggestion coming 
from Jewish or quasi-Jewish quarters. And the difficulty lies in 
this : it is hardly possible that in the time of the last Jewish 
wars, any body of Jewish believers could have cherished the 
thought of a temple anywhere else than at Jerusalem. If the 
temple was gone, it was gone back to Heaven and to God : it was 
not to be sought elsewhere. It is not easy to believe that in 
A.D. 70 or in A.D. 135, under the hand of Titus, or at the time 
of Bar Cochba, the Jews would have thought of another temple. 

For this reason I suggest that the writer is referring to an 
attempt which had been made in earlier days to provide an 
alternative Sanctuary to that at Jerusalem. 

We know of at least three such attempts to change the 
Holy Place ; one, the Samaritan temple on Gerizim, another the 
Sanctuary at Assouan, whose officials were in friendly relations 
with both Jerusalem and Gerizim, the third the temple of Onias 
at Leontopolis in Egypt, said to be actually modelled on the 
temple at Jerusalem, and designed as a substitute for it. Of 
these the Sanctuary on Gerizim was destroyed by John 
Hyrcanus in B.C. 128 ; the Sanctuar)' at Assouan w^ >yrecked 
o. s. 8 
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by the Egyptians, after the retreat of Cambyses ; the temple of 
Onias actually outlasted the temple at Jerusalem, and was 
destroyed in A.D. 73 by the Roman general PauHnus in con- 
sequence of the fears of the Romans that this temple also might 
become a rallying point for sedition and revolt And I have 
suggested that it is the destruction of this temple, and not the 
Jerusalem temple, that provokes the protest of the fourth Ode. 
Unless it can be shown that there is a probability that some one 
actually proposed building a new temple, soon after the great 
Jewish disasters, elsewhere than at Jerusalem, it seems to me 
that this is the likeliest solution : and it furnishes an exact 
historical date. 

There can be no doubt as to the writer's affection for the 
temple at Jerusalem : but he does not wail or lament : he is satis- 
fied with the unchangeableness of God and the immutability of 
His promises. If he had been a Jew, he could not have displayed 
such equanimity: compare, for example, the language of the 
Apocalypse of Baruch or of Fourth Ezra, to see how the real 
Jew would feel. It may be inferred that the writer of the 
Ode is a Judaeo-Christian. If his date was not, as I suggest, 
soon after a.d. 70, the only other possible date seems to be soon 
after A.D. 135 1 

The importance of the temple at Leontopolis, in connexion 
with the desecration of the temple at Jerusalem by Antiochus 
Epiphanes, as a factor in the decentralization of the Jewish 
religion, is indicated by Harnack in his History of Dogma, 

'The spread of Judaism in the world, the secularization and 
apostasy of the priestly caste, the desecration of the Temple, 
the building of the Temple at Leontopolis^ the perception 
brought about by the spiritualizing of religion in the Empire of 
Alexander the Great, that no blood of beast can be a means 
of reconciling God — all these circumstances must have been 
absolutely dangerous and fatal, both to the local centralization 
of worship, and to the statutory sacrificial system'.' 

In view of this luminous statement, it is not difficult to 

1 The desecration of the Temple by Pompey in B.C. 63 is not a possible situation; 
for no serious interruption of the Temple Worship took place, and therefore no acute 
religious problem was provoked. Nor can our Gdes be referred to so early a period. 
We have shown that they belong, almost entirely, if not absolutely, to the Christian 
period. 

' Harnack : U* i. 69 note, Eng. trans. 
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imagine the resentment of a Palestinian Jew against Leonto- 
polis, nor the expression of such resentment in song, when the 
offensive institution had been swept away. 

We shall get a good idea of the theological position of the 
writer amongst the early Christian sects and schools, if we 
contrast his position with (i) that of the Ebionites on the one 
hand, and (ii) that of the author of the epistle of Barnabas on the 
other. Irenaeus tells us, for example, that the Ebionites per- 
severe in the customs of the law and in the Jewish mode of life, 
and adore Jerusalem as if it were the house of God^ Without 
pressing too closely the language of Irenaeus concerning the 
Ebionites, which may be coloured by polemical exaggeration, 
there is certainly a common ground between the writer of the 
fourth Ode and the Ebionites, in their affectionate religious 
attachment to the ancient Sanctuary. 

Now turn to the sixteenth chapter of the very anti-judaic 
epistle which passes under the name of Barnabas. Barnabas 
begins by telling us that the poor wretches (sc. the Jews) are 
in error about the temple, which they take to be a house of God. 
They have almost consecrated God in a shrine, as the Gentiles 
do. He then quotes prophecies to show the vanity of the Jewish 
belief. In the course of these quotations he has to explain 
Isaiah xlix. 17, 'Behold those that have destroyed this temple 
shall build it again,' and affirms that this is actually taking place 
at the hands of the Romans, who had wrecked the temple 
because the Jews had made war against them. But instead of 
drawing the Ebionite conclusion from this (to us) obscure 
historical allusion, he flies off to prove that the only real temple 
of God is a redeemed soul. It is clear that the writer of the 
fourth Ode, while accepting the spiritual interpretation of life, 
would never express himself like Barnabas. 

As Dr Taylor says', * those who felt with Barnabas would 
have looked with disfavour upon the rebuilding of the temple 
at Jerusalem.* [For a further discussion of the Unchangeable 
Sanctuary see what is added in the preface.] 

There is another way in which we can see that the position 
of the writer of the fourth Ode is not that of the normal 
Christian of Gentile extraction. One of tlie commonest exercises 

' Iren. (ed. Mass. 105). 

• fHrqe Aboth : ed. ii. p. I5> 
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of the early Christian was the demonstration to the orthodox 
Jew by means of Testimonies from the Old Testament — that his 
religion was no longer acceptable to God. From the traces of 
these early collections of Testimonies which have come to light, 
it is easy to see that they involved special statements under the 
heads * that the Jews were to lose Jerusalem/ and * that the old 
temple should pass away and a new one take its place/ The 
new temple was to be a spiritual one, but whether the new 
temple was Christ or the believer, is not quite clear. The writer 
of the fourth Ode is prepared with spiritual interpretations of 
the older religion, he spiritualizes the priesthood (if it be the 
same hand as wrote Ode 20) and perhaps the rite of circum- 
cision (cf Ode 11), but he is not prepared to say that the old 
Sanctuary was to pass away. His position, therefore, is an 
intermediate one, not wholly Gentile, though with strong Gentile 
leanings, and, as we said above, much nearer to the doctrine of 
the Ebionites than to that of the epistle of Barnabas. 

In connexion with the foregoing argument, it may be 
proper to examine the references made in the Odes 
wfcrcnM to ^^ ^^^ prevalence of wars, and to determine whether 
hav? occurred ^^^ Writer IS sf)eaking of actual wars or only of 
spiritual conflicts. When we read the eighteen 
Psalms of Solomon, the noise of war is common ; we can see 
the engines moved up for the siege, we can hear the thud of the 
battering rams. These Psalms open in affliction : * instead of 
f)eace,' says the writer, * there was heard the sound of war.* 

* Distress and the sound of wars/ so another Psalm begins, 
* mine ears have heard, the sound of the tnimpet, and the noise 
of slaughter and destruction.' When this writer says war he 
means war, and there is no alternative. But the case is not 
so clear in the Odes. The references to war are few, and 
obscure. 

In Ode 8 we have : 

* The right hand of the Lord is with you, and He is 
your helper : and peace was prepared for you, before ever 
your war was/ 

How shall we explain this allusion ? Does it simply mean 
^ . ^ that the Divine foresight had seen to the end of the 

Predestined *; , • i i . i i- i . 

Peace. man s spiritual troubles and had designed for him 
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the happy issue out of them ? The objection to this is (i) that 
it is somewhat forced ; (ii) that the language is evidently ad- 
dressed to a community of persons who have passed through 
affliction together ; and are spoken of as those who have been 
despised, whose righteousness has now been exalted. But if it 
is addressed to a community, the distresses can hardly be 
spiritual : and it is possible, though I should not like to affirm 
it positively, that the persons addressed are those Judaeo- 
Christians at Pella, who escaped from the siege of Jerusalem 
by flight, in harmony with the evangelic precepts. The Ode 
to which we have been referring finds a striking parallel in 
Ode 9, where we have as follows: 

' For I announce to you peace, to you His saints : that 
none of those who hear may fall in war, and that those 

again who have known Him may not perish There 

have been wars on account of the crown. Put on 
the crown in the true covenant of the Lord. And all 
those who have conquered shall be written in His book. 
For their book is victory.' 

Is this spiritual or carnal warfare ? the concluding sentences 
sound like the language of the Apocalypse, * To him that over- 
cometh,' and in that case, are spiritual. But the opening 
sentences sound like an exemption from actual strife and its 
dangers : and this might again be compared with the condition 
of the Judaeo-Christians at Pella. 

When we turn to Ode 29 we have again allusion to victory 
over one's enemies, and to war made by the word of the Lord. 
But as this Ode is definitely Christian, and its language is parallel 
to the vigorous expressions of Paul about the casting down of 
imaginations and the bringing of every thought into the captivity 
of obedience to Christ, we may be sure that the warfare and the 
victories are spiritual. Examine the following sentences : 

*From the mouth of death he drew me back, and 
I laid my enemies low, and He justified me by His grace : 
for I believed in the Lord's Messiah.' 

These are certainly spiritual statements: justification by 
grace through faith in Christ is the record of spiritual experi- 
ence, and the victories must be interpreted in the same sense : 
and so must the following : 
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cf. Ps.cx.2 * He gave me the rod of His power: 

cf. 2 Cor. that I might subdue the imaginations of the peoples : 

and the power of the men of might to bring them 
low: 
to make war by His word, 
and to take victory by His power: 
And the Lord overthrew my enemy by His word : 
and he became like the stubble that the wind carries 
away.' 

So far, then, as this 29th Ode is concerned, it is a Christian 
and a spiritual product, and relates to a warfare that is not 
carnal. 

We come now to a much more difficult Psalm of conflict, 
The fight with the story of a triumph over a dragon with seven 

the Draifon. ^^jg 

In the twenty-second Ode the Lord is praised because 

* He overthrew by my hands the dragon with seven 
heads : 

Thou hast raised me up over his roots, that I might 
destroy his seed : 



Thy right hand destroyed his wicked poison, &c. &c/ 

Then follows an account of the raising of an army pf dead 
bodies, something like the scene in Ezekiel's valley of dry 
bones. 

The Ode is a striking one and attracted the attention of the 
author of the Pistis Sophia, who found in the dragon with seven 
heads one of the Emanations that threatened the upward pro- 
gress of Sophia. When Sophia escapes from these Emanations, 
she does it to the music of the ninety-first Psalm, in which it is 
promised that the believer shall tread on the lion and the dragon. 
And the Pistis Sophia says (p. 140) : 

*Conculcabat wpofioXrjv cum facie basilisci serpentis, cui 
septem erant capita ; et conculcabat vim cum facie leonis et 
cum facie BpaKovTo<;, Feci irtanv ao<f>iav manere stantem 
super irpofioXffv av0aBov<:^ quae habet faciem basilisci ser- 
pentis, cui sunt septem capita! 

and (p. 147) 
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'Atque verbum quod tua vis luminis dixit per 

Davidem : meabis super serpentem et basiliscum 

super hos, qui sunt facie serpentis, et super hos, qui 
facie basilisci serpentis, quibus septem sunt capita' 

And then the Ode of Solomon is quoted and commented on. 
The Pistis Sophia, therefore, has annexed this dragon with 
seven heads and given him a spiritual interpretation. We may 
say that the dragon was the cause of the quotation of the Ode. 
As far as natural history goes, he is a lay figure. But is this 
the original idea } We remember that in the eighteen Psalms 
of Solomon, the dragon is palpable and tangible : he is Pompey 
himself, and not a spiritual force or opposing influence. 

Then there is an even closer parallel to our Ode, in the 
almost contemporary twelfth chapter of the Apocalypse ; a 
dragon with seven heads and ten horns persecutes the woman 
who brings forth the man-child. And the same dragon appears 
to be intended in the seventeenth chapter, where it is ridden by 
the mystical Babylon that makes war with the saints. The 
dragon stands for the power of Antichrist ^ exhibited especially 
in the adverse action of imperial Rome. This, then, is the nearest 
parallel to the situation in our Ode. 

Now the situation cannot be reduced to an actual war, as 
when Rome subdues Jerusalem under Pompey, for in these wars 
Rome always wins: so it must be some other form of conflict, 
either the passive resistance and triumph of the saints in times 
of persecution, or the conflict between truth and error, which 
results in the defeat of heretical teaching. 

The Odist refers to the conflict as a personal one carried on 
from place to place by himself: 

* Thou hast raised me up over his roots to destroy his 
seed : thou wast there and didst help me ; and in every 
place thy name was blessed by me: thy right hand 
destroyed his wicked poison.' 

This is the story, not of a persecution, but of a conflict 

^ Thus Irenaeus, in denouncing the Gnostic leaders, such as Simon Magus, and 
Carpocrates, calls them expressly the precursors of the dragon, who is by his magic 
going to cast down from Heaven the third part of the stars; that is, Simon and 
Carpocrates are reheaisals of the coming Antichrist. See Irenaeus (ed. Mass. 164). 
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between truth and error: and the dragon with seven heads 
stands, not for a world-power nor an aggressive world-ruler, but 
for the Antichrist who is spreading the poison of false doctrine 
and must be confuted from city to city. A parallel situation 
would be the conflict between Peter and Simon Magus in the 
Clementine Homilies. Who this Antichrist is, in the mind of 
the writer, or what is the special form of error that is combated, 
we have not sufficient information to decide : and for that reason 
must leave the historical situation somewhat obscure. 

The next Ode to be discussed, in the hope of finding some 
points of contact with history, is the twenty-third : and it is the 
most difficult of all the Odes to interpret, and quite unlike any 
of the other compositions in the series. 

After some opening sentences, affirming that Joy, Grace and 
Love are the marks of the elect of God, we are in- 
mysterious formed that a letter was mysteriously sent down 
from heaven to earth, as if it had been shot from a 
bow. People rushed to read it ; but it was talismaned by a seal, 
which none dared to break. Like the tables of the law, it was 
wholly written by the finger of God and the name of the Trinity 
was on it 

A mysterious wheel (?) protects the letter from venturesome 
or hostile hands. This wheel with the sign upon it went 
down to the feet, along with the head. Perplexing as this 
language is, it appears to be explained of Christ's descent into 
Hades : for in Ode 42, where there is an account of Christ's 
under- world triumph, we are informed that death cast Him up, and 
let go tlie feet ivith the head, Christ is the head, and the feet are 
those members of His who are imprisoned in Hades. This 
explains our statement about the head going down to the feet. 
It seems, then, that the mysterious letter has something in it 
relating to the Descensus ad Inferos, 

We may compare it with the little book in Apoc. v., which 
is sealed so that no one can open it, and read it : here there 
are seven seals, which are to be broken successively. Another 
suggestive para'lel would be the letter in the Bardesanian 
Hymn of the Soul, which is sent to rouse the King's Son in 
Egypt^ 

' See Ads of Thomas for the Hymn, and the translation of it in Burkitt, Early 
Eastern Christianity, 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE MYSTERIOUS LETTER 6$ 

This letter was also talismaned with a powerful seal : 

* This was my letter, sealed with the King's own seal 
on the cover, 

Lest it should fall in the hands of the fierce Baby- 
lonian Demons/ 

It flew rapidly as an eagle : 

* High it flew as the Eagle, King of the birds of the 
heaven, 

Flew and alighted beside me, and spoke in the speech 
of my country/ 

Such flying letters are not uncommon in Apocryphal litera- 
ture: one such is sent by Baruch to Babylon, and carried by an 
eagle. The machinery is not unlike that in our Ode. 

We have not, however, succeeded in finding a historical 
situation for this Ode and the implied document. 

It does not seem to belong to the main body of the 
collection; it may, however, be connected with the forty- 
second Ode, and both of them may belong to a later period 
than the rest of the book. 

We referred above to the suggestions furnished in Ode 22 
The deceiver ^^ ^ conflict with Antichrfst in the form of 
and hu bride, some heretical teaching, whose poison was being 
widely diffused. This suggestion finds some further confirmation 
in Ode 38, where the writer refers to his pursuit of Truth and 
the protection which it gave him from the poisons and plagues 
of Error. He came across a mysterious Bridegroom and Bride, 
who are corrupting the whole world, and giving them to drink 
from a cup which, in Circean manner, makes away with their 
understanding. The Odist escapes by Divine Grace, and by 
his passion for Truth. But who are these that furnish the 
blandishments that our writer succeeds in resisting? It cannot 
be the language of a mere crusader in favour of celibacy, though 
we know there was a strong tendency in the early Church, 
especially in the East, to regard all married life as a form of 
corruption that was to be avoided. But here a mysterious 
Bridegroom and Bride spread a seductive table before the world, 
and after they have intoxicated their victims, they forsake 
them as soon as they have robbed them of their understanding. 
This can hardly be the language of a general hostility to 
Q. s. 9 
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marriage. And it seems more natural to regard the seducers 
in the Ode as real people, who are bewitching the world. One 
thinks of * thy wife Jezebel ' in Apoc. ii. 20, of Simon Magus, 
and his Most sheep' Helena, or some other of the many Anti- 
christs with whom the Church had to contend in the first and 
second centuries. The description in the Ode is too shadowy 
for a more exact identification. 

In one passage in the Odes the writer speaks of himself in 
laneruaere which suggests that he was by birth 

J«worGentilc? & & ot> , , , ^ t 

a Gentile, and that he was looked upon by those 
to whom he had joined himself with astonishment. The Ode to 
which we refer is the forty-first, where ia the midst of a noble 
strain of Christian exultation aad confession of Christ and: the 
great day that has dawned in Him, we find: 

*Let us exult with the joy of the Lord. All that 
see me will be astonished : for I am from another race : 
the Father of Truth remembered me.' 

The writer is explaining his position in a Christian cs)m- 
munity as a Gentile amongst Jews. He explains his faith in 
a Saviour who * makes alive and does not reject our souls.* 

The language suits the first century better than the second, 
and the Church in Palestine better than that in Asia Minor, 
Greece or Egypt. 

In another Ode^ Christ Himself makes something like an 
Christ reocives apology for the reception of the Gentiles. Thus in 

Gentiles. Qde ID: 

* I was strengthened and made mighty and took the 

world captive The Gentiles were gathered together 

who were scattered abroad. And I was unpolluted by my 
love,...., They became my people for ever and ever.' 

There can be no doubt that this Ode is Messianic, and that, 
to put it in the lowest possible terms, it is explanatory of the 
coming in of the Gentiles. No such explanation, or, if we prefer 
it, apology, would be natural in Corinth or in Ephesus. It belongs 
farther East, and seems to me to savour, in any case, of the first 
century. Certainly the Gentile could not feel himself isolated. 
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nor have to be apologized for In. the great Churches of the W^, 
nor in the second century, when Gentile bishops began to appear 
in Jerusalem itself 

There is another direction in which the writers of the Odes 
The coat of show a curious contact with Judaism. 
•^"- It is well known that the teaching of the earliest 

Christians and of the philosophically minded Jews of the first 
century made a special study of the story of creation in the first 
chapters of Genesis, which they systematically allegorised. We 
have a statement of Anastasius the Sinaite that all the early 
Christian exegetes, from Papias onward, interpreted the Hexa- 
hemeron, or Six days of Creation, by reference to Christ and the 
Church*. And those who did not make this direct mystical 
reference, especially the great Alexandrines, followed Philo in 
a general allegorisation of the narrative. Many . of these ex- 
planations, whether Jewish or Christian, are well known. But 
there is one case which is more obscure. The clothing of Adam 
and Eve with coats of skins at the time of their expulsion from 
Pacadise was a point that required explanation, and taxed the 
ingenuity of Philo himself. In his Questions upon Genesis he 
first apologizes for the homely occupation attributed to the Most 
High, and argues that at any rate simple leather garb is superior 
to purple and fine linen, and then he boldly breaks away from 
the literal explanation and says that the coat of skin simply 
means the human body, which is the receptacle for the Mind 
and the Life which God had already created. 

Now this interpretation is not confined to Philo', for there is a 
steady stream of Rabbinical opinion which has coloured the 
folk-lore of Eastern Europe that Adam had before his fall 
a nature clothed in light, like God Himself * whose robe is the 
light,' and that after his fall the light was replaced by the 
ordinary integument It will be interesting to trace this belief, 
which agrees with that of Philo so far as to make the coat of 
skin to be the human body, and to see whether it has left its 
mark on early Christian circles of thought. 

The origin of the belief appears to be indicated by a various 

1 See RouUi, RelL i. 15. 

* We find it, for example, in the Encratite Cassianus in the second century, 
according to the testimony of Clement of Alexandria (S/rcm, in. 14), x*^"*'^ ** 
9€pfuiTl¥ovt ifytiTOt 6 Kacatavbt r& oihftara. 
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reading of the passage, Gen. iii. 2i, which is credited to a MS. 
belonging at one time to Rabbi Meir*, viz. that instead of 

liy niJriD = coats of skin 
we should read 

"I1K nuns = coats of light. 

We could then translate the passage, 'And for Adam and his 
wife Jahveh Elohim had made coats of light and had clothed 
them.' It is quite possible that this may be the origin of the 
Rabbinical conceit as to the 'Light-Body' of Adam. And 
the opinion is strongly reflected upon European folk-lore. It 
appears also in Gnostic circles : for we find in the Bardesanian 
Hymn of the Soul which is embedded in the Acts of Thomas, 
that the Prince who forgets the Imperial Palace whence he 
came, in his journey to Egypt to find the Pearl of great price, 
had left behind him in the homeland the robe of glory with 
which he had been adorned. The account tells us 

* They took off from me the glittering robe, which in 
their affection they had made for me, and the purple toga 
which was measured and woven to my stature.' 

He puts on the disguise of an Egyptian dress and forgets his 
race and his country. When the young Prince comes to himself 
in the far country, he gets possession of the pearl, and promptly 
strips off from him the filthy and unclean dress in which he was 
clad. On his way home, the robe came to meet him ; it fitted 
him closely and seemed to be a mirror of himself. It was, in 
fact, his double, and had grown, with his growth, during his long 
absence. 

Prof. Burkitt points out that this Heavenly Robe represents 
the Body Celestial, it is * our house which is from heaven ' : 

*That which St Paul desired was no fixed "house" or 
"habitation" but a Heavenly Form. So here, too, the Robe is no 
article of clothing, but a Bright Form. The Syriac word means 
The Bright or The Shining thing. It is "put off*' and "put on" 
by the Soul'.' 

Here, then, we have a companion to the belief in the Body of 

» So in Midrash Rabboth : 

•In the Thorah of Rabbi Meir they found it written, Coats of light: these 
are the garments of the first Adam.' 
' Burkitt, Early Eastern Christianity y p. 215. 
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Light which belonged to Adam before he fell from celestial to 
terrestrial life. The two ideas, that of the pre-existent soul that 
has to leave heaven for earth, and that of the unfallen creation 
of God, whose environment is changed from a coat of light to a 
coat of skin, are evidently worked out on parallel h'nes. 

Now it is not difficult to recognise the traces of the clothing 
of the Old Adam and the clothing of the original Man, who 
is also the New Adam, in the New Testament. We have, for 
example, the instruction to put off the Old Man, and to put on 
the New Man, or to put on (it is the language of clothing) the 
Lord Jesus Christ. But what we want now to examine is 
whether there are any similar traces in our Odes. Is there 
any doctrine of a Light-Body or of a Skin-Body? Let us see. 
For instance, in Ode 25, we have 

* In me there shall be nothing that is not light : and I 
was clothed with the covering of Thy Spirit, and I cast 
away from me my raiment of skin' 

Here we have the very figure of the third chapter of Genesis, 
explained in a spiritual manner of the conversion and regenera- 
tion of the Soul. 

Something similar to this appears in Ode 21, 

* I put off darkness and clothed myself with light.* 
Very nearly the same idea is involved in Ode 11, 

* I forsook the folly which is spread over the earth, 
and I stripped it off and cast it from me : and the Lord 
renewed me in His raiment (cf Ps. civ. 2) and possessed 
me by His light.' 

And notice that this re-creating act of God is immediately 
followed by the statement of Paradise Regained : we are 
engaged in an allegory of the third chapter of Genesis. I think 
it will be admitted that the writer (or writers) of the Odes knew 
the allegorical explanation of the coat of skin with which Adam 
was clad. If this be conceded, then we must again recognise 
that we are moving in Jewish circles, for it is very unlikely that, 
at the early date required for our Odes, a Jewish conceit could 
have penetrated very far into the Gentile world. The * coat of 
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skin' is a significant proof of the Jewish or semi-Jewish author- 
ship of the Odes*. [It appears again in the Kabbala^ as 
Mr G. R. S. Mead points out to me. Zohar ii. 229 b : * When 
Adam was in the Garden of Eden, he was dressed in the celestial 
garment, which is a Garment of Heavenly Light. But when he 
was expelled from the Garden of Eden and became subject to 
the wants of this world, what is written? The Lord God 
(Elohim) made coats of skins to Adam and his wife and clothed 
them (Gen. iii. 21), for, prior to this, they had Garments of Light 
— Light of that Light which was used in the Garden of Eden.' 
For further allusion to the coats of light see Sepher Hayyashar 
in Migne, Diet, des ApocrypkeSy tom. ii. coll. 1 102 — 1 150.] 

This allegorical treatment of the particular case in question 
could not have continued very long in use in the Church, 
because of the complication with the story of the fig-leaves ; if 
the coat of skin is the human body, what are the fig-leaves } 
Evidently the allegory will have over-reached itself. It will 
survive, however, in folk-lore and in Gnosticism. 

It may, perhaps, be objected that the interpretation of the 
coats of skins as equivalent to human bodies might just as well 
be Gnostic as Judaeo-Christian. For instance, we have quoted 
above the language of Cassian the Gnostic for this very belief*. 
But we have not only detected the equation of the coat of skin 
with the human body ; we have also found traces of the belief 
in a coat of light which has been lost when the coat of skin was 
acquired, and have connected this belief with a various reading, 
or a Rabbinical conceit, in the text of Gen. iii. 21. So that, 
while it is quite likely that some early forms of Gnosticism 
depend directly upon Palestinian teaching, we ought also to 
allow that the language of our Odes on this subject is very near 
to the source of the Gnosis, which is very nearly the same thing 
as saying that it is not Gnostic. We will illustrate this by 
showing another case of allegorisation of the text of Genesis, 

* For the curious developments of this belief in an original light-body of Adam 
which are current in Eastern Europe, we may consult Dahnhardt, Natursagen ii. 325. 
The coat of light was held to be of the nature of horn, and this bright integument 
fell away when Adam and Eve sinned. All that remains of it is the human nails ! 

* We might also have quoted Valentinus, the prince of the Gnostics ; for accord- 
ing to Irenaeus* account of Valentinus' cosmogony, the Demiurge first fashioned the 
dr^pciiFor x^^^^^^"^ some invisible and fluid substance, and then clothed him in the 
'coat of skin* which is rh alffBifrop aapKiov (cf. Iren. ed. Mass. p. 27). 
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which might be claimed as Gnostic, if it were not a recognised 
fact that the allegorising of these early chapters of Genesis is 
common to all the early Christian fathers. 

In Ode II we have a beautiful sketch of the recovery of the 
lost Paradise, and of the blessedness of those who 
Rjgatrtld and ^^^ planted in that land (being considered as * trees 
hcrbs."*'^ of righteousness, the planting of the Lord*) or who 

live by the fruit of the trees (being considered as 
those who have returned to the privileges of the unfallen Adam). 
Incidentally it is stated that such persons * have turned from 
wickedness to God*s delights, and have turned back the bitter- 
ness of the trees from them, when planted in God's land/ 

The metaphor is confused ; on the one hand the believers 
are the trees, on the other hand they are the denizens of 
Paradise, who will have nothing to do with the bitterness of the 
trees. Disentangling the similitudes we see that the entry into 
Paradise goes along with an avoidance of certain bitter trees or 
products of trees. Can we find out what this means ? 

The early interpreters of Genesis had to face a Divine 
injunction to eat of every tree in the Garden, with one single 
exception of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. But 
this injunction raised the question as to whether all the trees, 
herbs and fruits were fit to eat. What about the bitter herbs ? 
The answer could only be, either that there were no bitter herbs, 
or else that they were to be avoided as uneatable, being made 
for some other uses. The author of the Ode to which we refer 
evidently takes the latter view : there are bitter herbs, but they 
are to be avoided. He does not think them useless, for nothing 
is useless in the Paradise of God. Now this doctrine of the 
avoidance of the bitter herbs had been credited to our Lord 
Himself, in a conversation between Himself and Salome, which 
has been preserved for us by Clement of Alexandria from the 
Gospel according to the Egyptians. The passage is strongly 
Encratite. Salome asks how long death is to rule over men, 
and receives the answer that it is as long as women bear 
children. * Then,' rejoined Salome enquiringly, * I did well in not 
having any children?' to which suggestion our Lord replies, 

* Eat every herb, but shun the bitter herb.' It is certain that 
this reply is based upon the language of Genesis, e.g. Gen. i. 29 

* Behold ! I have given you every herb, whose seed is in itself 
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on the face of the whole earth and all the trees... to you they 
shall be for food ' : and Gen. ii. 9 ' And the Lord God had 
brought forth from the ground every tree that was fair to the 
sight and pleasant to the taste/ &c. It is clear, then, that the 
language of Jesus in the passage cited from the Gospel accord- 
ing to the Egyptians, refers to the Garden of Eden. What, then, 
is meant by shunning the bitter herb? If we examine the 
passage in which Clement of Alexandria discusses the meaning 
{Strom, iii. 9), we shall find that he is opposing a school of 
Encratites, who said that the bitter herb was marriage. 
Clement, himself, who is Anti-encratite will have none of this : 
he challenges the opinion and affirms that marriage is not a sin, 
nor is there anything bitter about the rearing or producing of 
children. So he rejects the Encratite doctrine. In so doing, he 
has shown us that the doctrine existed and that it was a wide- 
spread interpretation. What shall we say, then, of the writer of 
our eleventh Ode ? If he says that the saints restored to the life 
of Paradise have nothing to do with the bitter trees, must we not 
allow that he, too, is allegorising and that he holds Encratite 
views with regard to marriage.? Such views were wide-spread 
in the early Christian Church, and survived in Gnostic circles, as 
in the Old Syrian Church, and amongst the followers of Tatian, 
but I do not see that they need to be especially labelled Gnostic, 
since they spring quite naturally out of the allegorical treatment 
of the first chapters of Genesis, or attached themselves easily to 
that particular form of interpretation'. 

This case of the * bitter herbs ' and the previous one of the 
*coat of skin,' are the closest points of contact of primitive 
teaching with Gnosticism. I do not see that we need to 
definitely attach the Gnostic label. 

We shall see presently that the writer of the main body of 
the Odes does not keep the Sabbath and gives very early 
Christian reason for his neglect of that Jewish duty. 

We may now go on to discuss the traces of Christian 
Scriptures in our book of Odes, and the dogmatic and eccle- 
siastical position of the writer or writers involved. 

* We may cum pare the Acts of Thomas, where the King's son and his bride are 
persuaded by our Lord to renounce maniage, and *the care of children, the end of 
whom is bitter sorrow.' The bride explains to her mother, *I have not had intercourse 
with a husband, the end whereof is bitter repentance.' 
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When we examine the Odes to see how far they are under 
Use of the influence of the Scriptures of the Old Testa- 

scripturca. ^^^^^^^ ^^^ f^^^ ^^^ problem is quite different from 

that which presents itself in the eighteen Psalms. In these the 
use of the Old Testament is patent both in language and in 
quotation, as one can see by examining the portions of the 
Psalms which are printed in uncial type by Ryle and James, in 
order to mark the coincidence of language with the Old Testa- 
ment. Moreover certain parts of the prophets, especially the 
latter part of Isaiah, have been closely studied and followed : 
and it is the recognition of this fact that has suggested to Felix 
Perles some of his most attractive emendations through the 
supposed original Hebrew*. 

But in the case of the Odes we are at a loss : we cannot tell 
what Greek lies behind the Syriac, except in a very few cases : 
and this makes linguistic identifications difficult and almost 
impossible : nor does the examination of the ideas which the 
writer expresses lead to a large harvest of coincidences with the 
Canonical Psalter or the Hebrew Prophets. Perhaps this is 
natural, in view of the originality of the writer, with whom it 
was easier to say inspired things than to report them. 

When we turn to the New Testament, the result is equally 
surprising : the name of the Gospel is not found, nor the name 
of Jesus: direct historical references are limited to those events 
which are recorded in the Creed, to which we may perhaps add 
an oblique allusion to Christ's power to walk on the waters, 
with a possible allusion to the Dove at the Baptism. Not a 
single saying of Jesus is directly quoted, though there seem to 
be one or two indirect references. For instance Christ's yoke is 
spoken of in Ode 42 (*my yoke was over those that love 
me') and there is one passage in Ode 22, which looks like a 
reflexion from the words * on this rock I will build my church ' 
(Matt. xvi. 18)': only in this case if coincidence were more 
than accidental, the Ode has the substitution of Kingdom for 
Church, which suggests for it priority over the Evangelic 
language. 

Setting aside for the moment the question of the use of 

* Pedes: Zur Erkldrung dUr Psalnun Salomos, Berlin, 1902. 

* U. *That the foundation of everything might be thy rock : and on it thou didst 
build thy Kingdom.' 

O. S, 10 
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Johannine writings, and of the Apocalypse, we find next to 
nothing from the Pauline Epistles: there is a sentence in 
Ode 3, 

*The Lord is zealous that those things should be 
known, which by His grace have been given to us/ 

which may perhaps be an echo of i Cor. ii. 12 'that we may 
know the things which are freely given us of God/ We have also 
some doubtful references to Rom. viii. 35, 36 in Ode i (* I shall 
not be separated from Him') and Ode S (* If everything should 
be shaken, I stand firm') and Ode 28 (*The sword shall not 
divide me from Him, nor the scimitar '), and there are occasional 
allusions to salvation and justification by Divine Grace. There 
are also frequent allusions, which have a Pauline ring, to Christ 
as the Head, to whom believers are the members. The figure 
is worked out so as to include the souls in Hades, who are 
Christ's feet\ 

Frequent allusions to a living crown can be illustrated from 
I Pet. V. 4 and from Jac. i. 12 and Apoc. ii. 10, but no direct 
quotations can be established. They may all run back into 
a primitive Logion, * I will give thee a crown of life.* 

The chief coincidences with the Apocalypse are in the title of 
Ode 3. II. * the Living One' (Apoc. i. 17) given to Christ (but this was 
^^ ^ ' also at the beginning of the book of Sayings of Jesus*) : in some 
of the expressions of victory over spiritual enemies, and the 
possession of Paradise and its trees, as well as in the allusion to 
an opposing dragon with seven heads, and perhaps to the story of 
the Sealed Book. It is doubtful if any of these parallelisms can 
be pressed to the point of established quotation : the dragon 
with seven heads is, perhaps, the best case for an identification : 
but it will be remembered that dragons are a common feature 
of apocalyptical machinery in the period to which the Odes 
must belong. 

It is when we come to the Gospel and Epistles of John 
that we find the community of ideas to be the most pronounced. 
We have clear statements that Christ is the Word, that He is 
before the foundation of the world; that He bestows living 

^ As in Ode 43. 

* /.f. * These are the [wonderful] words which Jesus the Living One spake*: 
a form of introduction which is imitated in the Coptic Book of Jeu. 
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water abundantly ; that He is the door of everything ; that He 
stands to His people in the relation of Lover to Beloved : that 
they love Him because He first loved them (for so we may 
interpret the language of Ode 3 : ' I should not have known 
how to love the Lord, if He had not loved me '), that their love 
to the Christ makes them His friends (Ode 8). These and 
similar phrases betray a Johannine atmosphere : but do they 
betray the use of the Fourth Gospel? The problem is, on a 
wider scale, something like that which arises in the discussion 
whether Valentinus the Gnostic used the Fourth Gospel. Hip- 
polytus tells us in his Refutation of Heresies (p. 185) that 
Valentinus taught that * God the Father was all love, but love 
is not love where there is no object of love. So the Father 
begat two emanations, voxy; and aXiJtfeta^' Now is that a case 
of the Fourth Gospel or not } The serious critic would hesitate 
to affirm it ; yet the language is very like that of our third 
Ode; and it would probably be wise to hold the judgment 
in suspense with regard to the use of the Fourth Gospel in the 
Odes, especially when it is so difficult to trace any other Gospel 
quotation or incident, or Saying of Jesus. But I think it will 
be conceded that we are in a Johannine atmosphere. 

One coincidence has been detected between the Odes and the 
Ignatian Epistles, in the allusion to 'talking water'; but there 
is no need to assume quotation on either side, the language 
being sufficiently explained by the folk-lore of the time. 

The net result of these comparisons is to place the collection 
of Odes at a very early period in the history of the Christian 
Church. One or two of them had already been referred to the 
early part of the second century, on account of the almost 
canonical use made of them in the Pistis Sophia, The main 
body of the Odes, when studied, takes us in the same direction, 
only perhaps somewhat further. 

We come now to the question of the underlying doctrines 
Dosmmticof which Can be traced in the Odes. We have al- 
theodc. j.g^jy alluded to Christ's pre-existence», to His 

pre-eminence in the Church*, and to the spiritual union between 
Himself and believers^ We have also pointed out some refer- 

dyawiifupw. ' As in Ode aS, Ode 41, &c 

» As in Ode 31, Ode 33. &c. * As in Ode 3, Ode 4a, &c. 
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ences to His yoke, and to the foundation of His Kingdom, and 
to His power to walk upon the stormy waters. 

One of the strongest expressions with regard to the nature of 
Christ will be found in Ode 41, where He is called *the Son of 
the Most High, who appeared in the perfection of His Father, 
...the Word that was before-time in Him, the Messiah or Christ 
who is truly one, and was known before the foundation of the 
world/ In the words 'The Christ is truly one,' taken in 
connexion with the other statements as to His pre-existence, 
we have suggestions of controversy, over a division in the 
nature of Christ, of which, perhaps, the earliest known trace is 
in the first Epistle of John* {irav irvevfui h fir) o/ioXoyel top 
^If)<Tovp) where the various reading, Xvei for /a^ ofidkoyel, if not 
primitive, is certainly very early. This Ode cannot come from 
a Docetic, nor can it easily be referred to an Adoptionist 
source^ 

An equally pronounced Christology may be detected in 
Ode 29 where the writer says, 

' I believed in the Lord's Messiah, 
And it appeared to me that He is the Lord.' 

We must not too hastily assume that all these statements 
come from one hand, and we must be prepared to find, along 
with variety of authorship (if that can be made out), a variety 
also of theological definitions. There are some Odes which are 
a little hard of explanation on orthodox lines, because they 
appear to use Adoptionist language*. But if this suggests 
subordination of Christ to the Father, in another Ode it is the 
Holy Spirit that is subordinate, for we are told (Ode 24) that 
*the Dove fluttered over the Messiah, because He was her 
head*.* Again in the Ode previously quoted (Ode 36) it 
appears to follow that the Holy Spirit was the Mother of 
Jesus, which we know to have been a feature of Ebionite belief. 
These variations suggest that theology had not fixed her land- 

' I John iv. 3. 

■ Cf. Novatian, Z>^ TtinUaie 30. Irenaeus (M. 106 et passim) : *Non ergo alterum 
Filium novit evangelium nisi hunc qui ex Maria est, qui et passus est, sed n«quc 
Christum avolantem ante passionem ab Jesu.' 

* As in Ode 36. 

* In later ages this would be known as the heresy of Macedonius, but the language 
here is innocent. of heretical intention. 
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marks nor laid down her definitions. On the other hand, it is 
clear that the Odes do not regard Christ as a mere man, but as 
a pre-existent being and as the Divine Logos. One Ode has 
the doctrine of the Trinity under a grotesque form worthy of 
the Middle Ages. But this Ode we are unwilling to class 
with the rest of the book. 

In regard to the points of early Christian belief which 
occur in the Odes, it is clear that the Crucifixion is definitely 
alluded to, less clearly the Resurrection ; but what surprises us 
is the extraordinary emphasis upon the Virgin Birth and the 
Descent into Hades. The former of these is in a state of 
evolution beyond the Canonical Gospels : the birth is explained 
as painless^ and unexpected : we are on the very verge of the 
details which occur in the apocryphal Gospels of the Infancy. 

The other Article of the Creed, the Descent into Hades,; is 
also treated with picturesque detail, very much as in the Gospel 
of Nicodemus. Just as in the latter gospel* Hades complains of 
the inward pain which he feels and which intimates an ap- 
proaching discharge of imprisoned souls, so in Ode 42 we are 
told that ' Hades saw me and was miserable : death cast me up^ 
and many along with me.' But the prayer of the Souls in 
Hades is very fine, and has no vulgar suggestions of Jonah and 
the Whale about it, such as we find in the byways of Patristic 
literature. 

It will, perhaps, be said that the advanced state of evolution 
of these two dogmas renders it impossible that the collection 
should be referred to the end of the first century*. There is, 

* Here, at all events, we are in the region of folk-lore; the Chinese legend of the 
birth and conception of Hou-tsi, the founder of the dynasty of Tchu, runs on the 
same line. His mother brought him forth as a tender lamb without effort, without 
pain and without pollution. See amongst the Chinese Classics, the Shi-King III. ii. i, 
which has been Englished as follows : 

* Lo ! when her carrying time was done, 
Came like a lamb her first-born son, 
No pains of labour suffered she — 
No hurt, no pain, no injury.* 
Cf. Ev, Ps. Matthaeiy c. 15 'Nulla pollutio sanguinis facta est in nascente, nullus 
dolor in parturiente.' 

" Tischendorf, Evan, Apocrypha^ p. 396 *Contremui perterritus pavore, et omnia 
officia mea simul mecum conturbata sunt.' 

B. H. Cowper, Apoc, Gospels ^ p. 305 *For lo ! I see that all I have ever swallowed 
are in commotion and my belly is in pain' (Jonah ii. 1); which is taken from the 
Greek Descensus ^ see Tisch. U. p. 327. 

' The Descent into Hades is a first century doctrine. Hamack says of it : ' the 
notion of a descensus ad iff/irryya... commended itself on the ground of Old 



Digitized by 



Google 



73 INTRODUCTION 

however, an alternative suggestion, that the forty-second Ode, 
for instance, may be a later product : for it has not been demon- 
strated that all the Odes come from the same hand or time. 

The organic life of the Church can hardly be detected in the 
book of Odes. The Church itself is not mentioned, 
Order and unless it should be in the reference to a Pure 

•*^P "*' Virgin in Ode 33 who stands and proclaims the 
invitation of the Gospel The figure of the Pure Virgin is well 
known' to have been a common one in the first and second 
centuries, and has influenced the New Testament itself But 
the Pure Virgin may equally well be the Divine Wisdom who 
stands and calls men*. 

There is also the implication of corporate unity in the figure of 
the Head and the members' : this may be directly derived from 
St Paul. Of Church officials there are only, (a) the writer of Ode 20 
who calls himself a priest of God and defines his priesthood as 
any mystic might, as the offering to God of the sacrifice of his 
thought, and (d) there are a body of persons engaged in carrying 
the water of life to the thirsty, who are called Blessed Ministers 
or Blessed Deacons (Ode 6) : we may compare the language of 
Perpetua concerning * Tertius and Pomponius, blessed deacons who 
ministered to us,' who bribed the gaolers and obtained us relief. 
But the writer of the Odes does not necessarily mean anything 
so highly evolved as the ministry of the African Church at the 
beginning of the third century. His ministers have a commission 
to preach the word and are counted happy in so doing. 

Of Sacraments the Odes do not seem to know much^ The 
only directions in which one could look for refer- 
sacraments. ^^^^^ ^^ Baptism would be (i) the Living Water, 
(ii) the allusion to the Seal. Of the former it is unnecessary to 
speak. It is frankly impossible that the living water which the 
thirsty are invited in the Scriptures to come and take freely can 

Testament prediction. In the first century, however, it still remained uncertain, 
lying on the borders of those productions of religious fancy which were not at once 
able to acquire a right of citizenship in the communities.' Hist, cf Dogma^ i. 101, 
Eng. tr. 

* e*g, a Cor. xi. a, and cf. H^esippus in Euseb. H, E. iv. 11. In the letter of 
the Churches of Lyons and Vienna (c. 11) the Virgin Mother is the Church (mX 
iweyiycTo ToXXf^ x«pA ''i irapSiPip fiffpC)' 

• Cf. Proverbs viii. i, a. ' As in Ode i, Ode 17, &c 

^ [Unless Diettrich and Bernard should be right that the whole of the hymns are 
charged with references to Baptism : see preface for details of the argument.] 
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be any outward aflFusion: but perhaps something ought to be 
said of the Seal, because although, in the New Testament, this 
is a term used of the gift of the Holy Spirit, it is often employed 
by Patristic writers to denote baptism and the baptized {e^. in 
the epitaph of Abercius and elsewhere). 

In the Odes we have plenty of reference to seals : we have 
the abysses of Hades sealed up with the Lord's seal in Ode 24 : 
we have the mysterious Letter from Heaven sealed with a magic 
seal in Ode 23 ; and we have in Ode 4 a statement of the 
talismanic power of the Seal of God, which angels as well as 
men possess and which all creation knows and fears. And in 
Ode 8 the Lord says He has set His seal upon the faces of His 
people, just as we have in the Apocalypse (vii. 3, xiv. i). But 
in the Apocalypse, as Dr Swete points out, the seal is not 
sacramental. Perhaps it was a taboo-mark of some Jewish sect. 
If there is any scriptural reference in this doctrine of the 
Seal, it must be sought in Ezekiel ix., and the ink-mark which 
an angelic scribe is told to set on the righteous^ The seal is 
alluded to in the extant Psalms of Solomon (Ps. Sol. xv. 6) 
where we are told that ' the sign (trrifLeiov) of God is upon the 
righteous for Salvation.* It is, therefore, a pre-Christian con- 
ception. Here Perles very naturally compared Ezekiel ix. 6 
and supplied the Haggadic explanation from Shabbath 55^ as 
follows : 

* God spake to Gabriel : Go and stamp on the fore- 
head of the righteous a mark of ink, that the destroying 
angels may have no power over him* : and on the forehead 
of the hypocrites a mark of blood, that the destroying 
angels may acquire power over them.' 
From this talismanic sign (with which the archangels are 
here entrusted), there was developed, as is well known, the 
doctrine of the talismanic virtue of the sign of the cross in 
baptism. But this development (arising out of an interpretation 
of the use of the letter Tau as the sign in Ezekiel) is, I think, 
later than what we have in the Odes'. There does not seem, 
therefore, to be any definite allusion to Baptism. We can see 

^ In the East it is still common to seal with ink. 

* Cf. Ode 4. 7, 8 'who is there that shall put on thy grace and be hurt? for thy 
seal is known.' 

• We have it in Tert. Adv, Marc. iii. la where the letter Tau is explained to be 
*the very form of the Cross which was foretold to be the sign upon our foreheads.' 
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the later interpretation very clearly in Lactantius, Div, Inst iv* 
27, who says that the gods cannot approach those in whom 
they see the heavenly mark, nor hurt those whom the sign as 
ah .impregnable wall protects, which is very like Ode 4. 7, 8. 
Perhaps Lactantius has here a reminiscence of the Ode\ 

As to the Eucharist, I can find no allusion whatever : there 
are no references to the religious use of bread and wine ; the 
writers of the Odes seem to prefer milk and honey ; but these 
are not spoken of sacramen tally, but mystically and alle- 
gorically. 

The allegorical use of the terms ' milk and hortey * is natural 
enough in view of the Old Testament descriptions of the Land 
of Promise : but it should be remembered that there are traces 
of a milk-and-honey sacrament in the early Church. For 
example in the Epistle of Barnabas', we have a question 
raised as to the meaning of the milk and honey in the Old 
Testament. And after some preliminary allegorising to show 
that the believers in Jesus are themselves the good land, he 
asks, *Why milk and honey?' And the answer is that 'the 
young child is first quickened with honey and then with milk/ 

Probably this refers in the first instance to a folk-lore custom 
in connexion with newly-born children, but it seems to have very 
early developed into a Christian sacrament for new converts, who 
had been born again into the Kingdom of God*. 

It does not, however, seem that the milk-and-honey passages 
in the Odes will bear the sacramental interpretation. The nine- 
teenth Ode, for example, has no suggestion of a recent conversion 
about it. The only one where it seems possible to make 
connexion with the new-birth is Ode 8, where the Lord says, 
* My own breasts I prepared for them that they might drink my 
holy milk and live thereby ' ; this might perhaps, in view of the 
previous reference to the ' seal upon the faces,' be interpreted 
sacramentally, but it does not seem likely. The baptismal 
sacrament, as we have shown, is not milk but milk and honey. 

^ 'Sed quoniam neque accedere ad eos possunt, in quibus coelestem notam 
viderint, nee iis nocere, quos signum immortale munierit, tanquam inexpugnabilis 
murus.' 

»c. 6. 

' Besides Barnabas, we may refer to Tertullian, De corona^ c. 3 (inde suscepti, 
lactis et mellis concordiam praegiistamus) : Adv, Marc. i. 14: Gem. Alex. Paed. i. 6, 
p. 1 08: Coptic Canons, ii. 46, &c 
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The only allusion to wine is in the account of the Seducer 
in Ode 38, who lays plots for the elect and wishes, by an 
intoxicating cup, to rob them of their reason. So far as the 
enquiry has gone, the Odes are hardly to be quoted in the 
history of the Sacraments; they ought, therefore, to belong 
to an early period of evolution in the organic life of the Church. 

There is still something to be said with regard to the 
The lost missing portions of our MS. The closing portions 

Second Ode. q{ ^he 1 8 Psalms of Solomon are preserved for us 
adequately in the Greek, but the lacuna at the beginning of the 
Odes is serious, and involves the whole of the second Ode, and 
the beginning of the third Ode. 

It has occurred to me that perhaps a sentence from 
this second Ode may be preserved in Clement of Alexandria. 
For in his ProtrepHcus (p. 5) we have the following sentence: 
o ik Ik Aa/8^8, K€U *rrpo avrovy 6 rod ©eoO X0709, \vpav fi€v Kal 
Kiddpav, ret ci^v^a Spyava^ vwepiBdu, Koafiov Se roi/Se, koX Bij Koi 
Tov afiiicpov KoafAOv rov avOptairov^ '^^V^ ''*€ ^^^ a&fia axnov, 
dffitfi TTvevfjuiri apfioo'dfievo^, yfrdWei rtp Seip But rov woKv^wvov 
opyopov Kal irpoafhei rovrtp r£ opydvtp, r^ dvdpdw^, 

2v yap eZ Kiddpa Kal av\o^ Kal vao^ €/i09. 

Thus according to Clement the Word of God made music of 
its own, earlier than David and upon a loftier instrument than 
his harp and lyre ; for its music was produced from the 
macrocosm of creation and the microcosm of the body and 
soul of man : to this instrument of many strings' it sings and 
addresses the instrument itself, saying to it : 

* Tis thou my harp, and flute and temple art.' 

Now this is a quotation from some poetical composition, and 
we may infer that it is a fragment of an early Psalm or hymn. 
Accordingly Potter notes on it as follows : 

'Christi verba, ut videtur, a sacro hymno citata.' 

But if it is a hymn, there are two considerations which 
suggest that it came from the Odes of Solomon : first, it is one 
of the features of these Odes (often causing no little perplexitj^) 
that the singer makes his Psalm, either wholly or in part, in the 

^ [More exactly hcUs : and cf. next page.] 
O. S. II 
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name of Christ : second, the reference to the harp or flute in 
describing Christ's music, and the representation of the mind of 
man as an Spyavov ttoXv^covop is thoroughly in the manner of 
the Odes. Thus in Ode 7 believers go forth to meet the Lord 
with a harp of many strings [literally, voices : = xiOdpa iroXvf^tovo^ 
exactly, as we have it involved in the passage quoted from 
Clement]. In Ode 14 the writer says : 

* Open to me the harp of thy Holy Spirit, 
That with all its notes I may praise Thee,' 

and the same spiritual music is in the opening of Ode 6, 

* As the hand moves over the harp... 
So speaks in my members the Spirit of the Lord.* 

Here it is the Spirit that plays upon the human instrument. 

So it is quite possible that Clement's little quotation may be 
part of the missing matter of our Odes. To which of them 
shall we refer it ? The first Ode is already identified, the third 
is almost complete, and it is unlikely that Christ .should be the 
speaker in the opening of the third Ode, when he is not so in 
the closing portion. So the suggestion arises that the sentence 
comes from the second Ode. 

This is a speculation, and must not be taken too seriously, in 
view of the insufficiency of the evidence. But it can do no harm 
to record it, with the necessary Valeat quantum, [The obser- 
vation made above as to the coincidence in language between 
Clement and the Odes, makes it no longer necessary to speak so 
diffidently. Harnack passes the matter by too lightly with ' im 
besten Falle eine blosse Moglichkeit.'] 

It will, perhaps, be enquired whether the use of the Odes of 
Solomon by early writers can be detected in cases 

The OdcB 

known to where there are no introductory formulae or definite 

allusions. We have just suggested that a frag- 
ment of the second Ode may be preserved in an anonymous 
quotation by Clement of Alexandria. Are there any similar 
traces to be identified in the early Patristic literature? The 
difficulty of making such identifications is well known. We had 
a case in the use of 'talking water' by Ignatius and by the 
writer of the Odes. Such an expression to us in the present 
day seems very striking; but a draught from a magical or 
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medical spring is probably a common folk-lore way of obtaining 
inspiration, and need not imply any dependence of one of the 
coincident writers upon the other. 

Here is a somewhat similar case from Irenaeus, in which 
the evidence is rather in the direction of recognising a quota- 
tion on the part of that writer from the Odes. Irenaeus 
discusses^ the question why God made man and why He chose 
the fathers and why He called the saints. He begins by the 
doctrine that God, for His part, had no need of man : * non quasi 
indigens hominis, plasmavit Adam.' This sentiment of the 
Divine independence of His works is in our fourth Ode. It is, 
however, so common an expression in Greek philosophy and 
theology, that we should pay no attention to its occurrence in 
Irenaeus, if it were not that it is the key-note of the section and 
that he returns to it with an added amplification, which is also 
found in the fourth Ode. For he says that the less God needs 
man, the more man needs God and His fellowship : 

* in quantum enim Deus nullius indiget, in tantum 
homo indiget Dei communione.* 

Here we have the thought of fellowship with God, as the 
expression of man's need, which we have in Ode 4 : 

* Thou hast given us thy fellowship : 
It was not that thou wast in need of us, 
but that we were in need of thee.* 

A little lower down Irenaeus returns to the same thought : 
God distributed His prophets over the earth to habituate men to 
the reception of His Spirit and to fellowship with Himself: * He 
Himself was in need of no man : dut on those tliat needed Him, 
He bestowed His fellowship' 

Here we have the same thought, in closely coincident terms ; 
and since it is the fundamental ^thought of the chapter, we 
suggest that Irenaeus may be working from a text, and the text 
is a verse from the Odes of Solomon. The same sentiments 
recur in Bk V. c. ii. in the following form : * Nihil enim illi ante 
dedimus, neque desiderat aliquid a nobis, quasi indigens: nos 
autem indigemus eius quae est ad eum communionis : et propterea 
benigne effudit semetipsum ' ; where the last clause may be 

^ Lib. IV. c. XXV. (p. 143, Mass.). 



Digitized by 



Google 



84 INTRODUCTION 

compared with what follows in the Ode : * Distil thy dews 
upon us and open the rich fountains that pour forth milk and 
honey.' 

There is still, however, something abrupt in the transition 
from the discussing of the Holy Place and the Holy People to 
the general question of whether God has any need of man 
corresponding to the need which man has of God. We may 
detect the motion of the writer s thought in passing from one 
subject to the other in the following manner. 

From Irenaeus we see that while God has no need of man, 
man has need of communion with God. The language is, as we 
have shown, so closely parallel to that of our Ode as almost to 
amount to a quotation. But at an earlier time than that of 
Irenaeus the thought of communion with God was not detached 
from the thought of communion by means of a Holy Place, and 
by sacrifice offered there. 

We get this thought brought out clearly in the prayer of the 
priests in 2 Mace. xiv. 15 : 

* Thou, O Lord of the universe, who in thyself hast 
need of nothings wast well pleased that a sanctuary of thy 
liabitation should be set amongst us: so now, O Holy 
Lord of all hallowing, keep undefiled for ever this house 
that hath been lately cleansed.' 

Here the ' sanctuary of the Divine habitation ' is an earlier 
form of the Christian 'communion with God ' which we find in 
Irenaeus. When, therefore, the writer of the Ode, who began 
by chanting the inalienable sanctity of the Temple, says that God, 
who did not need us, has given us His fellowship, he is still 
thinking of the fellowship that is associated with one special 
holy place. He cannot think that this form of communion is 
abandoned or made void. The opening verses of the Ode make 
it clear that this is his key-note. The parallel in the New 
Testament is in Paul's speech before the Areopagus (Acts xvii. 
24, 25), *God dwelleth not in temples made with hands, neither 
is worshipped of men's hands, as though He needed anything^. 
Our writer would say, * He dwells in a Temple, because we need 
Him.* And as we have pointed out, the situation is for our 
writer Judaeo-Christian. 
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At the same time we see clearly that the writer is not really 
a Jew, though he is in a Judaeo-Christian environ- 
doet no?'**'^ ment. We see this in a number of ways, both direct 
?Srtomi*'^**' and indirect. First we had his definite statement 
as to his being of a different race, which must 
surely mean that he is a proselyte, in the Christian sense, from 
among the Gentiles to a community of Judaean origin. Then 
we had his peculiar apologetics, in the person of Christ, for 
love to the Gentiles. But even more striking is his indirect 
argument against the necessity of the maintenance of the 
Sabbath. I have drawn attention to this under Ode 16, by 
pointing out that the sequence of thought in the words 

* He rested from His works: 
And created things run in their courses and do their works : 
And they know not how to stand and be idle: 
And His '"heavenly"' Hosts are subject to His word ' 

contain the argument of Justin with Trypho for the non-validity 
of the Sabbath, on the ground that 

* the elements, aroix'^la {or more exactly , the heavenly 
bodies^), do not idle or keep Sabbath.' 

And Justin tells Trypho that he learnt this from the very 
old man to whom he owed his conversion, who taught him, in 
reference to the Sabbath and Circumcision, that he should 
remain as he was born. This is very early teaching on the 
subject of the leading Jewish practices. It does not necessarily 
mean the abandonment of the Sabbath by Jews. Our author 
stands where Justin stood, and both of them employ an argument 
of the more liberal-minded in the primitive Church. He is no 
more a Jew than Justin is. 

It will be asked whether he argues against circumcision as 
well as against the Sabbath. This is more difficult to answer. 
It depends upon the interpretation of the opening sentences 
of Ode II. If our alternative translation is correct, the writer 
refers to the work of Divine Grace which he has experienced as 
a circumcision of the heart, a figure of speech which is justified 
by the Old Testament references to Israel as * uncircumcised in 
heart and earsV and by the Pauline affirmation that *we are 

> Gal. iv. 9. 

' Cf. Deut. X. 16, 'Circumcise your hearts and be not any more stiffnecked.* 
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the true circumcision/ and that *he is not a Jew who is one 
outwardly, nOr is circumcision in the letter, but in the spirit.' 
In this sense our writer may be held to affirm that, although not 
an Israelite by birth, he is one of the spiritual Israel. And this 
would agree exactly with the other statements to which we have 
alluded. 

We found no allusions by which we could identify the 
Gospels used by the Odists. 

But if there are no references of a direct character to the 

Gospels, and only scanty allusions to the historical 
uncmnonicmi incidents which make the framework of the Gospels, 

there is one indirect reference to an early Apocry- 
phal Gospel, which is of the first importance. We have discussed 
under the twenty-fourth Ode the question whether the reference 
of the Ode is to the Baptism of Jesus or to some other un- 
known incident connected with His crucifixion, and have decided 
that the allusion to the fluttering of the Dove over the head of 
the Messiah must mean the events at the Baptism, although there 
was in the context matter which seemed to suggest the descent 
into Hades rather than the Baptism. The reason for this con- 
clusion lies in the coincidence of the expression of the Odist 
with the language employed by Justin Martyr in his dialogue 
with Trypho (c. 88). The Syriac of the opening verse is 
literally 

* The Dove flew upon [or over] the Messiah ' ; 

and this curious phrase answers exactly to the word which 
Justin twice uses in his account of the Baptism. The repetition 
of the word has long since provoked a suggestion on the part of 
the critics that we had here a fragment of Justin's actual gospel, 
and that it was not one of the canonical Gospels, though Justin 
himself refers his account to the Apostles of the Lord. And 
when it was observed that the same peculiar verb turned up 
elsewhere in Greek Patristic accounts of the Baptism, a very 
strong case was made out for the use of an actual document 
of an apocryphal, or, at all events, of a non-canonical character. 
When, therefore, we detect the same expression in the Syriac 
text of the Odes, the coincidence is so striking that we are 
justified in removing the allusions to the Baptism of Jesus from 
the matter credited to the canonical Evangelists, and assigning 
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it instead to a lost Gospel of a very early date. It will be 
convenient to collect^ under one view the cases in which it may 
reasonably be held that the Greek word iwnrrrjvai is used of the 
Descent of the Dove (Justin Martyr : Dial 88) : 

dvaSvvTo<; avrov airo rov vSaro^, w irepiaTepav ro 
Sfyiop 7rv€Vfui iTTiTrrrjvat eV avrov eypayp'av ol a7r6<rTo\oL 
avTOv rovTov tov ^ptarov rffidSv, 

Ibid. : 

TO TTvevfia ovv ro ayiov koX hi^d rov^ dvOpd^rov^:, (09 
irpoeifyrjv, ev etBei Trepca-Tepaf: eiriirrri avr^, 

Celsus (v. Origen contra Celsum 1. 41): 

\ovofi€V<^ <l>rja'iy aoi irapd r^ 'Icoai/i/j; [v. 1. *IopBdvp] 
<l>d(rfjba 8pvL0o^ cf depo^ Xeye*? iwnrTTJvai, 

Origen (c. Celsum i. 40) : 

€^^9 Zk TovTot^ dird rov Kara TAarOatov, Tdj(a Se Kal 
Tciv XotTTcov evayyeXioDV, Xafiiov rd irepl Trj<; iiriirrdaff^; 
T^ aa)ri]pi 0a'rm^ofiiva) irapd rov *la)dvvov TrepcaTepd^ 
Sta/SdWeiv /SovXerai, 

Origen {in Joan. torn. ii. 11): 

or^ T<p awfAariKip etSet dxrel irepvarepd €<l>L7rTaTai 
fierh TO \ovTpov avrw. 

Orac. Sib, vii. 64 — 70 : 

*A, Xvplff Koikffy ^OlVLKODV VTTaTOV dvSpwp, 

Oh €7r€p€vyofA4vrj xelrai BrjpvTid^ &\fifj^ 
T\i]fUOv, ovK lyva)^ rov adv Seov, 09 ttot' tKovaev 
*IopBdvov iv vBdreaai, /cat Sinaro irvevfia eir avr^, 

'ZdpK ivBvadfievo^, rd'xv^ iirraro Ylarpo^ €9 oIkov^, 
To the foregoing coincidences from Greek sources, Resch 
adds a number of suspicious coincidences in Latin : 
Tert. adv. Valent. c. 27 : 

* Super hunc itaque Christum devolasse tunc in baptis- 
matis Sacramento Jesum per effigiem columbae/ 

Hilarius in Ps. liv. 7: 

* Nam et in columbae specie Spiritus in eum volando 
requievit...ut volando requiescat/ 

* See Resch, Aussercanonische ParcUlelUxte zu Luc. p. 15. 
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Hilarius in Matt li. 6 : 

* post aquae lavacrum et de caelestibus portis sanctum 
in nos spiritum involare! 

Seven de ritibus baptismiy p. 24, ed. Boderianus (Resch, 
Agrapha, p. 363): 

*Et Spiritus sanctitatis in similitudinem columbae 
volans descendit mansitque super caput filii/ 

These references are not of equal value in the determination 
of the language of a primitive account, but taken together, they 
certainly make a very strong impression in favour of the belief 
in an uncanonical account of the Baptism, and it is to that 
account that the first line of Ode 24 must be referred. 

But what are we to say of the Spirit singing over the 
Messiah? Is this also from the uncanonical source? 

We may sum up the investigation as far as it has gone as 
follows : 

There can be no reasonable doubt of the antiquity of the 
recovered Book of Odes. That which seems to be the latest 
composition amongst them is attested already by Lactantius in 
the beginning of the fourth century as having the place in the 
collection which it occupies in our Manuscript. The portions 
of the Odes which have been transcribed by the author of 
the Pistis Sophia towards the end of the third century, are 
evidently taken from a book which was either canonical 
in the writer's judgment, or not very far removed from 
canonicity ; so that it is quite easy to carry the Odes back into 
the second century, and those who have studied the extant 
fragments of them before the recovery of our Manuscript have, 
in fact, referred them to the earlier part of the second century. 
Our own investigations have shown that the Odes agree in the 
extent of their composition with the statistical data for their 
measurement, preserved in the early Stichometries. We have 
also shown that they agree in sentiment with the beliefs and 
practices of the earliest ages of the Church. It came out 
clearly in the investigation that the writer, while not a Jew, was 
a member of a community of Christians, who were for the most 
part of Jewish extraction and beliefs, and the apologetic tone 
which is displayed, in the Odes, towards the Gentiles, as a 
part of the Christian Church, is only consistent with the very 
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earliest ages, and with communities like the Palestinian 
Churches where Judaism was still in evidence and in control. 
We think, therefore, that it will be admitted on all hands, that 
the discovery of this collection of Odes and Psalms is not only 
valuable for the fact that it presents us, for the first time, with 
the Syriac version of the extant Psalms of Solomon, but that 
the Syriac text of the Odes of Solomon is in itself a memorial 
of the first importance for rightly understanding the beliefs and 
experiences of the Primitive Church. 

We have expressed our belief that in part, at least, the 
collection belongs to the last quarter of the first century ; but if 
it should be objected that this is too early a date, it cannot be 
very many years in excess. Even if the writings do not fall 
within the actual time of the composition of the books of the 
New Testament, they scarcely fall outside the limits of the 
same, and we may, therefore, be sure that the Christian Church 
of to-day has been enriched by the discovery of a literary 
monument of the highest value. Apart, also, from all critical 
questions concerned with the little less or little more of a 
determined date, or with the * Lo ! here ' or ' Lo ! there ' of an 
assigned locality, we have in our Odes the language of Christian 
experience upon the highest levels of the Spiritual Life, and we 
should have ♦•■ go far afield to find such expressions of the 
Joy of the Lord as recur in almost every one of these Spiritual 
Songs. 

We have no means of knowing who it was that in the first 
instance ascribed them to Solomon, nor have we any clue at 
present to their actual authorship, but we may be sure that 
whatever Solomon did, or did not, in the composing of Odes, 
with which he has been credited to the number of one thousand 
and five, according to the insistent accuracy of the Jewish 
Chronicler, we may say of these new-found compositions, that 
not even Solomon at his very best could have been spiritually 
arrayed like one of these. 



o. s. la 
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ODE I. {Pistis Sophia ii6.) 

^The Lord is on my head like a crown, and I shall not be 
without Him\ ^They wove for me a crown of truth, and it 
caused thy branches to bud in me. ^For it is not like a withered 
crown which buddeth not : but thou livest upon my head, and 
thou hast blossomed upon my head. *Thy fruits are full-grown 
and perfect, they are full of thy salvation. 

Ode I. This Ode is not in our Syriac text, but in the Coptic version 
of the Pistis Sophia, where it is said to be the 19th Ode. I have identified 
it with the missing first Ode of our collection, on the supposition that 
in the collection of Solomonic Psalms known to the author of the Pistis 
Sophia, the eighteen Psalms of Solomon stood first, and not, as in the 
Syriac collection, in the last place. The question is discussed, more at 
length, under Ode 5. The argument of the Psalm is that God is the 
crown of the soul, whose supreme experience is the knowledge of His 
truth. This crown is of the amarant variety ; it fadeth not away. On 
the contrary, it buds and blossoms and is full of immortal fruit. The 
similitude is not uncommon in the book of Odes to which we have 
placed this Psalm as an introduction. [Diettrich and Bernard think the 
reference is to a crown put on the head of newly-baptized persons*. We 
may also compare the crown offered to the worshipper of Mithra on his 
admission to the rank of miies. He sets it aside declaring Mithra to be 
his only crown'.] 

ODE 2. (Deest.) 

ODE 3. {Priora desunt,) 

I put on: 2 And his members are with him. And 

on them do I hang, and He loves me: ^for I should not have 
known how to love the Lord, if He had not loved me. *For 
who is able to distinguish love, except the one that is loved ? 
*I love the Beloved,and my soul loves Him : ®and where His rest is, 
therealso am I ; ^and I shall be no stranger, for with the Lord Most 
High and Merciful there is no grudging. ®I have been united 

> Or it. 

• Bernard :/*T,S for Oct. 19 10, p. 7. Diettrich : Die /Reformation for May 19 10, 
p. 307 D. ' Cumont: Monuments^ i* 318. 
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^to Him"^S for the Lover has found the Beloved, ®and because 
I shall love Him that is the Son, I shall become a son * ; ^°for 
he that is joined to Him that is immortal, will also himself 
become immortal ; "and he who has pleasure in the Living One», 
will become living*. ""^This is the Spirit of the Lord, which 
doth not lie, which teacheth the sons of men to know His ways. 
■"^Be wise and understanding and vigilant. Hallelujah. 

Ode 3. This Psalm, of which the first verses have disappeared 
along with the leaves that contained the first two Psalms, is evidently a 
Christian product ; the author is a mystic with a doctrine, or rather an 
experience, of union with the Son. With Him his whole nature has 
become mingled, as water is mixed with wine. In Pauline language, 
he has been joined to the Lord, and has become one spirit with Him*. 
In Johanhine language, because the Beloved lives, he himself lives also*. 
He has, at least in hope and faith, attained immortality through union 
with the Living One. The name here given to Christ is very ancient, 
it has been detected by the Revisers of the English New Testament in 
the Apocalypse (*I am the Living One*)^ and it is found in the 
opening sentences of the Sayings of Jesus, recovered in recent years 

from Egypt: ('these are the words which Jesus the Living One 

spake'). [Cf. also Ode 24. 14 where *Him that liveth' is Christ.] 

Other Johannine touches are the doctrine that *we love Him 
because He first loved us'.' For the Psalmist tells us that *he should 
not have known how to love the Lord if the Lord had not loved him.' 

It would be a mistake to suppose that we have here any direct 
quotations or that the language necessarily involves acquaintance with 
the text of the New Testament In translating the Syriac, I have not 
tried to distinguish the two words for love which are used : even if it 
could be inferred that the Greek had used dyaTrw and <^iA<ii, as in the 
2ist chapter of John's Gospel, it would be a mistake to indicate this in 
the translation by a subtlety which is now exploded. For the Syriac 
makes no such distinction, nor need we imagine it in the original 
Aramaic spoken by Jesus. When the Syriac translators turn back our 
Lord's words in John xiv. 21, * He it is that loveth me, and he that 
loveth me shall be loved of my Father,* although the Greek word is 
consistently dyaTro), they use both the available Syriac words, without 
distinction, and where they do not distinguish we have no call to 
over-refinement 

^ Mingled with (as water with wine) ; cf. i Cor. vi. 17. ^ Or the Son. 

» The MS. has 'in life.' Cf. Apoc. i. 17. * Or the living One. 

* I Cor. vi. 17* • John xiv. 19. '' Apoc. i. 17. ' i John iv. 19. 
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ODE 4. 

""No man, O my God, changeth thy holy place ; ^and it is not 
[possible] that he should change it and put it in another place : 
because he hath no power over it : ^for thy sanctuary thou hast 
designed before thou didst make [other] places: *that which is 
the elder shall not be altered by those that are younger than 
itself. ^Thou hast given thy heart, O Lord, to thy believers : 
never wilt thou fail, nor be without fruits: ®for one hour of thy 
Ps. Ixxxiv. Faith is more precious than all days and years. "^For who is 
"• there that shall put on thy grace, and be hurt? ®For thy seal 

is known : and thy creatures know it : and thy [heavenly] hosts 
possess it : and the elect archangels are clad with it. ® Thou hast 
given us thy fellowship : it was not that thou wast in need of us: 
but that we are in need of thee: ^° distil thy dews upon us and 
open thy rich fountains that pour forth to us milk and honey: 
""""for there is no repentance with thee that thou shouldest repent 
of anything that thou hast promised : ""^and the end was revealed 
before thee : for what thou gavest, thou gavest freely : ^^so that 
thou mayest not draw them back and take them again : ""^for 
all was revealed before thee as God, and ordered from the 
beginning before thee : and thou, O God, hast made all things. 
Hallelujah. 

Ode 4. This Psalm is one of the most important in the whole 
collection, on account of the historical allusion with which it commences. 
The reference to an unsuccessful attempt to alter the site of the 
Sanctuary of the Lord can only be explained by some unknown 
movement to carry on the Jewish worship outside the desolated and 
proscribed sanctuary, or by the closing of the Jewish temple at 
Leontopolis in Egypt, which was, perhaps, itself in the first instance 
built under the pressure of the situation which resulted in the 
desecration of the temple at Jerusalem by Antiochus Epiphanes. As 
the latter explanation leans on fact, rather than on hypothesis, we may 
accept it provisionally as the real interpretation of our Psalm, which is 
thus dated soon after a.d. 73 when the temple of Onias was closed and 
dismantled by the Romans. The writer of the Psalm, if not of Jewish 
origin is, at least, Jewish in sympathy: he holds the Jewish belief 
that the Sanctuary at Jerusalem was older than the world in which it 
stood ; it was, according to Rabbinic teaching, prior to all other created 
things : thus we find in Bereshith Rahbah that * seven things were 
created before the world, Thorah, Gehenna, the Garden of Eden, the 
Throne of Glory, the Sanctuary^ Repentance and the name of Messiah.' 
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The proofs of these pre-existent creations can easily be made from the 
Scriptures: e.g. *the Lord God had planted a gdrden in Eden/r<w 
afore-time' (Gen. ii. 8)', and so on. The matter is discussed with some 
detail in Pirqe Ahoth vi. 10 *Five possessions possessed the Holy 
One, blessed is He, in His world : and these are they : Thorah, one 
possession ; Heaven and Earth, one possession ; Abraham, one posses- 
sion: Israel, one possession; tht Sanctuary^ one possession'. ! 

...The Sanctuary: whence [is it proved]? Because it is written. The 
place, O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, the Sanctuary, 
O Lord, which thy hands have established (Exod. xv. 17) : and it saith, 
And He brought them to the border of His sanctuary, even to this 
mountain, which His right hand had possessed (Ps. Ixxviii. 54).' This 
Rabbinical belief has affected the mind of our Psalmist, who comments 
upon the fall of the Egyptian temple unsympathetically, and evidently 
has his heart set amongst the ruins of the Sanctuary at Jerusalem. He 
does not think the covenant between God and the people of Israel is 
disannulled ; all God's promises are irrevocable ; His gifts and callings 
are without repentance on His part. But there are no lamentations on 
the part of the writer over the ruins of Jerusalem ; the temple which is 
in his thoughts has not developed a wailing-place. God has sealed His 
own people with the marks of His ownership. All creation, and both 
worlds, recognise this seal. And He is able to pour out blessings on His 
chosen, comparable to the dew of heaven, and the milk and honey 01 
the earth. If we please, we may definitely call it a Judaeo-Christian 
Psalm : and it might very well have been composed by one of the 
refugees at Pella. It is not easy to see how it could have been written 
outside Palestine, nor by a purely Jewish hand. 

There are no Scripture references ; perhaps the nearest parallels are 
Rom. xi. 29 (*the gifts and calling of God are without repentance,' 
d/iCTaftcXiTTa), and the adaptation of Ps. Ixxxiv. 11 \nv. 6, where again 
the temple is in the mind of the writer. 

The thought that God does not need us, but we need God, is a 
common religious expression in this period, and is found constantly in 
Greek literature. We may compare the Apology of AristideSy c. i, and 
Irenaeus (ed. Mass. 244) ' ipse quidem nuUius indigens : his vero qui 
indigent eius, suam praebens communionem,' which is very near 
indeed to the language of our Ode, and may almost be taken as a 
quotation. The opposite sentiment can be illustrated from Schiller : 

* Freudlos war der grosse Weltenmeister, 
FUhlte Mangel, datum schuf er Gcister, 
Sel'ge Spiegel seiner Seligkeit.' 

Clement of Rome, Ep. i. ad Cor., c. 52, takes an intermediate position: 
*The Lord needs nothing... except our praise.* 

^ So Jerome: aprincipio. 
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ODE 5. 

U will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, because I love thee; 
^O most High, thou wilt not forsake me\ for thou art my hope: 
^freely I have received thy grace, I shall live thereby: *my 
persecutors will come' and not see me : ^a cloud of darkness 
shall fall ^on"' their eyes ; and an air of thick gloom shall darken 
them: ®and they shall have no light to see: that they may not 
take hold upon me. ^Let their counsel become thick darkness', 
and what they have cunningly devised, let it return upon their 
own heads: ®for they have devised a counsel, and it did not 
succeed*: they have prepared themselves for evil', and were 
found to be empty. ®For my hope is upon the Lord, and I will 
not fear, and because the Lord is my salvation', I will not fear: 
""^and He is as a garland on my head and I shall not be moved ; 
even if everything should be ^aken, I stand firm; ^^and if 
all things visible should perish, I shall not die: because the 
Lord is with me and I am with Him. Hallelujah. 

Ode 5. The interest of this Psalm lies in the fact that at this point 
we begin to strike the region of coincidences with the Gnostic book, 
known as the Fistis Sophia* The Ode has been used, apparently, 
in the composition of two Odes or . Prophecies of Solomon, quoted 
respectively by Salome and the Virgin. 

Salome recites nearly the whole of the Ode, with some slight 
variations and expansions: and it is possible that one or two clauses 
may be missing in the Syriac and may be capable of restoration from 
the Coptic. 

The remaining portion of the Ode before us appears, at first sight, 
from the parallelism of the first sentence, to be the same as what is 
given in the Fistis Sophia as the recitation of the Virgin from the 19th 
Ode of Solomon. And this ascription and numbering led Ryle and 
James astray, to identify the matter in question with the sentences about 

' Or, as in the Coptic^ do not thou forsake me. 
' Dry as in the Coptic^ let my persecutors come. 

• Copt, weakness. * lit. and it became not to them. 

• lit, evilly, as in the Coptic ^ which expands as follows: Et viceruni eos potentes et 
quae paraverant malitiose, descenderunt in eos. Cf. the German of Schmidt : * Und 
sie sind besiegtf obwohl sie machtig sind^ und was sie boswillig (icair(3f) bereitet haben, 
ist auf sie herabgefallen. ' 

' Copt, quia tu es deus meus, salvator meus. 
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the Virgin quoted by LactantiusS as from the 19th Ode of Solomon. 
We have, however, shown elsewhere that Lactantius' quotation is really 
in our 19th Ode, so that Lactantius does not appear in the discussion, 
having been found in another quarter. And we have suggested that 
the supposed 19th Ode of the Coptic writer is the first of our collection, 
and that it followed on the eighteen Psalms of Solomon. The mistake 
can be traced, by comparing, in the Fistis Sophia, the text and the 
Gnostic comment upon it ; it will be found that a wrong Ode has been 
copied out for the text of the Gnostic comment, in consequence of two 
Odes, the first and the fifth, having some similar sentences. The 
difference can be exhibited thus: 

Coptic Ode 19 Syriac Ode 5. 

[=our Ode i] 
*The Lord is on my head *He is like a crown on .my 

like a crown, and I shall not be head and I shall not be moved, 
separated from Him: a crown of Even if everything should be 
truth has been woven for me : my shaken, I stand firm : and if all 
branches were planted in me : for things visible should perish, I 
they did not bear a crown that shall not die: because the Lord 
was dried up, and without a shoot : is with me and I am with Him.' 
but thou livest upon my head: 
and thou growest upon me: thy 
fruits are full and perfect: they 
are filled with thy salvation/ 

The comment upon the foregoing Coptic Ode follows the text of 
the Syriac Ode, by an unconscious error of the writer who mistook one 
hymn for the other. 

It is clear, then, that the Coptic nineteenth Ode and the Syriac fifth 
Ode are two different Odes, as we have explained above. We thus 
recover the missing first Ode of our collection. 

Whether this fifth Ode is Christian or not, does not appear decisively 
at the first reading. It opens in a rather Jewish strain of praise, 
accompanied by prayer for the discomfiture of enemies. If there is a 
definite Christian feature, perhaps it is the garland upon the singer's 
head, which appears in several other Odes. In the 17th Ode, for 
example, we get the same figure, and here the theme is the praise of 
the Messiah for His triumph over Hades. This must, of course, be 
Christian. 

The crown is a crown of life, that is a living ctown or garland : and 
this meaning is carefully brought out in the Coptic Ode, which explains 

* Psalms of Solomon, p. 160. * Ode ii. [of the Coptic Odes] should be another 
fragment of that quoted by Lactantius, the 19th Ode. Here alone is a number 
given. The Virgin, be it noted, is the reciter here, and the Virgin is the subject of 
Lactantius' quotation.' 
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that the crown does not wither, but (h'ke Aaron's rod), it buds and 
bears fruit. We have similar allusions and explanations to the crown 
of life in the New Testament, as in i Pet. v. 4 * a crown of glory, or 
glorious crown, which does not fade away.' The close of the Ode is a 
noble expression of trust in the Lord, amidst adverse circumstances, 
which one instinctively compares with the close of the eighth chapter 
of the Epistle to the Romans. It may be regarded as a Christian 
composition, on account of its affinity with other Odes that are certainly 
Christian, as well as on account of its intrinsic spiritual value. 



ODE 6. 

""As the hand' moves over the harp, and the strings speak, 
^so speaks in my members the Spirit of the Lord, and I speak 
by His love. ^For it destroys what is foreign, and every- 
thing that is bitter*: *for thus it was from the beginning and 
will be to the end, that nothing should be His adversary, and 
nothing should stand up against Him. ^The Lord has multi- 
plied the knowledge of Himself, and is zealous 'that these things 
should be known, which by His grace have been given to us*. 
® And the praise of His name He gave us* : our spirits praise 
His holy Spirit. Tor there went forth a stream and became 
a river great and broad ; ®for it flooded and broke up every- 
thing and it brought [water] to the Temple* : ®and the restrainers 
of the children of men were not able to restrain it, nor the arts 
of those whose business it is to restrain waters ; ""^for it spread 
over the face of the whole earth, and filled everything : "and all 
the thirsty upon earth were given to drink of it"; ^^and thirst 
was relieved and quenched : for from the Most High the draught 
was given. ^^ Blessed then are the ministers of that draught 
who are entrusted with that water of His : ^^they have assuaged 
the dry lips, 'and the will that had fainted they have raised up ; 
""^and souls that were near departing they have caught back 
from death': ^*and limbs that had fallen they straightened and 

* Or perhaps plectrum. 

* Cod. and everything is of the Lord. '"' i Cor. ii. la. 
^ lit. His praise He gave us to His name. 

* »./. the temple at Jerusalem. Schmidt: *wandte sich gegen den Tempel.* 

*~^ Schmidt : es tranken, die sich aufdem trockenen Sande befinden. Cf. Is. xxxv. 1 . 
'~' Schmidt: * Herzensfreude haben emp£angen die Entkrafteten. Sie haben 
Seelen erfasst, indem sie den Hauch hineinstiessen, dass sie nicht stUrben.* 
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set up : ^®they gave strength for their feebleness^ and light to 
their eyes: ""^for everyone knew them in the Lord, and they 
lived by the water of life* for ever. Hallelujah. 

Ode 6. In this Psalm again we are fortunate in having a large part 
of the Coptic text preserved to us : and, as is common in Coptic texts, 
some Greek words have been also preserved by it. But this very 
circumstance has led Ryle and James to a wrong supposition as to the 
existence of Gnostic elements in the Psalm. They recognize that it is 
a Christian Psalm but suggest, hesitatingly, that the use of the word 
dTToppoia may stamp it as Gnostic. It is quite unnecessary to pay this 
little tribute to Gnosticism. Neither here nor anywhere else is there 
anything definitely Gnostic in the book. And Ryle and James are 
right in saying, *we cannot see that there is anything unmistakeably 
Gnostic in the doctrine*.* They are also clearly right in saying that 
what is described in the Psalm is ' the preaching of the Gospel which 
no human effort can avail to hinder.' We must also recognize a 
reference to the waters in Ezekiel which go forth from the temple. But 
there is a suggestive difference in our Psalm from the parable in 
Ezekiel : in the Syriac text the stream appears to rise elsewhere than in 
the temple, and part of its function is to water the temple. It is a river 
deep and broad before it reaches the temple. If this be what is 
intended, then the restrainers who build dykes to keep waters out or 
cisterns to keep them in are very likely the Temple officials themselves, 
who were often hard put to it to hinder the propaganda of the new 
religion within the limits of the Holy Place. 

The writer is exultant in his universalism ; the stream of living 
water has gone out into all the earth : thirsty souls everywhere have 
been refreshed by it: dying souls have been revived. 

The writer is as universal as St Paul. But he is not so detached 
from Judaism as not to know that the living water was connected with 
the temple. Perhaps, then, he is a Judaeo- Christian of an enlightened 
type. Ryle and James suggest for him a date not later than the 
second century, and intimate the presence of Johannine phraseology 
and ideas. We think the date is too late; the Johannine features do 
not appear to us to be directly due to the Gospel: if such a long 
composition had been under Johannine influence, it would have 
betrayed its ancestry more definitely. Neither here nor elsewhere does 
it seem possible definitely to convict the Psalms of having borrowed 
from St John. On the other hand there is one expression which 

' Cod. ex errore *for their coming.* * lit, by living water. 

' Hamack, who has missed the meaning of this hymut called it a Gnostic baptismal 
hymn (Hist, of Dogma^ i. 397 note). He admits now that it is not Gnostic, and it is 
doubtful if it has anjrthing to do with baptism. 

O. s. 13 
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recalls a sentence in i Cor., where the writer says that God is zealous 
* that those things should be known, which have been given us by His 
grace ' : this is very like i Cor. ii. 1 2, * that we may know the things 
that have been freely given us of God.' Whether the coincidence 
should be pressed will depend to some extent upon the existence of 
further and similar echoes of New Testament speech. 

Near the close of the Psalm the Greek word irapfyqaia occurs in the 
Coptic ; but the Syriac * coming ' suggests iropovo-io. Ilappri<ria, as the 
Pis/is Sophia shows, is one of the words which the Coptic transliterates : 
so we must retain it, or else find a Greek word which may be misread 
either as Trapprja-ia or irapova-ia. We have suggested that vapdXwn^ is 
the right word. This is confinned by the preceding clause, * Members 
that had fallen they straightened and set up.* Here the Coptic has 
erexere for the two Syriac words which we render by * straightened and 
set up.' The Syriac has been translating a compound verb by two 
simple verbs ; and the original was evidently avrnpOwrav. We may now 
compare Is. xxxv. 3 and Heb. xii. 1 2 j especially note ra TropoXcXvficVa 
ywara dvop^oKrarc. We now see the meaning of the words which 
follow, *they gave strength to their paralysis'; it is a reflexion from 
l(rxv<raT€, yovara TropaXcXv/icva. The correctness of the reference 
to Isaiah may be further seen from the following words *and light to 
their eyes,' which are a reflexion from * then shall the eyes of the blind 
be opened.' It is clear then that the writer is working from Isaiah 
and not from Hebrews: and in that case the &7r6ppoia of which the 
J^istis Sophia makes so much is the stream of water which, in the 
prophecy, makes glad the wilderness and the solitary place. We can now 
explain the variation between the Syriac and Coptic in v, 10. The *dry 
sand' is the lpy\\tJo% Si^waa of Is. xxxv. i, and the Syriac should be *all 
upon the thirsty land drank of it.' 

[The Ode is translated into English by Barnes in Expositor {]yx\y \f)\6). 
He suggests that we read *wind ' for * hand ' in z^. i as if the harp were 
an Aeolian harp ! Perhaps * hand ' is wrong, as there is the trace of a 
connecting line before the actually visible Olaph. If it is not * hand,' 
I suspect it is 'plectrum.'] 

ODE 7. 

^As the impulse of anger against evil, so is the impulse of 
joy over what is lovely, and brings in of its fruits without re- 
straint : ^my joy is the Lord and my impulse is toward Him': this 
path of mine is excellent*: ^for I have a helper, the Lord*. *He 
hath caused me to know Himself, without grudging, by His 

' lit, my running : cf, Cant. i. 3. * So Schulthess. 

' B.-L. remove i^'I^pA to the end of previous verse. 
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Simplicity: His kindness has 'humbled His greatness^ ^He 
became like me, in order that I might receive Him: ®He was 
reckoned like myself* in order that I might put Him on ; ^and 
I trembled not when I saw Him : because He was gracious to me: 
®like my nature He became that I might learn Him and like my 
form, that I might not turn back from Him : ®the Father of 
knowledge is the word of knowledge : ""^He who created wisdom 
is wiser than His works: """"and He who created me when yet 
I was not knew what I should do when I came into being: 
■"^ wherefore He pitied me in His abundant grace : and granted 
me to ask from Him and to receive from His sacrifice' : ^ because 
He it is that is incorrupt, the fulness of the ages and tlie Father 
of them^ 

""^He hath given Him to be seen of them that are His, ^*in 
order that they may recognize Him that made them : and that 
they might not suppose that they came of themselves*: ""^for 
knowledge He hath appointed as its way. He hath widened it 
and extended it ; and brought it to all perfection ; ^^and set 
over it the traces of His light, and I walked '"therein"' from the 
beginning even to the end. ^®For by Him it was wrought, and 
He was resting in the Son, and for its salvation He will take 
hold of every thing : ""^and the Most High shall be known in His 
Saints, to announce to those that have songs of the coming of the 
Lord; ^that they may go forth to nieet Him, and may sing to 
Him with joy and with the harp of many tones*: ^the seers 
shall come before Him and they shall be seen before Him, 
^and they shall praise the Lord for His love: because He is 
near and beholdeth, ^^and hatred shall be taken from the earth, 
and along with jealousy it shall be drowned : ^for ignorance 
hath been destroyed, because the knowledge of the Lord hath 
arrived. ^They who make songs shall sing the grace of the 
Lord Most High ; ^^and they shall bring their songs, and their 
heart shall be like the day: and like the excellent beauty' of 

'^^ So Flemming: seine Grosse klein erscheinen lassen. 

* lit, in likeness as myself. 

• Gk. Ovciat : Nestle conjectures cAcias : cf. Clem. £^. ii. ad Cor. i. l}^A^^^el' U 
rov firj 6¥Tos eZveu iifiat : and the verse of the Ode that precedes, * when I came into 
being.* Also Ode 8. 16. For an opposiie error see Cod. k in Mk. ix. 49. 

* For the expression * Father of the Ages,* cf. i Clem, ad Cor. xxxv. 2, iv. 6, ixi. 1", 
and Is. xi. 6 (Heb.). 

• Ps. c. 3. * lit. voices. 
7 Gk. /AC7aXoT/>^eta as in Ps. Ixvii. (Ixviii.) 54. 
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the Lord their pleasant song : ^and there shall neither be any 
thing that breathes without knowledge, nor any that is dumb: 
^for He hath given a mouth to His creation, to open the voice 
of the mouth towards Him, to praise Him : ^confess ye His 
power, and show forth His grace. Hallelujah. 

Ode 7. In this Psalm the writer dilates joyfully^ on the theme of 
the Incarnation ; and the combination of lowliness and wisdom that are 
involved therein. The condescension of Christ to human form is not 
only a sympathetic approach to human conditions, it is a divine 
welcome. He says *Come unto me' by coming unto us. *Like 
my nature He became that I might learn of Him.' 

But the incarnate Messiah is still the maker and sustainer of all 
things, in whom all things consist. The knowledge of this revelation 
produces praise and expectation, praise for those who sing His advent, 
expectation for those who look for His triumphant rule among men. 
All evil is to pass away, and all hate. The saints who sing are already 
exulting in the new life which He has bestowed upon them*. 

For the argument with which the Ode opens we may compare 
Lactantius, de Div, Inst iv. 26: 'is, qui humilis advenerat, ut humilibus 
et infimis opem ferret, et omnibus spem salutis ostenderet, eo genere 
afficiendus fuit, quo humiles et infimi solent, ne quis esset omnino, qui 
eum non posset imitari.' 

[The difficulty in translating v» 3 has been variously met : Flemming 
translates *ein Heifer zum Herrn,' Zahn, (in Verhaltnis) zum Herm : 
Batiffol and Labourt, as intimated, remove the words * to the Lord ' to 
the end of the previous verse.] 

ODE 8. 
^Open ye, open ye your hearts to the exultation of the Lord: 
^and let your love be multiplied from the heart and even to the 
lips, ^to bring forth fruit to the Lord, living '"fruif, holy '"fruit"^', 
and to talk with watchfulness in His light. *Rise up, and 
stand erect, ye who sometime were brought low : *tell forth ye 
who were in silence, that your mouth hath been opened. ®Ye, 
therefore, that were despised, be henceforth lifted up, because 
your righteousness hath been exalted, ^por the right hand of 

^ The opening sentence about the * impulse against evil* may be illustrated from 
Clem. Alex. Paed, i. 8, p. 140 iTcrot ry irpiS^, 5 ^« <i7o^^ iorw, ^ /AuroT<miipla. 

* The combination of 'seers* and 'singers* is peculiar, and belongs to a very 
early period in Church History; it would he best illustrated by the saints in the begin- 
ning of Luke's Gospel, who were looking for redemption in Jerusalem, if we could 
imagine that peculiar religious society of prophets and singers continued and extended. 

• Ungnad-Stark, a holy life. 
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the Lord is with you : and He is your helper : ®and peace was 
prepared for you, before ever your war was. ®Hear the word 
of truth, and receive the knowledge of the Most High. ""^Your 
flesh has not known what I am saying to you : neither have Cf. Is. 
your hearts* known what I am showing to you. ^^Keep my ^^"^^ ^' 
secret^ ye who are kept by it: ^^keep my faith, ye who are 
kept by it. '^And understand my knowledge, ye who know me 
in truth. ""^Love me with affection, ye who love : ^^for I do not 
turn away my face from them that are mine ; ^® for I know them, 
and before they came into being I took knowledge of them, and 
on their faces I set my seal: ""^I fashioned their members : my 
own breasts I prepared for them that they might drink my holy 
milk and live thereby. ^®I took pleasure in them and am not 
ashamed of them: ""^for my workmanship are they and the 
strength of my thoughts : ^who then shall rise up against my 
handiwork, or who is there that is not subject to them? 
^I willed and fashioned mind and heart: and they are mine, 
and by my own right hand I set my elect ones : ^and my 
righteousness goeth before them and they shall not be deprived 
of my name, for it is with them. ^ Ask, and abound* and abide 
in the love of the Lord, ^^''and"^ ye beloved ones in the Beloved : 
those who are kept, in Him that liveth: ^^and they that are 
saved in Him that was saved ; ^®and ye shall be found incorrupt 
in all ages to the name of your Father. Hallelujah. 

Ode 8. This Psalm again is Johannine in many of its ideas and 
expressions. But, even when this is conceded, it is difficult to prove a 
direct dependence on the Fourth Gospel. 

The Psalm is, like a number of others, marked by a sudden transi- 
tion of personality from the Psalmist or Prophet to the Lord Himself: 
after the writer has addressed those who have been lifted up out of 
affliction and have found peace after war, he suddenly in prophetic 
manner, cries out, * Hear the word of the Lord,' * Receive the heavenly 
knowledge,' and then proceeds to speak in the pejson of the Lord. 
The same abrupt transitions are found in the canonical Psalter, and 
they appear to have characterized the Montanist inspirations. It will 
be remembered that Montanus describes his own spiritual exaltation in 
the words : * Behold ! the man is as a lyre, and I sweep over him as the 
plectrum. The man sleeps and I wake. Behold ! it is the Lord, who 

* The MS. by an error of transcription reads, *your raiment.' But perhaps the 
aiment means the human body ? 

» C/ffn. Horn. xix. lo; and Clem. Alex. Strom, v. lo, apparently from a lost Gospel. 
' Fl. : Bittet ohne Unterlass. 
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estranges th^ souls of men from themselves, and gives men souls.' 
The same address by the Lord in the first person is in the utterance of 
Maximilla, the Montanist prophetess, who said, *I am chased as a 
wolf from the midst of the flock. I am no wolf; I am word, and spirit, 
and power.* 

The language of Montanus finds a close parallel in the opening of the 
sixth Psalm, where the writer says, * As the hand [or perhaps plectrum] 
moves over the harp, and the strings speak, so speaks in my members the 
Spirit of the Lord.' This might easily be claimed as a Montanist utterance, 
and I can imagine that on account of these and similar sayings, the whole 
Psalter might be claimed as a Montanist product. But the sentiments 
are simply Christian, on a high experimental plane ; and we must not 
forget that one of the chief characteristics of Montanism is its attempt 
to perpetuate the life of the primitive Church. Towards the end of the 
Psalm the prophet returns abruptly to speech in his own name. There 
seems to be some breach of continuity in the discourse, as well 
as a change of personality. 

I do not know whether the allusion to an actual war, from which the 
saints have emerged or escaped, is to be taken literally. If it be a 
literal, and not a spiritual reference, the choice will lie between the 
Jewish war under Titus or that under Hadrian ; in either case we 
should be in Judaeo-Christian circles. It is, however, quite possible 
that the *war' and the * peace' refer only to spiritual experiences. 

The injunction in v, 1 1 to keep the Lord's secret (jiwmipiov Ifwv) 
is frequently quoted in the Fathers. A striking instance will be found 
in Lactantius, Z>iv. Instit, vii. 26: *nos defendere hanc [doctrinam] 
publice atque asserere non solemus, Deo jubente, ut quieti ac silentes 
arcanum ejus in abdito atque intra nostram conscientiam teneamus... 
abscondi enitn tegique mysterium quam fidclissime oportety maxime a nobiSy 
qui nomen fidei gerimusJ The last sentence is very like the language 
of the Ode, * Keep my secret ye who are kept by it ; keep my faith ye 
who are kept by it' These Patristic quotations may be traced ultimately 
to a variant translation of Isaiah xxiv. 16, which has crept into some 
texts of the LXX from the Hexapla of Origen. But there are a number 
of cases where the citation is not directly from Isaiah, but from a saying 
of our Lord in an uncanonical Gospel. Thus in Clem. Alex. Strom, 
V. 10 we have ov yap <f>$ov^v, <f>rja'L, irapi/yyciXcF 6 Kvpios tvrivi cvayycXup* 
fiva-n^piov ifiov ificii koI tois vioU rov oikov fiov. Again in C/^m, Horn. 
xix. 20 we have, /le/xi^/ic^a tov icvpiov rjp.iiiv Kol StSaaKoXov, 019 cvrcAAo/icvo^ 
cIttck riplv ra fivanjpia ifiol koX rots vioU fiov <l>v\d(aT€, It seems that 
the Odist has been working from the same source as Qement of 
Alexandria and the Clementine Homilist : and if this be the case, the 
uncanonical Gospel of which he makes use is very likely the same which 
we shall find quoted in the 24th Ode. [Bernard thinks the reference is 
to the disdplifta arcani.] 
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ODE 9. 

^Open your ears and I will speak to you. Give me your 
souls that I may also give you my soul, ^the word of the Lord 
and His good pleasures, the holy thought which He has devised 
concerning His Messiah. ^For in the will of the Lord is your 
salvation \ and His thought is everlasting life ; and your end 
is immortality*. *Be enriched in God the Father, and 
receive the thought of the Most High. *Be strong and bels. lii. 7- 
redeemed by His grace. ®For I announce to you peace, to you Cf. Ps. 
His saints ; ^that none of those who hear may fall in war, and ^^^^''' 9' 
those again who have known Him may not perish, and that 
those who receive may not be ashamed. ®An everlasting crown 
for ever is Truth. Blessed are they who set it on their heads : 
®a stone of great price is it; and there have been wars on 
account of the crown. ^°And righteousness hath taken it and 
hath given it to you. " Put on the crown in the true covenant 
of the Lord. ""^And all those who have conquered shall be 
written in His book. ""^For their book is victory which is yours. 
And she (Victory) sees you before her and wills that you shall 
be saved. Hallelujah. 

Ode 9. This Psalm is, from a historical point of view, somewhat 
colourless. The only definite points are the allusions to the Lord's 
Messiah, or Christ : and a promise of peace and deliverance from war, 
which is made to the saints. Of the first of these allusions, we may say 
that while it makes the Psalm a Messianic one, this does not mean that 
it is not Christian. The promise of everlasting life which follows must 
be the holy thought of God concerning the Christ. And this seems to 
definitely mark out the Psalm as Christian. 

What then are we to say of the wars and victory to which the Psalm 
refers ; are they spiritual or are they outward, or a mixture of both ? 
We shall have the same problem before us in other Psalms. From the 
fact that Victory is personified and writes a book, with which we may 
compare Apoc. iii. 5 (* He that overcoifleth shall be clothed in white 
raiment, and I will not blot out his name from the book of life '), we 
may perhaps conclude that the Victory spoken of is a spiritual one. 
This is in harmony with the references to redemption by grace and to 
the will of Victory that the saints should be saved. These are Christian 
expressions. On the other hand the promise that none of those who 
' /i/. life. ' Or, and without corruption is your perfection. 
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obey the Lord's word shall fall in war might have been very strikingly 
illustrated in the case of the Christians who escaped to Pella. But 
even then the Psalm is a Christian one, and it remains an open question 
whether outward allusions may not have been coupled with inward 
victories. 

The alternative rendering for the third verse suggests that the Syriac 
words answer to a Greek sentence, koi iv Sif^Oapaiq. to tcXo? vfi^v. 

ODE ID. 

^The Lord hath directed my mouth by His word : and He 
hath opened my heart by His light : and He hath caused to 
dwell in me His deathless life; ^and gave me that I might 
speak the fruit of His peace : ^to convert the souls of them who 
are willing to come to Him : and to lead captive a good captivity 
for freedom. *I was strengthened and made mighty and took 
the world captive ; ^and it became to me for the praise of the 
Most High, and of God my Father. ® And the Gentiles^ were 
gathered together who were scattered abroad. ''And I was 
unpolluted by my love ""for them""*, because they confessed me in 
high places : and the traces of the light were set upon their 
heart : ®and they walked in my life and were saved and became 
my people for ever and ever. Hallelujah. 

Ode id. In this vigorous little Psalm Christ must Himself be 
accounted the speaker through the mouth of His prophet ; unless we 
should prefer to say that any of the opening sentences are spoken in 
the Psalmist's own name, and that after them there is an abrupt 
alteration of personality, such as we have already referred to. It is 
certain, however, that the one who gathers the peoples together by his 
love must be the Messiah: (*unto him shall the gathering of the 
peoples be"). And it can be no psalmist or prophet who declares 
that the Gentiles became his people for ever and ever. The one who 
goes forth to lead captivity captive is again the Christ : we have in the 
New Testament (Eph. iv. 8) the Messianic interpretation of Ps. Ixviii. i8, 
*He ascended up on high, he led captivity captive*; and the same 
explanation underlies the Ode before us. The Ode is, therefore, a 
Christian one : and its soteriology is universal in character. But we are 
still in the region where apologetic is necessary for the reception of the 

* Christ has accepted the Gentiles. 

* t^, erasing the plural points, so as not to read *by my sins.* Barnes suggests 
the emendation 'by their sins.' Wellhausen: ist natUrlich Aaudai lu sprechen, nicht 

* Gen. xlix. ID. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE ODES OF SOLOMON I05 

Gentiles, and where it does not suffice to quote a verse of the Old 
Testament and say that such reception was foretold. In our Ode 
Christ explains that the reception of the Gentiles has not polluted Him. 
Such language does not belong to the Hellenic world, nor, we think, 
to the second century. But it is quite natural in a Judaeo-Christian 
community in Palestine in the first century. 

The fact that prophets spoke in the person of God or of Christ was 
a common observation with the early fathers : a good illustration may 
be seen in Justin's Apo/ogy\ where Justin explains that the opening 
sentences of Isaiah ('The ox knoweth his owner... but my people doth 
not consider ') are a case of the kind ; and then goes on to explain that 
the words *all day long I have stretched out my hands* are to be 
understood of the prophet speaking in the person of Christ. In the 
canonical Psalms also the same feature was easily traced, and those 
who composed the early books of Testimonies against the Jews con- 
stantly point out that the real speaker is not the prophet, but One 
whom he impersonates. It is inevitable that this impersonation should 
cause difficulties of interpretation, due to the obscurity of personality 
involved in the different parts of the prophecy or psalm. And we must 
not be surprised if we sometimes find it hard to tell in the text of our 
Odes who is to be regarded as the speaker. 

ODE II. 

^My heart was cloven' and its flower appeared ; and grace 
sprang up in it : and it brought forth fruit to the Lord, ^for the 
Most High clave ""my heart"" by His Holy Spirit and searched 
my affection^ towards Him: and filled me with His love. ^And 
His opening* of me became my salvation ; and I ran in His 
way in His peace, even in the way of truth : *from the be- 
ginning and even to the end I acquired His knowledge : *and 
I was established upon the rock of truth,^ where He had set me 
up: ®and speaking waters* touched my lips from the fountain 
of the Lord plenteously: ^and I drank and was inebriated 
with the living water that doth not die ; ®and my inebriation 
was not one without knowledge, but I forsook vanity and turned 
to the Most High my God, ®and I was enriched by His bounty, 

* I Ap. 37, 38. • Or, circumcised. 
' /iV. clave me 0r circumcised me. Cf. Rom. ii. ig, 

* lit. revealed my reins : cf. Sap, Sol, i. 6: Ps. vii. 9: Ps. Ixii. (Ixi.) 2 : Apoc. ii. 13. 

* C?r, circumcision. 

' Cf. Ignatius ad Rom, 7 iltap ^m laX XoXoOr. Wellhausen : das redende Wasser 
findet sich bei den Mandaem. 

O. St 14 
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and I forsook the folly which is diffused^ over the earth; and 
I stripped it off and cast it from me : ^°and the Lord renewed 
me in His raiment', and possessed me by His light, and from 
above He gave me rest in incorruption ; "and I became like the 
land which blossoms and rejoices in its fruits : ^^and the Lord 
was like the sun shining on the face of the land ; "^^He lightened 
my eyes, and my face received the dew; and my nostrils' 
enjoyed the pleasant odour of the Lord ; ^*and He carried me 
to His Paradise; where is the abundance of the pleasure of the 
Lord; ^^and I worshipped the Lord on account of His glory; 
and I said, Blessed, O Lord, are they who are planted in thy 
land ! and those who have a place in thy Paradise ; ^®and they 
grow by the fruits of thy trees*. And they have changed from 
darkness to light. ^^ Behold ! all thy servants are fair, who do 
good works, and turn away from wickedness to the pleasantness 
that is thine : "^^and they have turned back the bitterness of the 
trees from them, when they were planted in thy land ; ^®and 
everything became like a relic of thyself, and a memorial for 
ever of thy faithful works. ^^For there is abundant room in thy 
Paradise, and nothing is useless* therein; ^but everything is 
filled with fruit; glory be to thee, O God, the delight of 
Paradise for ever. Hallelujah. 

Ode 1 1. This lovely Psalm is altogether personal and experimental : 
the writer describes the visitations of Divine Grace, which he calls the 
cutting open' of his heart, and his establishment upon the rock of 
eternal truth. He is renewed by these visitations, as if he had been 
newly clad in light and had already reached the eternal rest He 
becomes like a land that drinks in the dew of heaven, and brings forth 
fruit to God. He finds himself at last in the Paradise of God and 
amongst the fragrant trees of a new creation. He breaks out into 
exultant praise of the good things which God has prepared for them 
that love Him. 

There are no Scriptural references in the Psalm that can be claimed 
as quotations, however closely the language approximates to that of the 
ancient Scriptures. Perhaps the nearest parallel would be the promise 
in Apoc. ii. 7, that the one who overcomes, shall eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the midst of the Paradise of God. 

* lit. cast. U.-S.: die auf Erden lagert. 

• Cp. Ps. civ. 1, ' ///. my breathing. 

^ Better with Fl. : they grow according to the growth of thy trees. 

* C?r, idle = 0/7761. Cf. 1 Pet. i. 8: t^K dpyoi^i oM^ dKdpxovs. 

• perhaps the circumcising. 
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ODE 12. 



"* He hath filled me with words of truth ; that I may speak 
the same ; ^and like the flow of waters flows truth from my 
mouth, and my lips show forth His fruit. ^ And He has caused Ps. li. 17. 
His knowledge to abound in me, because the mouth of the 
Lord is the true Word, and the door of His light ; *and the 
Most High hath given it to His worlds, [worlds] which are 
the interpreters of His own beauty, and the repeaters of His 
praise, and the confessors of His counsel, and the heralds of 
His thought, and the chasteners of His servants \ *For the 
swiftness of the Word' is inexpressible, and like its expression 
is its swiftness and force; ®and its course knows no limit. 
Never doth it fail, but it stands sure, and it knows not descent 
nor the way of it*. ^For as its work is, so is its end : for it is 
light and the dawning of thought ; ®and by it the worlds* talk 
one to the other ; and in the Word there were those that were 
silent ; ®and from it came love and concord ; and they spake 
one to the other whatever was theirs ; and they were penetrated 
by the Word ; ^°and they knew Him who made them, because 
they were in concord ; for the mouth of the Most High spake 
to them; and His explanation ran by means of it: ^^for the 
dwelling-place of the Word is man : and its truth is love. 
^2 Blessed are they who by means thereof have understood 
everything, and have known the Lord in His truth. Hallelujah. 

Ode 12. This Psalm rises to a high level of spiritual thought, but 
for that very reason its language is occasionally obscure. The writer 
describes his own inspiration and how his heart and lips become filled 
with the words of God. Here, as elsewhere, God*s fruit is found- in the 
lips of the faithful, and we are often reminded in these Psalms of the 
expression which is borrowed in Heb. xiii. 15, from the prophet Rosea, 
about offering to God the * fruit of lips that confess to His name.' 
From the general thought of the words of God, the writer rises to the 
abstract idea of the Word of God, or Logos, which is the totality of 
God's revelation and which interpenetrates all things, so that even 
things that are silent find their speech in it. But especially this Word, 
which is both truth and love, finds its dwelling-place in man. Happy 

^ Or^ works. 

* Cf. Sap, SoL vii. ^4. Philo, De Mui. Nam, 41 Kovi>oif 7*/) 6 X670J Kal VTrjjpbw 
<f»Oa€if fidXovs Oarroy ^(p6fi€Pot Kal wdirrri itqmav. 

* Or by slight emendations ^ no man knoweth its length or breadth. 

* Or possibly ^ the aeons. 
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are they that have come to know Him. Here, perhaps, we are nearer 
to Gnostic ideas, such as the doctrine of the Word and the Silence, 
than in any other part of the Psalter: yet there is nothing that can 
fairly be called Gnostic. We are also very close to the doctrine of the 
Logos as we have it in John, where the Logos becomes flesh and dwells 
amongst us: but it is not the Johannine thought of the Incarnation 
that is imitated or reproduced. The dwelling of the Logos with man is 
personal and not collective ; and we cannot infer from this Psalm a 
direct statement of the doctrine of Incarnation, for the writer does not 
go beyond Inspiration; but his thought is noble, even if, as we have 
said, it is sometimes obscure, at least in a translation. 



ODE 13. 

"* Behold! the Lord is our mirror^: open the eyes and see 
them in Him: and learn the manner of your face : ^andtell forth 
praise to His spirit : and wipe off the filth from your face : and 
love His holiness, and clothe yourselves therewith : ®and be 
without stain at all times before Him. Hallelujah. 

Ode 13. This strange little Psalm is an exhortation to holiness: 
we are to behold the Lord in the beauty of His holiness, but we are 
also to see ourselves reflected in God as in a mirror ; then we shall 
behold our natural face in an unexpected glass and know what manner 
of men we are : and in that glass we shall cleanse the dirt from ofl* our 
faces, and attain to purity. We are reminded of St Paul's statement 
that we behold, as in a mirror, the glory of our Lord and are transfigured 
into the same image; though here the thought is not as high as in 
Corinthians, where holiness is found by the Vision of God rather than 
by the scrutiny of ourselves. 

We may also in this connexion refer to a remarkable passage which 
is found in a tract falsely ascribed to Cyprian, and known as De 
Mofitibus Sina et Sion. We are reminded in this passage first that 
Christ is the Unspotted Mirror of the Father, as is said of Wisdom in 
the book called the Wisdom of Solomon*. Hence the Father and 
the Son see one another by reflexion. The writer then continues as 
follows : 

'And even we who believe in Him see Christ in us as in a mirror, 
as He Himself instructs and advises us in the Epistle of His disciple 

* Cf. Clem. Alex. Paed. i. 9, p. 17a T6 (aofrrpov nf aUrxp^} oif xaK^, 6ti deixviki 
aifrhv oLbi iartp. Cf. Jac. i. 24. Ciem, Horn, xiii. 16 koK^ iadrrpip 6pf [ii cwpptaw 
yvv7i\ e/f rbv Bcdi' ifipXivovffo, 

* Sap. Sol, vii. 16, 
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John to the people: ''See me in yourselves, in the same way as any one 
of you sees himself in water or in a mirror" ; and so he confirmed the 
saying of Solomon about Himself, that "He is the unspotted mirror of 
the Father."' 

Here we have the doctrine of dual vision in a mirror, as though the 
mirror saw the observer as well as the observer the mirror ; in this way 
the Father sees Himself in the Son and the Son sees Himself in the 
Father: and then we are told of something said by John, speaking in 
the person of Christ, in a lost epistle, that we are to see Christ in 
ourselves as in a glass. This is something like the doctrine of our 
Psalm that we are to see ourselves in Christ. If we could really be 
sure of the correctness of the reference of the supposed Cyprianic tract 
to St John, we should have more confidence in saying that here also 
we are in the region of Johannine ideas : but, even in that case, there 
would seem to be no question of direct quotation from canonical 
Johannine writings ^ 

ODE 14. 

^ As the eyes^ of a son to his father, so are my eyes, O Lord, 
at all times towards thee. *For with thee are my consolations 
(/fV. breasts) and my delight. ^Turn not away thy mercies 
from me, O Lord: and take not thy kindness from me. 
^Stretch out to me, O Lord, at all times thy right hand : and 
be my guide' even unto the end, according to thy good pleasure. 
*Let me be well-pleasing* before thee, because of thy glory and 
because of thy name: ®let me be preserved from evil, and let 
thy meekness, O Lord, abide with me, and the fruits of thy love. 
^ Teach me the Psalms of thy truth, that I may bring forth fruit 
in thee : ®and open to me the harp of thy Holy Spirit, that 
with all its notes I may praise thee, O Lord. ® And according 
to the multitude of thy tender mercies, so thou shalt give to me ; 
and hasten to grant our petitions ; and thou art able for all our 
needs. Hallelujah. 

* The passage in Ps. -Cyprian is so curious, that for convenience I transcribe the 
Latin: De Mont. Sina et Sion 13: *Ita inuenimus ipsum Saluatorem per Salomonem 
speculum inmaculatum patris esse dictum, eo quod sanctus spiritus Dei Alius 
geminatum se uideat, pater in Alio et Alius in patre, utrosque se in se uident : idee 
speculus inmaculatus. . Nam et nos qui illi credimus Christum in nobis tanquam in 
speculo uidemus, ipso nos instruente et monente in epistula lohannis discipuli sui ad 
populum: **ita me in uobis uidete, quomodo quis uestrum se uidet in aquam aut in 
speculum," et confirmauit Salomonicum dictum de se dicentem, "quis est speculus 
inmaculatus patris."' 

• Ps. cxxiii. 1. • Ps. xlviii. 14. 

^ = c^/>e0Teii'» walk before God^ as Enoch, Gen. v. 14 etc. ; of. Peshitta. 
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Ode 14. In this Psalm the canonical Psalter is somewhat more 
closely imitated than is generally the case with our collection. The 
opening sentences recall Ps. cxxiii. 2, *As the eyes of servants to the 
hands of their masters, and as the eyes of a maid to the hand of her 
mistress, so are our eyes to the Lord our God.' The prayer that the 
Lord will be *my guide even to the end,' recalls Ps. xlviii. 14, *This 
God is our God for ever and ever: He will be our guide even unto 
death.' But the Psalm is by no means a cento from the canonical 
Psalter, even though it does not contain anything that could, at the first 
reading, be definitely labelled as Christian. 

ODE 15. 

^As the sun is the joy to them that seek for its daybreak^ 
so is my joy the Lord ; * because He is my Sun and His rays 
have lifted me up"; and His light hath dispelled all darkness 
from my face. ^In Him I have acquired eyes and have seen 
His holy day: *ears have become mine and I have heard His 
truth. *The thought of knowledge hath been mine, and I have 
been delighted through Him. ®The way of error I have left, 
and have walked towards Him and have received salvation from 
Him, without grudging. ^And according to His bounty He 
hath given to me, and according to His excellent beauty' He 
hath made me. ®I have put on incorruption through His name : 
and have put off corruption by His grace. ® Death hath been 
destroyed before my face : and Sheol hath been abolished by my 
word : ^°and there hath gone up deathless life in the Lord's land, 
"and it hath been made known to His faithful ones, and hath 
been given without stint to all those that trust in Him. 
Hallelujah. 

Ode 15. This beautiful Psalm, like so many others in the collection, 
opens with a similitude : these openings are characteristic of the book, 
and betray a single writer. This does not mean that they do not 
sometimes imitate the opening of the canonical Psalms. In the present 
case the 130th Psalm seems to have furnished the key-note, viz. the 
watchers for the morning. It is an experimental Psalm of the first order: 
the Sun has risen upon the soul of the writer. Eyes, ears and heart 
have all been opened. Salvation has been realized : the comeliness of 
the Lord has been put upon him: death has lost its terrors, the grave 
its power. 

' Cf. Ps. cxxx. 6. « Or, made me rise up. 

• sGk. /iCToXoirp^ffia. 
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There is one passage which is either obscure, incorrect or extravagant 
where the writer says that *Sheol has been abolished by my word/ 
Unless there has been a transition of personality, this seems extravagant, 
and invites the correction 'has been abolished at His word.' In any 
case, I think the Psalm is a Christian one, though the positive or 
dogmatic identifications are not forthcoming, apart from the victory 
over death and the grave. 

ODE i6. 

^As the work of the husbandman is the ploughshare: and 
the work of the steersman is the guidance^ of the ship : *so also 
my work is the Psalm of the Lord : my craft and my occupation 
are in His praises* : ^because His love hath nourished my heart, 
and even to my lips His fruits He poured out. *For my love is 
the Lord, and therefore I will sing unto Him : ^for I am made 
strong in His praise, and I have faith in Him. ®I will open my 
mouth and His spirit will utter in me ^the glory of the'Lord 
and His beauty ; the work of His hands and the operation of 
His fingers : ®the multitude of His mercies and the strength of 
His word. ®For the word of the Lord searches out' all things, 
both the invisible and that which reveals His thought ; ^^for the 
eye sees His works, and the ear hears His thought. "^^He spread 
out the earth and He settled the waters in the sea: ^^He 
measured the heavens and fixed the stars : and He established 
the creation and set it up: ^^and He rested from His works: 
"^^and created things run in their courses, and do their works : 
^*and they know not how to stand and be idle* ; and His 
•"heavenly"^ hosts are subject to His word. ^®The treasure- 
chamber of the light is the sun, and the treasury of the dark- 
ness is the night : ^^and He made the sun for the day that it 
may be bright, but night brings darkness over the face of the 
land ; "^^and their alternations one to the other speak* the beauty 
of God : ^®and there is nothing that is without the Lord ; for He 
was before any thing came into being : ^Oand the worlds were cf. Heb. 
made by His word, and by the thought of His heart. Glory ** ^• 
and honour to His name. Hallelujah. 

^ lit, traction. Schulthess suggests 'the roast.' (1. <b^-\^.). 

' lit, in His praises is my craft and in His praises my occupation. 

• Or, searches out : everything, the invisible and the revealed, (is) his thought. 

^ Justin, Di€U, 22, ^ Cod. complete; hit read ^^\^»sn. 
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Ode 1 6. This Psalm is, in its closing sentences, specifically Christian, 
and it is clearly from the same author as those that have immediately 
preceded. The theme is the beauty of God*s creation; especially the 
writer considers the heavens which are the works of God's fingers, he 
conteniplates the 'spacious firmament on high* (Ps. xviii.). We frequently 
catch refrains from the story of Creation. But curiously the writer 
appears to avoid the mention of the moon : instead of saying that God 
appointed the sun to rule the day and the moon to rule the night, he 
says that * the treasure of the light is the sun, and the treasure of the 
darkness is — the night*: and he tries to work out this broken parallel 
by a further statement about the offices of the sun and the darkness. It 
would be, perhaps, too much to assume that he had some reason for 
neglecting the moon: but the omission is curious: (there is a similar 
omission in Sap, Sol, vii. i8). The Psalm is certainly a beautiful one, 
especially in its opening verses. These find an appropriate parallel in 
Clement of Alexandria, who tells us': *We do not force the horse to 
plough nor the bull to hunt, but we allure each species of animal to the 
craft that suits it. So we also invite man to the vision of the open 
heaven, and to the knowledge of God, because he is of celestial 

birth Plough, indeed, if ploughman thou be, but know God while 

thou ploughest: sail, if thou love to voyage the seas, but make thy 
appeal to the steersman on high.' 

The opening verses of this Ode find also a close parallel to Stoic 
thought in one of its loftiest expressions; for, according to Epictetus, 
the praise of God is the greatest of occupations: 'Seeing that most of 
you are blinded, should there not be some one to fill this place, and sing 
the hymn to God on behalf of all men?.. .Were I a nightingale, I should 
do after the manner of a nightingale. Were I a swan, I should do after 
the manner of a swan. But now, since I am a reasonable being, / must 
sing to God; that is my proper work: I do it, nor will I desert this my 
post, as long as it is granted to me to hold it : and unto you I call to 
join in this self-same hymn* (Epictetus, Discourses^ i. i6). I am almost 
tempted to believe that our Odist knew this saying of Epictetus, and 
had Christianised it. It may well have been a popular religious 
quotation in the latter part of the first century. Stoicism and Christi- 
anity were, as is well known, very near neighbours; and this passage is 
one of the finest of Epictetus* sayings*. 

On examining the Ode more closely we detect an unmistakeable 
case of anti-Judaic polemic. The writer after describing the beauty of 

» Clem. Alex. Protrept, p. 80. 

* T. R. Glover {Conflict of Religions, p. 165) refers to this saying of Epictetus and 
remarks that * Stoicism was never essentially musical. Epictetus announces a hymn 
to Zeus, but he never starts the time.' Certainly the language of the Ode is much 
loftier and more musical than that of Epictetus. 
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creation and the Lord's rest from His works, goes on to say something 
which shows that he does not mean to deduce the Jewish Sabbath from 
the statements in Genesis. * Created things run in their courses, and 
do their works and know not how to stand or be idle^ Suppose we turn 
to Justin's Dialogue with TryphOy c. 22, where Justin is arguing with 
Trypho for the non-necessity of circumcision and the Sabbath: *I will 
declare to you and to those who may wish to become proselytes,' says 
Justin, 'a divine word which I heard from the old man to whom I owe 
my conversion. He said, "you observe that the heavenly bodies do 
not idle nor keep sabbath^. Remain, therefore, as you were bom, do 
not keep sabbath nor practise circumcision."' 

It is clear, then, that the i6th Ode means to say that the Sabbath is 
not kept by the Heavenly bodies; and as it goes on to say *and the 
[Heavenly] hosts are subject to His word,* it follows that God is 
regulating the motions of the worlds on the Sabbath days as well as on 
the week-days: a point which Justin expressly makes in c. 29, *God 
undertakes the regulation of the world on this day, exactly as on other 
days^' 

The writer then is a Christian of the type of Justin Martyr, who 
accepts the Gospel without the obligation of the Law, and makes a 
quiet intimation of the position which he takes towards the stricter 
Judaism. But we notice, further, that the argument which underlies 
his verse is older than Justin Martyr; it is contained in the reply of the 
ancient Christian whom Justin consulted on the question of sabbath 
and circumcision ; he calls it a Divine Word- or Oracle (6€wv \6yov). 
It may, then, have come from some early Christian handbook; but, 
whether this be the case or not, it is a dictum of the first century ; for 
the very old man who talked with Justin was not inventing a solution 
for immediate perplexities, but giving him a rule which prevailed in the 
Church to which he belonged. 

So it seems clear that the Ode is really Christian, and that its 
Christianity is of a very early type, to judge from the arguments 
involved in it. 

ODE 17. 

U was crowned by my God: my crown is living: ^and I 
was justified in my Lord: my incorruptible salvation is He. 
3 1 was loosed from vanity, and I was not condemned: *the 
choking bonds were cut off by her' hands : I received the face 

* 6 dtos TTjp aMfw iioUniffuf toG xdafuw 6fu>Uin Kal iv rck&rji r^ ^f^P9^ veTolfjra 
KaOdwep h raXs dtXXois dwdaaiu 

* Query his? 
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and the fashion of a new person: and I walked in it and was 
saved ; ^and the thought of truth led me on. And I walked 
after it and did not wander: ®and all that have seen me were 
amazed: and I was regarded by them as a strange person: 
^and He who knew and brought me up is the Most High in all 
His perfection. And He glorified me by His kindness, and 
raised my thought to the height of ^His"^ truth. ®And from 
thence He gave me the way of His precepts^ and I opened the 
doors that were closed, ®and brake in pieces the bars of iron ; 
but my iron melted and dissolved before me; ^^ nothing ap- 
peared closed to me: because I was the door of everything. 
'*'* And I went over all my bondmen to loose them ; that I might 
not leave any man bound or binding: "^^and I imparted my 
knowledge without grudging: and my prayer was in my love: 
"^^and I sowed my fruits in hearts, and transformed them into 
myself: and they received my blessing and lived ; ^and they 
were gathered to me and were saved ; because they were to me 
as my own members and I was their head. Glory to thee our 
head, the Lord Messiah. Hallelujah. 

Ode 17. This Psalm is one that we alluded to above in connexion 
with *the crown of life' that has been put upon the writer's head. 
That it is a Christian Psalm is evident: the Messiah or Christ is 
definitely referred to, and he is spoken of as being to believers in the 
relation of the head to the members. But we have again in this Psalm 
the peculiar change of personality: this time it comes so imperceptibly 
that we might be tempted to doubt the reality of the transition, if it 
were not for the abruptness of the return from it at the close of the 
Psalm. The breaking of the bars of iron must surely refer to the 
Messiah* : it need not be an allusion to the descent into Hades'; for the 
problem of liberation of souls is stated in general terms : all men are to 
be free; there is to be no more one that binds and one that is bound. 
The transformation of believers into Christ's nature is also referred 
to; *I transformed them into myself. they became my own members.' 

ODE 18. 

^My heart was lifted up in the love of the Most High and 
was enlarged : that I might praise Him for His* name's sake. 

^ iii. steps. 

^ So Zahn : Wer anders sollte das sein als Jesus der Messias? 

* Batiffol: Avec M. Harris, avec M. Hamack aussi, et centre M. Gunkel, jc 
crois que ces w. ne parlent pas de la descente du Christ aux enfers. 

* Cod. my. 
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*My members were strengthened that they might not fall from 

His strength. ^Sicknesses removed from my body, and it stood 

to the Lord by His will. For His Kingdom is true. *0 Lord, 

for the sake of them that are deficient do not remove thy word 

from me ! ^Neither for the sake of their works do thou restrain 

from me thy perfection ! ®Let not the luminary be conquered cf.Joh.i.5 

by the darkness; nor let truth flee away from falsehood. 

^Thou wilt appoint me to victory ; our Salvation is thy 

right hand*. And thou wilt receive men from all quarters, 

®and thou wilt preserve whosoever is held in evils : ®Thou art 

my God. 'Falsehood and death' are not in thy mouth: ^°for 

thy will is perfection ; and vanity thou knowest not, ^^nor does 

it know thee. ^^And error thou knowest not, ^^ neither does it 

know thee. ^And ignorance appeared like a blind man'; and 

like the foam of the sea, ^*and they supposed of that vain thing 

that it was something great ; ^®and they too came in likeness 

oT it and became vain ; and those have understood who have 

known and meditated ; ^^and they have not been corrupt in 

their imagination ; for such were in the mind of the Lord ; 

^®and they mocked at them that were walking in error ; ^®and 

they spake truth from the inspiration which the Most High 

breathed into them ; Praise and great comeliness* to His name. 

Hallelujah. 

Ode 18. The writer of this Psalm speaks as a prophet, who has 
known the Divine visitation, and has felt its effect both on mind and 
body, in the dispelling of error and the healing of disease. He prays 
for a continuance of the heavenly gift for the sake of the needy people 
to whom he gives his message. He has evidently been regarded by 
them as a light and foolish person, whose talk is like the foam on the 
wave of the sea. But there are others who are inspired like himself, 
and who mock at the unbelievers for their stupidity and ignorance. We 
catch the echo of some serious controversy upon religious matters, but 
the subject of the dispute is unknown. There are no definitely 
Christian features in the Psalm. 

* <9r, To Victory may thy right hand biing our Salvation. 
»-• Perhaps Falsehood and Uie like. 

* Or by a slight change, And I appeared like a blind man without knowledge. 
Or better, like chaff, reading ^\t^ (so Schulthess). Cf, Ode 19. 10. 

* Gk. /iryaXorp^eca. 
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ODE 19. 

"^A cup of milk was offered to me: and I drank it in the 
sweetness of the delight of the Lord. ^The Son is the cup, and 
He who was milked is the Father: ^ and the Holy Spirit milked 
Him: because His breasts were full, and it was necessary for 
Him that His milk should be sufficiently released ; *and the 
Holy Spirit opened His^ bosom and mingled the milk from the 
two breasts of the Father ; and gave the mixture to the world 
without their knowing: ^and they who receive in its fulness are the 
ones on the right hand. ®[The Spirit]* opened the womb of the 
Virgin and she received conception and brought forth ; and the 
Virgin became a Mother with many mercies ; ^and she travailed 
and brought forth a Son, without incurring pain ; ®and because 
she was not sufficiently prepared', and she had not sought a 
midwife, (for He brought her to bear), she brought forth, as if 
she were a man*, of her own will* ; ®and she brought Him forth 
openly, and acquired Him with great dignity, ^°and loved Him 
in His swaddling clothes*, and guarded Him kindly, and showed 
Him in Majesty. Hallelujah. 

Ode 19. Fantastic as this Psalm is, it might at first sight have been 
discarded as being out of harmony with the lofty spiritual tone of the 
rest of the collection. But it happens to be attested by Lactantius, and 
in the MSS. of his Divine Institutes we have not only a quotation from 
the Psalm in regard to the painless delivery of the Blessed Virgin, but 
we have also the number of the Psalm given, either as 19 or 20. So it 
was found in the. collection known to Lactantius. 

The harshness of the opening figure with regard to the bosom of 
the Father does not necessarily detach it from the rest of the collection; 
for we have had already allusion to the breasts of God. Thus in 
Psalm 8, the Lord is represented as saying: *My own breasts I 
prepared for them that they might drink my holy milk and live thereby.' 
The eighth and the nineteenth of our Psalms appear therefore to be 
connected together by a common authorship. For the figure of the 
breasts of God in the literature of the early Church we may refer to 
Clement of Alexandria who, in the Paedagogus (lib. i. c. 6, p. 1 24), has 

' MS. her bosom. 

* Lact. Div. Instil, iv. 13; Epit. Div, InstU, c. 44. The original Greek was 
perhaps iycKoXirUrOrj ( = Aram. ^D^). Flemming : er umarmte ^?) 
^ Perhaps : and because there was not (pain) she was sufficient. 
^ Batiflfol : as it were a man : reading cibf dp$pwwop for Cn &M$p<irros* 
*» Batiffol : by the will [of God] : cf. Joh. i. 13 ^ir OeX'/ifiaTos, 
« /heading ^iis^^oS^ for t^in^o^ 
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a long discussion of the milk with which Christ's babes are nourished. 
Our nourishment, he says, is the Divine Word, it is * the milk of the 
Father^ by which only the babes are fed.' Through the Word *we 
have believed in God, to whose care-allaying breast we have fled.' And 
again (p. 125) *to the babes, who seek for the Word, the breasts of the 
Father's kindness supply the milk' (rots iiyroixn y^loL% rov Koyov ai 
irarpijcat r^s ffuXavOptoiria^ 6r}Xa\ xopriyown to yoXa). So Clement 
comes very near to the figurative language of the Ode, without its 
crudity of expression. The harshness of the figures employed and the 
tritheistic character of the theology may be paralleled in writers of the 
middle ages, whose repute in the Church is very wide. For is it not 
St Bernard who expounds the Evangelic statement that the beloved 
disciple leaned on Jesus' breast in the words * hausit de sinu Unigeniti 
quod de paterno hauserat ille ' ? but if John imbibed from the breast of 
the Only-begotten what He had imbibed in like manner from the 
Father, we can only say that a very lofty theology is presented in a very 
harsh metaphor; but we cannot dismiss St Bernard as unworthy of 
further notice. And if it comes to tritheism, with which all the 
Christian Ages are more or less discoloured, where shall we find it 
more pronounced than in John Tauler's great sermon on the coming of 
the Bridegroom, where God the Father presides over the nuptials of 
Christ and the Church, and where the Holy Spirit acts as cup-bearer at 
the feast : a representation which is not so very remote from what we 
have in our Psalm, when wine has been substituted for milk. But I am 
afraid the matter is past apologetic. Further than this, we must admit 
that it is in many ways perplexing: the doctrine seems too highly 
evolved to allow us to reckon the Psalm to the same period of 
production as the rest of the book. When the writer speaks of milk 
from the two breasts of God, he evidently means the two covenants, or 
testaments. But that exegesis implies that the writer is no Marcionite 
rejecting an old covenant in the interests of a new, or else he wishes 
us to understand that he is no Jew, clinging to an old covenant to 
the neglect of the new covenant. And he seems to imply that the 
Christians whom he represents are distinguished from some other body 
of believers by being on the right hand of Christ. Is it the Jews from 
whom he wishes to be distinguished or is it the Marcionites? The 
Ode must be, at the earliest, a product of the second century. It is 
conceivable that the allusion to the Cup of Milk may cover an early 
Milk-Eucharist. Wine is nowhere mentioned in the religious language 
of our Psalter. 

Turn in the next place to the account of the Virgin Birth, which 
follows the parable of the cup of milk, and can almost be detached 
as a separate composition. It certainly presents the miraculous 
conception and birth in a form which has already undergone 
considerable development: that the birth was painless was a very 
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early corollary to the stad:emerit' that it was supernatural j in the 
commentary 6f Ephrem on the Gosper there was a' statement that Mt 
was indecent that she who had been a habitation of the Spirit should 
bring forth with pains and curses*'; and this must have been a very 
early reflection upon the statement of the Virgin Birth. But our writer 
goes much further than that : he dispenses with the usual aids to 
child-birth, and introduces details for which we find parallels in the 
Apocryphal Gospels of the Infancy. And it is frankly impossible that 
the doctrine of the Miraculous Birth should have become so highly 
evolved in the first century. So that the doubts raised by the first part 
of the Psalm are reinforced by a study of its latter half. As far then 
as this Psalm is concerned, it seems as if we must refer it to a later date 
than the majority of those which we have been discussing. We detected 
something like polemical tendency in the first half of the composMon^ 
as if the writer turned aside to rebuke either Jews or Marcionites : if 
we might assume tendency in the latter half, it must be directed against 
persons who did not believe in the Virgin Birth. ' Palestine and 
especially tr^ns-Jordanic Palestine would furnish opponents of all the 
classes mentioned ; so that, if we should be obliged to depress the dale 
to the second century, we have no reason to remove the composition 
to another locality than that which has already been suggested. 

ODE 20. 

'I am a priest of the Lord, and to Him I do priestly service : 
and to Him I offer the sacrifice of His thought. *F6r His 
thought is not like ""the thought oP the world nor ""the thought oP 
the flesh, nor like them that serve carnally. ®The sacrifice of 
the Lord is righteousness, and purity of heart and lips. * Present 
your reins before Him blamelessly: and let not thy heart do 
violence to heart, nor thy soul to soul. ^Thou shalt not aciquire 
a stranger by ""the price of thy silver"^', neither shalt thou seek 
to devour thy neighbour', ^neither shalt thou deprive him of the 
covering of his nakedness*. ^But put on the grace of the Lord 
without stint ; and come into His Paradise and make thee a 
garland from its tree, ®and put it on thy head and be glad ; and 
recline on His rest, and glory shall go before thee, ®and thou shalt 
receive of His kindness and of His grace; and thou shalt be 
flourishing" in truth in the praise of His holiness. Praise and 
honour be to His name. Hallelujah. 

* J.-R. Harris, Ephrem oft the Gospely p. 31. 

^Littraliy^ by the hUxxl of thy souU I correct the Syrjac, which is^ fooltyi'and- 

has repeated, 'thy sour from the previous verse. 

» Cf. Exod. xxii. 34. * Exod. Kxii. 16. » lit, fat. 
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Ode 20. This Psalm is a mixture of ethics aiid of mysticism, of 
the golden rule and of the tree of life. The writer, whether Jew or 
Christian, is wholly detached from external ritual ; he calls himself a 
priest of God, but explains that this means the thinking of God's 
thought, and that the sacrifice he offers is the pure heart and life. He 
might be an Essene, one of that strange company who did not frequent 
the temple because they had purer sacrifices of their own. He drops a 
few ethical maxims, such as we find in the Pentateuch, protests against 
the owning of slaves (another Essene tenet) and against taking the 
neighbour's garment in pledge. Then he leaves morals and is away in 
search of the honey-dew and milk of Paradise. There glory waits the 
soul that enters into the Divine rest. 

It is a beautiful Psalm, but one could not say of it, taken by itself, 
that it was necessarily Christian; though its aflSnities are with Psalms 
that are definitely Christian. For the sacrifices which the good man 
offers to God we may compare Lactantius, Div, Instii, vi. 25 * Donum 
est integritas animi; sacrificium, laus et hymnus: si enim Deus non 
videtur, ergo iis rebus coli debet, quae non videntur. Nulla igitur 
alia religio est vera, nisi quae virtu te et justitia constat.' 

In Clem. Alex. Strom, v. 11 the sacrifice is an ascetic life. 

ODE 21. 

^My arms I lifted up to the Most High, even to the grace of 
the Lord : because He had cast off my bonds from me : and my 
Helper had lifted me up to His grace and to His salvation : ^and 
I put off darkness and clothed myself with light, ^and my soul 
acquired a body* free from sorrow or affliction or pains. *And 
increasingly helpful to me was the thought of the Lord, and His 
fellowship in incorruption : *and I was lifted up in His light ; and 
I served before Him, ®and I became near to Him, praising and 
confessing Him ; ^my heart ran over and was found in my mouth : 
and it arose upon my lips ; and the exultation of the Lord in- 
creased on my face, and His praise likewise. Hallelujah. 

Ode 21. This Psalm is short, and somewhat obscure. The reason 
for this lies in the fact that the writer is assuming a mystical explanation 
of the * coats of skin ' in the third chapter of Genesis, which are held to 
represent the ordinary human body which has replaced a body originally 
clad in light. See Ode 25 where the same idea of the acquisidon 
of a Light-Body, and of its freedom from pain is more definitely ex- 
pressed. It is impossible to decide definitely firom the reading of the 

\ lit^ there became members to my joul, etc 
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Psalm whether it is Christian or Jewish : if the writer was a Christian, 
he was a very joyous Christian ; if he was a Jew, he knew the salvation 
of Israel that comes out of Zion, and had the dew of Heaven upon his 
vineyard. 

ODE 22. 

^He who brought me down from on high, also brought me 
up from the regions below ; ^and He who gathers together the 
things that are betwixt is He also who cast me down : ^He who 
scattered my enemies and my adversaries: *He who gave me 
authority over bonds that I might loose them ; *He that over- 
threw by my hands the dragon with seven headsM and thou 
hast set me over his roots that I might destroy his seed. ®Thou 
wast there and didst help me, and in every place thy name was 
a rampart to me^ ^Thy right hand destroyed his wicked poison'; 
and thy hand levelled the way for those who believe in thee : 
®and thou didst choose them from the graves and didst separate 
them from the dead. ®Thou didst take dead bones and didst 
cover them with bodies ; ^°they were motionless, and thou didst 
give '"them"' energy for life. ''^Thy way was without corruption, 
and thy face ; thou didst bring* thy world to corruption : that 
everything might be dissolved", and then renewed, ^^and that the 
foundation for everything might be thy rock' : and on it thou 
didst build thy Kingdom ; and it became the dwelling-place of 
the saints. Hallelujah. 

Ode 22, In this Psalm we seem to be nearer to the known Psalter 
of Solomon than elsewhere. There is a pointed reference to a dragon 
with seven heads whose seed is to be destroyed, and whose wicked 
poison has found its antidote in the Divine power. We think at once 
of the description of Pompey as the great dragon in the second of the 
published Psalms of Solomon. But dragons generally are difficult to 
identify. Who, for instance, is the dragon in Ps. Ixxiii. (Ixxiv.) 14 whose 
heads are broken ? Is it Tiamat the Babylonian cosmic monster or the 
Leviathan whom the faithful are to eat in the last day, or is it a real 
person ? In Ezekiel xxix. 3 it is Pharaoh of Egypt that is called the 
great dragon in the midst of the waters, but it might not be so easy to 
say which Pharaoh : any political monster may be a beast or a dragon : 

^ Cf. Apoc xii. 3: and Pisiis Sophia i see Introd. pp. 61 — 63. 

* Reading vy*'l£i with the Coptic, so Diettricb and others. 
' Copt, the pi>ison of the slanderer* 

* Following a correction of Flemming. 

* Cf. 3 Pet. iii. II. • QU Matt xvL 18. 
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SO in the present case we have to hunt around among the fallen gods to 
find him. There has evidently been a great slaughter of Jews for the 
Writer uses the imagery of the Valley of Dry Bones in Ezekiel, in order to 
show that God can raise up His people from the gates of death : the ruin 
of all things becomes the occasion for a new Kingdom founded upon 
the rock. 

The Psalm is one of those which are transferred to the pages of the 
Pisiis Sophia where it is recited by Matthew from an Ode of Solomon. 
It is suggested by Ryle and James that the opening sentences are of a 
Gnostic character, from the allusion to things above and things below 
and things between. But the whole tenor of our Psalms is foreign to 
Gnosticism, and I do not see any reason to introduce it as a factor in 
the interpretation. If the Psalm is really the expression of some person 
triumphing over a fallen tyrant, or of Israel personified in such a 
situation, we have to search the political crises for such a time of trial 
and recovery. It is not easy to find the solution. The Hadrianic 
wars are too late, and they were followed by no recovery on the part of 
the Jews in Palestine. Antiochus Epiphanes is too early, in every 
respect. The next cases to examine are those of Pompey and Titus. 
Pompey is already known as the dragon, and the destruction of the 
dragon is historical. Titus on the other hand is a triumphant dragon 
without a subsequent collapse : nor does there seem to be in his case a 
sufficient recovery of Judaism to justify the triumphant language of the 
Odist. The statement that God levelled the way for those who believe 
in Him seems to imply a return from exile, in greater or less degree ; 
but this also is not easy to justify from a historical point of view. 
[Bernard thinks the dragon is to be explained by Patristic gnosis of 
the defeat of the devil in the waters of Baptism, as in Cyril Cat. iii. 1 1 
and the Baptismal rituals. I add to Dr Bernard's references one from 
a MS. of Moses Bar Kepha on Baptism, in my own collection : *Our 
Lord was baptized that he might trample on the head of the spiritual 
dragon that lurked in the water etc' The passage has been borrowed 
by Bar Salibi, Comm, in Matt, p. 98. See Preface to this edition.] 



ODE 23. 

"•Joy is of the saints ! and who shall put it on, but they 
alone .^ ^Grace is of the elect! and who shall receive it 
except those who trust in it from the beginning.? ^Love is of 
the elect! And who shall put it on except those who have 
possessed it from the beginning } *Walk ye in the knowledge 
of the Most High without grudging : to His exultation and to the 
perfection of His knowledge. ^And His thought was like a 

as. 16 
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letter; His will descended from on high, and it was sent like an 
arrow which is violently shot from the bow : ®and many hands 
rushed to the letter to seize it and to take and read it : ^and it 
escaped their fingers and they were affrighted at it and at the 
seal that was upon it. ® Because it was not permitted to them to 
loose its seal : for the power that was over the seal was greater 
than they. ®But those who saw it went after the letter that they 
might know where it would alight, and who should read it and 
who should hear it. ''^But a wheel received it and came over it : 
"and there was with it a sign of the Kingdom and of the Govern- 
ment : ^^and everything which tried to move the wheel it mowed 
and cut down : ^^and it gathered the multitude of adversaries, 
and bridged" the rivers and crossed over and rooted up many 
forests and made a broad path. ^*The head went down to the 
feet, for down to the feet ran the wheel, and that which was a 
sign upon it. ^^The letter was one of command, for there were 
included* in it all districts ; ^®and there was seen at its [?] head, 
the head which was revealed, even the Son of Truth from the 
Most High Father, ^^and He inherited and took possession of 
everything. And the thought of the many was brought to nought, 
^•and all the apostates hasted and fled away. And those who 
persecuted and were enraged became extinct. 

^®And the letter was a great volume', which was wholly 
written by the finger of God : ^Oand the name of the Father was 
on it, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, to rule for ever and 
ever. Hallelujah. 

Ode 23. This is the most difficult of all the Psalms in the collection, 
and I have almost despaired of being able to explain it. It describes 
the descent from heaven of a sealed document, with a message from 
God in it The description is something like that of the little sealed 
book in the Apocalypse, which no one can open, except the triumphant 
Lamb*. If the allusion in the Apocalypse is to some previous document 
which the author has incorporated, perhaps the same thing may be true 
here. Some book may have been published, claiming Divine Authority, 
What can it have been? A Gospel? An Apocalypse? It appeared 
suddenly, unexpectedly, and met with opposition rather than with 
universal accepUnce. It came from the head and it went down to the 
feet. If we may use the language of a later Psalm in which the saints 

> lit, covered. « ///. gathered. » Or tablet. 

* Another parallel would be the letter sent from the home-land in Bardesanes* 
Hymn of the Soul in the AcU of Thomas. 
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in Hades are called the feet of Christ, we should say that the mysterious 
little book conveyed a message to those below from one above, and that 
it interpreted the region below to include the invisible world. Was the 
little book then a 'Descensus ad Inferos'? It is impossible to decide 
with certainty. It contained some pronounced statement concerning 
the Trinity, for we are expressly told that it had the name of Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost upon it. When any one writes in cipher, about a 
document which itself appears to have been written in cipher, for that is 
the natural meaning of a sealed book, we ought not to be surprised if it 
is not quite obvious, two thousand years later, what the writer meant or 
to what he was referring. 



ODE 24. 

^The Dove fluttered over the Messiah, because He was her 
head ; and she sang over Him and her voice was heard : ^and 
the inhabitants were afraid and the sojourners were moved : 
^the birds dropped their wings, and all creeping things died in 
their holes: and the abysses were opened which had been 
hidden ; and they cried to the Lord like women in travail : 
*and nonfood was given to them, ^because it did not belong to 
them* ; **and they sealed up the abysses with the seal of the 
Lord*. 'And they perished, in the thought, those that had 
existed from ancient times'; ®for they were corrupt from the 
beginning ; and the end of their corruption was life^ : ^and 
every one of them that was imperfect perished : for it was not 
possible to give ^them"* a word that they might remain : ®and 
the Lord destroyed the imaginations of all them that had not 
the truth with them. ®For they who in their hearts were lifted 
up were deficient in wisdom, and so they were rejected, because 
the truth was not with them. ^°For the Lord disclosed His way, 
and spread abroad His grace : and those who understood it", 
know His holiness. Hallelujah. 

*~* Or perhaps f because that which was non-existent belonged to them. 

'-* U.-S. : und es versanken die Abgrilnde in der Versenkung des Herm. 

3~* Fl. : und es gingen zugrunde durch diesen Gedanken sie, die vorher existiert 
batten. 

U.-S. : und es gingen durch jenen Gedanken die zugrunde, die vor alters gewesen 
waren. 

* Or, was the life of all ; and whatever of them, etc. " sc. the way. 
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OoE *4. The Psalm opens with a reference to the Baptism of the 
Lord, when the Holy Spirit descended in the form of a Dove on the 
head of the Messiah. The occasion was one of great dread to all 
created things, man and beast and creeping things shared the terror. 
The abysses, personified as living creatures, cried out in pain. They 
were sealed up and ended, as belonging to the order of non-existent 
things. Men also whose hearts were proud were rejected, when the way 
of the Lord was revealed and His holiness known. 

In this Psalm with its reference to the abysses, and the things which 
are not and are brought to nought, we seem to be nearer to the world of 
Gnostic ideas : but it would be difficult to say that any of the catch-^ 
words or peculiar terms of Gnosticism are here. If we are right in 
referring the Psalm to the Baptism of the Lord, we are only furnishing 
one more proof of the extraordinary prominence given to that event in 
the early Church, for which it was the beginning of the Gospel : and 
we need not be surprised that the event should be treated in many ways, 
both theological and hymnological. 

If it is not the Baptism that is alluded to, it must be the Crucifixion, 
and in that case we must assume an unknown incident connected with 
the Crucifixion, comparable with the appearance of the Dove at the 
Baptism. In that case the plaint of the abysses is another allusion to 
the descent into Hades. 

But there is a special reason why I feel sure that the Baptism must 
be the incident to which reference is made : I think we can say that a 
written Gospel has here been employed, but not a Canonical Gospel. 
It will be remembered that Justin Martyr in his Dialogue with TryphOy 
c. 88, takes his account of the Baptism from a source which is either 
uncanonical : or, if canonical, is interpolated. When Jesus went down 
into the water, a fire was kindled in the Jordan, and when He came up 
from the water, the Holy Spirit, like a dove, fluttered upon Him {hri- 
irr^veu iir avrov dk Trtpvtmpav ro ayiov irvtv/xa) : and Justin says expressly 
that this was recorded by the Apostles of our Christ {iypaij/av oi 
diroa-ToKoi avrov rovrov rod Xpiarov i/fuov). This * fluttering down ' of 
the dove is very near indeed to the language of our Ode. Its ultimate 
origin is probably to be found in the language of Gen. i. 3. 

It is well known that the account of the Baptism by Justin has been 
the centre of serious controversy, on account of the apocryphal 
expansions of the narrative, especially the reference to the Fire which 
appeared at the Jordan : and it has been argued, reasonably enough, 
that Justin cannot have used our Canonical Gospels, or at least must 
have used an uncanonical Gospel with them. The same difficulty turns 
up in the descent of the Dove, for the word Mttt^voi, which recurs in 
Justin, must come from the written source which the author is using. 
A reference to Resch, Aussercanonische Parallele zu Luc, p. 15, will show 
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the wide diffusion of the account from which Justin is working^ The 
word cTTtiTT^vat can be traced in Celsus and in Origen and in the seventh 
book of Sibyllines, as well as in a number of Latin authors. The 
inference, therefore, is that a very early written Gospel is responsible for 
the detail : and it is this early Gospel that has been employed by the 
writer of the Ode. We conclude, then, that the reference is to the 
Baptism and that it is taken from a lost primitive Gospel. [If the 
Dove sang the words * Thou art my beloved Son,' the Holy Spirit must 
be regarded as the mother of Jesus as in the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews. The same belief is involved in Ode 36.] 

There is, however, a possible suggestion that the Ps2^ may refer to 
the Descent into Hades, and to the Baptism, as events happening in 
close connexion. I mean that it is not out of the. region of reasonable 
criticism to suggest that in the earliest times the Baptism of Christ was 
the occasion of His triumph over Hades. We find suspicious hints of 
this in the Descensus cui Inferos. Thus in c xx* we have a statement 
made by Seth concerning his father Adam that he will receive the oil of 
healing from Paradise in the last days : * veniet enim amantissimus dei 
fiUus de caelis in mundum, et baptizabitur a Johanne in Jordane 
flumine, et tunc recipiet pater tuus Adam de hoc oleo misericordiae et 
omnes credentes in eum.' 

And in c. xxi we find Jesus talking to John the Baptist concerning 
his Descent into Hades : * Ego Johannes vocem patris de caelo super 
eum intonantem audivi et proclamantem, Hie est filius meus dilectus, in 
quo mihi bene complacuit. Ego ab eo responsum cucepi quia ipse 
descensurus esset ad inferos,^ 

Here are two curious references connecting the Baptism and the 
Descent into Hades. And the question arises whether this 24th Ode 
may not look in the same direction. The evidence is, of course, 
inadequate, but the statement of the case may perhaps lead to the 
discovery of fresh evidence in the same direction. 

ODE 25. 

U was rescued from my bonds and unto thee, my God, 
I fled : 2 for thou art the right hand of my Salvation and my 
helper. ^Thou hast restrained those that rise up against me^ 
*and I shall see him' no more : because thy face was with me, 
which saved me by thy grace. PBut I was despised and 
rejected in the eyes of many : and I was in their eyes like lead*, 

> See Introd. pp. 84, 85. 

- Tischendorf, Ev, Apoc, p. 425. ' /. them. 

* Cf. Sap. Sol. ii. 16 e/f KlfidiiXw iXoylffOfifuif aOtif. 



Digitized by 



Google 



126 THE ODES OF SOLOMON 

®and strength was mine from thyself and help. ^Thou didst 
set me a lamp^ at my right hand and at my left : and in me 
there shall be nothing that is not bright*: ®and I was clothed 
with the covering of thy Spirit, and thou didst remove from me 
my raiment of skin'; ®for thy right hand lifted me up and 
removed sickness from me: ^°and I became mighty in the truth, 
and holy by thy righteousness ; and all my adversaries were 
afraid of me; ^^and I became admirable by the name of the 
Lord, and was justified by His gentleness, and His rest is for 
ever and ever. Hallelujah. 

Ode 25. In this Psalm we are back again in the region of personal 
experience, and there is no allusion to any definite historical event. 
The writer, whether Christian or Jew, has been brought out of spiritual 
bondage into liberty : he has had to face /contempt and scorn, but the 
Lord has filled him with brightness and covered him with beauty, and 
given him health of mind and body : his enemies have turned back, 
and his portion is with the justified saints of the Most High. It is 
possible that this Psalm may be meant to express the experience of the 
Messiah, emerging from His conflicts into victory : in that case it need 
not be the Christian conception of the Messiah, but it might con- 
ceivably be such a human representation as we find in the Psalms of 
the Pharisees {e.g, Ps. 17, which is our Ps. 60). But our collection, as 
to its first block of Psalms, is certainly of a later period than the 
Pharisee Psalms, so we ought to hesitate before ascribing the same 
Messianic ideas to the two parts of the hymnal. For the allusion to 
the *coat of skin,* see Introd. pp. 66 — 70, and cf Ode 21. 

ODE 26. 

U poured out praise to the Lord, for I am His : ^and I will 
speak His holy song, for my heart is with Him. ®For His harp 
is in my hands, and the Odes of His rest shall not be silent. 
*I will cry unto Him from my whole heart : I will praise and 
exalt Him with all my members. *For from the east and even 
to the west is His praise : ®and from the south and even to the 
north is the confession of Him : ^and from the top of the hills 
to their utmost bound is His perfection. ®Who can write the 
Psalms of the Lord, or who read them ? ®or who can train his 

' Ps. cxxxii. 17. • ///. light. 

' Cp. Clem. Alex. Paed, i. 6, p. 1 1 7 r^j xaKiai ixSvad/xeyoi rby x*'''*^''* and Gen. 
iii. 21. 
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soul for life, that his soul may be saved, ^°or who can rest on 
the Most High, so that with His mouth he may speak ? "Who 
is able to interpret the wonders of the Lord? ^^For he who 
could interpret would be dissolved and would become that 
which is interpreted ^ ^^For it suffices to know and to rest': 
for in rest the singers stand, ^^like a river which has an 
abundant fountain, and flows to the help of them that seek it'. 
Hallelujah. 

Ode 26. This beautiful song of praise recounts the goodness and 
greatness of the Lord. All within the writer magnifies the great Name, 
but all within is insufficient to tell out what waits to be told. His 
praise is widespread to the utmost bound of earth and beyond the 
bound of the everlasting hills. The creature cannot express God's 
praise perfectly ; if he could, he would be no longer a creature : he 
would be the Word, and not the interpreter of the Word. So it suffices 
to know and to rest, while at our feet the river of grace rolls on, an 
unchanging flood : 

Labitur et labetur in omne volubilis aevum. 

It is impossible to say whether the Psalm, as detached from the 
rest of the collection, is Jewish or Christian. 

ODE 27. 

^I stretched out my hands and sanctified my Lord*: ^for the 
extension of my hands is His sign : ^and my expansion is the 
upright tree {or cross).. 

Ode 27. This tiny Psalm is Christian, and is based upon the early 
Christian fondness for finding the Cross everywhere in the outward 
world : in the handle of the labourer's plough, in the mast and yards of 
the seaman's ship ; and in the human body, when the man stands erect 
in the act of prayer with outstretched arms. There can, therefore, be 
no doubt that this is a Christian Psalm, and the figurative language 
which it employs is characteristic of the second century and not 
unknown in the first century. Justin Martyr, for example, sees the 

* Cf. Lactantius, Div. Inst, praef. : 'there would be no difference between God 
and man, if human thought could reach to the counsels and arrangements of that 
eternal Majesty.' 

* Cf. Clem. Alex. Paed, i. 6 (p. 115) ware ^ yJkv yvCacvs iv rtp ^crrlfffum' rb 8i 
ripas rijs yp(bff€ws, ij ipdravais, 

* Cf. Lactantius, Div. Inst. iv. 30 *Si quis aquam vitae cupiat haurire, non ad 
detritos lacus deferatur, qui non habent venam, sed uberrimum Dei noverit fontem, quo 
irrigatus perenni luce potiatur.' 

* U.-S. : und heiligte [sie] meinem Herrn. 



Digitized by 



Google 



f28 THE ODES OF SOLOMON 

Cross, in the outspread arms of Moses in the battle against Amalek ; 
but so does Barnabas also : and the same thought is involved in the 
conclusion of the Teaching of the Apostles, where an outspread cross 
in the sky is one of the signs of the Advent and answers to the Sign of 
the Son of Man in Matthew. So it is very likely that the figure in our 
Psalm is one of the oldest forms of Christian symbolic teaching. We 
shall find it used again in the 42nd Psalm which may, therefore, be by 
the same hand as the present one : otherwise it would be an imitation 
of it. 

Those who care to have a Gnostic example of the use of this wide- 
spread Christian figure, will find one in Schmidt, Unbekanntts 
altgnostisches Werk (I.e. p. 336) : * Die Haare seines Gesichtes sind 
die Zahl der ausseren Welten, und die Ausbreitung seiner Hande ist 
die Offenbarung des Kreuzes.' 

ODE 28. 

^ As the wings of doves over their nestlings ; and the mouth 
of their nestlings towards their mouths, ^so also are the wings of 
the Spirit over my heart: ^my heart is delighted and exults: 
like the babe who exults' in the womb of his mother": *I 
believed ; therefore I was at rest ; for faithful is He in whom 
I have believed :^He has richly blessed me and my head is with 
Him : and the sword shaH not divide me from Him, nor the 
scimitar ; ®for I am ready before destruction comes : and I have 
been set on His immortal* pinions : ^and immortal life has come 
forth and given me to drink*, and from that life is the spirit 
within me, and it cannot die, for it lives. ®They who saw me 
marvelled at me, because I was persecuted, and they supposed 
that I was swallowed up : for I seemed to them as one of the lost ; 
®and my oppression became my salvation ; and I was their 
reprobation because there was no zeal in me' ; ""^because I did 
good to every man I was hated, ^^and they came round me like 
mad dogs', who ignorantly attack their masters, ^^for their 
thought is corrupt and their understanding perverted. ^^But I 
was carrying water in my right hand', and their bitterness® I 

1 Or, leaps. « Cf. Luke i. 41. 

* lit, pinions without corruption. 

* Reading petaie.^. FI.: has kissed me. So U.-S. 

* Perhaps because I was not a Zealot. • Ps. xxii. 16. 
' Query ""that I might put out their flame."* 

* As water is plural, Fl. would refer the bitterness to it; but Zahn says: *das 
pluralische Suffix an dem Worte Bitterkeit ist selbstverstandlich nicht mit Fl. auf das 
Wasser zu beziehen.' 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE ODES OF SOLOMON 1 29 

endured by my sweetness ; ^*and I did not perish, for I was not 
their brother nor was my birth like theirs, ^*and they sought for 
my death and did not find it : for I was older than the memorial 
of them ; ^®and vainly did they make attack upon me* and those 
who, without reward, came after me' : ^^they sought to destroy 
the memorial of him who was before them : ^•for the thought of 
the Most High cannot be anticipated : and His heart is superior 
to all wisdom. Hallelujah. 

Ode 28. This exquisite Psalm has the music in it of the *Quis 
separabit?' of Romans viii. Nor sword nor scimitar divide the believer 
from the Lord. In some respects the Psalm appears to be Messianic 
in a Christian sense, for the writer concludes his exulting strain over 
enemies who had come round him like mad dogs and had left him for 
dead, with the remark that it was not possible for them to blot out the 
memory of one who existed before them, and who was of a different 
birth from theirs. He also speaks of their attacks as having been 
directed against his followers as well as himself. Perhaps, then, the 
writer is speaking, in these verses, as if in the person of Christ. 

ODE 29. 

■"The Lord is my hope : in Him I shall not be confounded. 
2 For according to His praise He made me, and according to 
His goodness even so He gave unto me : ^and according to His 
mercies He exalted me : and according to His excellent beauty 
He set me on high : *and brought me up out of the depths of 
Sheol : and from the mouth of death He drew me : *and thou 
didst lay my enemies low, and He justified me by His grace. 
^For I believed in the Lord's Messiah* : and it appeared to me 
that He is the Lord ; ^and He showed him* His sign : and He 
led me by His light, and gave me the rod of His power; ®that 
I might subdue the imaginations of the peoples ; and the power 
of the men of might to bring them low : ®to make war by His 
word, and to take victory by His power. ^°And the Lord over- 
threw my enemy by His word ; and he became like the stubble 
which the wind carries away; ^^and I gave praise to the Most 
High because He exalted ^me'' His servant and the son of His 
handmaid. Hallelujah. 

1 The margin suggests, slaughtering me: i^, reading ^4fiQ&l for the marginal 
>*wif^% (cast lots). 

' Or J who came after me. To no purpose they sought, etc. 
' O, Christ. * Query me ? 

o. s. 17 
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Qdk 2^. . Some one wrote this Psalm, who was a follower of the 
Christ and had recognised Him to be the Lord. Out of great conflicts 
he had been brought into the place of victory: his enemies had become 
like the straw before the wind : he has passed through deep distresses, 
which he speaks of figuratively as the pains of Sheol ind the gates of 
death. But for the reference to the Lordship of the Messiah and to 
faith in Him, we might have imagined this Psalm to belong to the 
ancient Psalter: we shall be justified in regarding it as a Judaeo- 
Christian composition. 



:l . ODE 30. 

^ Fill ye waters for yourselves from the living fountain of the 
Lord, for it is opened to you : ^nd come all ye thirsty, and 
take the draught; and rest by the fountain of the Lord. ^For 
fair it is and pure arid gives rest to the soul. Much more 
pleasant are its waters th^n honey; *and the honeycomb of 
bees is not to be compared with it. *For it flows forth from the 
lips of the Lord and from the heart of the Lord is its name. 
®And it came infinitely and. invisibly : and until it was set* 
in the midst theiy did not know it: ^blessed are they who have 
drunk therefrom and have found rest thereby. Hallelujah. 

Ode 30. The Psalrii is an invitation to the thirsty, somewhat in 
the manner of Isaiah Iv. The water of life, which here is explained to 
be the teaching of the Lord, is flowing from an open fountain, whose 
waters, to use the language of the 19th Psalm in the canonical Psalter, are 
*sweeter than honey and the honeycomb.' The Ode is not so far removed 
from Old Testament thought and expression that we can positively call 
it a Christian composition. The writer is fond of the similitude of 
honey and the honeycomb : we find.it, for instance, again in our fortieth 
Ode, where we have it for the opening simiHtude : 

' Like the honey that drops from the comb of the bees so is my 

hope on thee, O God.' 

But this Psalm, also, appears, at first sight, to be destitute of 
specific Christian colouring. - '^\ 

The fountain, however, whose waters come without limit, and 
invisibly, corresponds to the unexpected appearance of Christ and 
Christ's teaching in tlie wprl()i when there stood in the midst One 
whom they knew not. 

-- ^' ,^ ^' given. 
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ODE 31, 

^ The abysses were dissolved before the Lord :?and darkness 
was destroyed by His appearance : ^error went astray and 
perished at His hand : 'and folly found no path to. walk in\ and 
was submerged by the truth of the Lord. ® He opened His mouth 
and spake grace and joy : and He spake a new song of praise to 
His name : *and He lifted up His voice to the Most High, and 
offered to Him the sons that were with Him*. * And His face 
was justified, for thus His holy Father had given to Him. ®Come 
forth, ye that have been afflicted and receive joy, and possess 
your souls by His grace ; and tak« to you immortal life. ^And 
they made me a debtor when I rose up, me who had not been a 
debtor* : and they divided my spoil, though nothing was due to 
them. •But I endured and held my peace and was silent*, as if 
not moved by them. ®But I stood unshaken like a firm rock 
which is beaten by the waves and endures. ^°And I bore their 
bitterness for humility's sake: ^""in order that I might redeem 
my people, and inherit it, and that I might not make void my 
promises to the fathers', to whom I promised the salvation of 
their seed. Hallelujah. 

Ode 31. The Psalm is Messianic, and records how the Christ 
fulfilled the promises which, in a pre-existent state, He had made to the 
fathers. He has closed the abysses and banished error and vanity. 
With a new song in His mouth. He appears before God with the children 
whom God has given Him. His similitude is the rock against which the 
waves had beaten in vain. It stands firm, whether the waves advance 
or retire. Here Christian speech comes near to the language of the 
Stoics. One thinks of Marcus Aurelius, and his advice to * be like the 
promontory against which the waves continually break, but it stands 
firm and tames the fury of the water around it'.' One thinks also of 
Ignatius, and his advice ' to stand steady like the beaten anviF.' For 
the opening sentences about the destroying of the abysses, we must 
compare the language of the 24th Psalm of our collection, where the 
abysses cry out in pain at the time of the Baptism of the Lord. These 
Psalms are by the same Christian hand. 

'~' /fV. and folly, there was given her no path. 
' iit. in His hands. Cf* Is. viii. 18; Heb. ii. 13. 

* 2 Cor. V. 31. Perhaps we should translate 'a criminal.' 

* 1 Pet. ii. 33. * Rom. xv. 8; Luke i. 55. 

* Medit* iy. 49. .7 adPofyc, 3. 
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ODE 32. 

^To the blessed there is joy from their hearts, and light from 
Him that dwells in them : ^and words from the Truth, who was 
self-originate' : for He is strengthened by the holy power of 
the Most High: and He is unperturbed for ever and ever. 
Hallelujah. 

Ode 32. Joy, Light, Inspiration, Strength and Calmness belong to 
the believer through Him that dwells within. 

ODE 33. 

^ Again Grace ran and forsook corruption, and came down in 
Him to bring it to nought; ^and He destroyed perdition from 
before Him, and devastated all its order; ^and He stood on 
a lofty summit' and uttered His voice from one end of the 
earth to the other: *and drew to Him all those who obeyed 
Him ; and there did not appear as it were an evil person, *but 
there stood a perfect virgin* who was proclaiming and calling 
and saying, ®0 ye sons of men*, return ye, and ye daughters of 
men, come ye : ^and forsake the ways of that corruption and 
draw near unto me, and I will enter into you, and will bring 
you forth from perdition, ®and make you wise in the ways of 
truth : that you be not destroyed nor perish : ®hear ye me and 
be redeemed. For the grace of God I am telling among you : 
and by my means you shall be redeemed and become blessed. 
^°I am your judge; and they who have put me on shall not be 
injured : but they shall possess the new world that is incorrupt : 
^^my chosen ones walk in me, and my ways I will make known 
to them that seek me, and I will make them trust in my name. 
Hallelujah. 

Ode 33. Apparently this Psaln) is Messianic, though Christ is not 
named. He must be the one that rises from the dead and sends forth 
his triumphant voice to the ends of the earth. A virgin also stands and 
proclaims, who must be either the Divine Wisdom (the language is 

1 Gk. a&ro^vfftf as in the oracular reply to the enquiry as to the Divine Nature, 
odro^iht ddldaxTOtt dfii^Tupf iarv^XucTot. See Lact. De Div. Inst, i. 7. 
* Prov. viii. i, ' Prov. viii. i. * Prov. viii. 4. 
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very like that of the eighth chapter of Proverbs) or the Church \ She 
promises salvation by Divine Grace and immortality in a new world to 
those that walk in her ways. 

ODE 34. 

^No way is hard where there is a simple heart. ^Nor is 
there any wound where the thoughts are upright : ^nor is there 
any storm in the depth of the illuminated thought : *where one 
is surrounded on every side by beauty, there is nothing that is 
divided. ^The likeness of what is below is that which is above; 
for everything is above : what is below is nothing but the 
imagination of those that are without knowledge. ®Grace has 
been revealed for your salvation. Believe and live and be saved. 
Hallelujah. 

Ode 34. All the hard things are easy, where the soul itself is right : 
no storms invade the hidden place of communion with God. Evil itself 
becomes unreal, and that which is beneath exists not before that which 
is above. 

ODE 35. 

^The dew of the Lord in quietness He distilled upon me: 
^and the cloud of peace He caused to rise over my head, which 
guarded me continually; ^it was to me for salvation: every- 
thing was shaken and they were affrighted ; *and there came 
forth from them a smoke and a judgment; and I was keeping quiet 
in the order of the Lord : ®more than shelter was He to me, 
and more than foundation. ®And I was carried like a child by 
his mother: "and He gave me milk, the dew of the Lord*: ^and 
I grew great by His bounty, and rested in His perfection, ®and 
I spread out my hands in the lifting up of my soul : and I was 
made right with the Most High, and I was redeemed with Him. 
Hallelujah. 

Ode 35. The dew lies on the branch of the man that sings this 
Psalm : Divine Peace guards him like a sheltering cloud. The Lord is 
his sure defence in the day of evil Mother's arms are his place and 
mother's milk his portion. * No cradled child more softly lies than I : 
Come soon, eternity.' 

* Or Prov. i. aa Cf. Clem. Alex. Paed, i. 6 (p. 123) /*/a Ik /iSyri yUferai fii/fnip 
HapOiwov 'EKKXvfffloM ifiol <pCKop avr^p KoKeip, See also Introd. p. 77. 
2"" Or, and the dew of the Lord gave me milk. U.-S. 
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t . . . 

ODE 36. 

**! rested on the Spirit of the Lord : and ^the Spirif raised 
me on high : : ^and made me stand on my feet in the height of 
the Lord, before His perfection and His glory, while I was 
praising ""Him"^ by the composition of His songs. ^^The Spirit"^ 
brought me forth before the face of the Lord : and, although 
a son of man, I was named the Illuminate, the Son of God: 
* while I praised amongst the praising ones, and great was 
I amongst the mighty ones. *For according to the greatness 
of the Most High, so He made me: and like His own newness 
He renewed me ; and He anointed me from His own perfection: 
®and I became one of His neighbours ; and my mouth was 
opened, like a cloud of dew; ^and my heart poured out as it 
were a gushing stream of righteousness, ®and *my access '"to 
Him""^ was in peace ; and I was established by the spirit of His 
government. Hallelujah. 

Ode 36. This is a perplexing Psalm, from a theological point of 
view. It is almost impossible to determine whether the Psalmist is 
speaking in his own name, or in that of the Messiah ; or whether it is 
an alternation of one with the other. It seems almost a necessity, when 
the Holy Spirit is spoken of as a Mother, that the offspring should be 
the Son of God : and that such was the theology of certain early 
l)elievers we know from the fragment of the Ebionite Gospel, in which 
Christ speaks of being taken by the hair of His head by His mother, the 
Holy Spirit, and carried to Mount Tabor. If this be the right 
interpretation, then the Illuminated Son of God is Christ. But the 
latter part of the Psalm seems to be in too low a strain for this 
interpretation : to be one of those who are near to God is certainly not 
orthodox theology, though it may conceivably be Adoptionist : and the 
heart that pours out righteousness and makes its offering in peace 
seems rather to be the language that describes one of the pious in 
Israel. 

ODE 37. 

^ I stretched out my hands to my Lord : and to the Most High 
I raised my voice : ^and 1 spake with the lips of my heart; and 
He heard me, when my voice reached Him* : ^His answer came 
to me, and gave me the fruits of my labours ; *and it gave me 
rest by the grace of the Lord. Hallelujah. 

i*-i Or perhaps ^ my offering. ' /fV. fell to Him. 
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Ode 37. A colourless Psalm, something like one of the shorter 
and more elementary Psalms of the Hebrew Psalter. The writer has 
cried to God: his prayer has been heard: his heart has appealed, 
and an answer has come. His work has been followed by Divine 
blessing. 

ODE 38. 

U went up to the light of truth as if into a chariot: ^and the 
Truth took me and led me : and carried me across pits and guUeys; 
and from the rocks and the waves it preserved me: ^and it became 
to me a haven of Salvation : and set me on the arms of immortal 
life : *and it went with me and made me rest, and suffered me 
not to wander, because it was the Truth ; *and I ran no risk, 
because I walked with Him ; ®and I did not make an error in 
anything because I obeyed the Truth. ^For Error flees away 
from it, and meets it not : but the Truth proceeds in the right 
path, and ® whatever I did not know, it made clear to me, all the 
poisons of error, and the plagues of death which they think to 
be sweetness: ®and I saw the destroyer of destruction, when the 
bride who is corrupted is adorned ; and the bridegroom who 
corrupts and is corrupted ; ^°and I asked the Truth, * Who are 
these ?'; and He said to me. This is the deceiver and the error; 4 Joh. 7 
^^and they are alike in the beloved and in his bride: and they 
lead astray and corrupt the ""whole"" world : ^^and they invite 
many to the banquet, ^^and give them to drink of the wine of 
their intoxication, and remove* their wisdom and knowledge, 
and ^so tbey"" make them without intelligence ; ^*and then they 
leave them ; and then these go about like madmen corrupting : 
seeing that they are without heart, nor do they seek for it. 
^*And I was made wise so as not to fall into the hands of the 
deceiver ; and I congratulated myself because the Truth went 
with me, ^®and I was established and lived and was redeemed, 
^^and my foundations were laid on the hand of the Lord : 
because He established me. '®For He set the root and watered 
it and fixed it and blessed it; and its fruits are for ever. ^®It 
struck deep and sprung up and spread out, and was full and 
enlarged; ^Oand the Lord alone was glorified in His planting 
and in His husbandry: by His care and by the blessing of His 
lips, 21 by the beautiful planting of His right hand* : and by the 

* lU, they vomit up. ' Is. U» 3i. 
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discovery^ of His planting, and by the thought of His mind. 
Hallelujah. 

Ode 38. The Psalm opens with a beautiful description of the 
power of the truth over those that surrender to it. Truth becomes to 
them guidance in all difficult and rough and dangerous places. But 
the Psalm is not merely a Psalm of the Truth, it is a Psalm concerning 
Truth and Error. They appear to stand like Christ and Antichrist. 
We are tempted to believe that the writer had at one time been brought 
face to face with some special outbreak of erroneous teaching, one of 
the many Antichrists of the first century. There are some things which 
suggest Simon Magus and his Helena, who went about to mislead the 
faithful. It is, however, useless to try and define the situation more 
closely. Whatever form the attractions of Truth and Error took to the 
Psalmist, he tells us that he escaped the Circean blandishments, and 
sailed past the Sirens. His foundations were in the holy mountain; 
his growth was in God and of God. God planted, God watered, God 
gave the increase. The Father was the husbandman. 

ODE 39. 
^ Great rivers are the power of the Lord*: ^and they carry 
headlong those who despise Him : and entangle their paths : 
^and they sweep away their fords, and catch their bodies and 
destroy their lives. *For they are more swift than lightning 
and more rapid, and those who cross them in faith are not 
moved; ^and those who walk on them without blemish shall 
not be afraid. ®For the sign in them is the Lord ; and the sign 
is the way of those who cross in the name of the Lord ; ^put on, 
therefore, the name of the Most High, and know Him : and you 
shall cross without danger, for the rivers will be subject to you. 
^The Lord has bridged them by His word ; and He walked 
and crossed them on foot': ®and His footsteps stand ^firm"" on 
the water, and are not injured ; they are as firm as a tree that is 
truly set up. ^°And the waves were lifted up on this side and 
on that, but the footsteps of our Lord Messiah stand firm and 
are not obliterated and are not defaced. "And a way has been 
appointed for those who cross after Him and for those who 
adhere to* the course of faith in Him and worship His name*. 
Hallelujah. 

^ Or perhaps y reading ^mouusxZ. with Schulthess, 'by the splendour of His 
planting.' 

2 Is. xliii. 2. ' Matt. xiv. 25. 

* I follow the correction of Flemming, ' Cf. Matt. xiv. 38. 
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Ode 39. When* I first read this Psalm I thought that we had 
another . historical landmark^ In the allusion to ^ome great accident 
connected with the sudden rise of one of the great Oriental rivers. But 
upon reflection, I have come to the conclusion that the writer is 
speaking of disasters generally, under the natural figure of a rising and 
rushing river. In such times of flood the unbelievers find no footing 
and are swept away : believers on the other hand walk the waters like 
their Lord and with their Lord. Perhaps there is a reference to 
Isaiah xliii. 2, *When thou passest through the waters I will be with 
thee.' The same promise appears to be quoted in Psalms of Solomon 
vi. 5, *When he passeth through rivers, yea, through the surge of the 
sea, he is not affrighted.' Their feet stand firm where His feet had 
«tood unmoved. Here the background of the teaching is the account 
of our Lord's walking on the sea of Galilee. The reference is valuable ^ 
for we have hardly any other allusion to events recorded in the Gospel, 
beyond the Birth, Baptism and Crucifixion, to which we have already 
referred. The paucity of parallels to the New Testament in the new 
Psalter should be one of the strongest reasons for believing that, as 
regards the major part of the collection, we are dealing with very 
early material. 

ODE 40. 

^As the honey distils from the comb of the bees, ^and the 
milk flows from the woman that loves her children*; ^so also is 
my hope on Thee, my God, *As the fountain gushes out its 
water, *so my heart gushes out the praise of the Lord and my 
lips utter praise to Him, and my tongue His psalms, ®And my 
face exults with His gladness, and my spirit exults in His love, 
and my soul shines in Him : ^and reverence confides in Him ; 
and redemption in Him stands assured : ®and His inheritance* 
is immortal life, and those who participate in it are incorrupt. 
Hallelujah. • ^^ 

Ode 40. One may say of the writer in the language of St Bernard: 
* Inebriabuntur ab ubertate domus tuae et torrente voluptatis tuae 
potabis eos (Ps. xxxv. 9). O quanta amoris visl quanta in spiritu 
libertatis fiducia.' Praise flows out of his life and from his lips as 
.honey drops from the comb or milk from. the breast God's gladness 

* Moreover, if Peter's walking on the sea is involved in the reference of the Odist, 
It is not Mark's gospel that is being quoted, nor any of the canonical four except 
Matthew. 

' Cf. Clem. Ahex. Paed, i. 6 (p. i it^) ^ikMrbprfoii mrt^l^owTa /xcwToti, 

* Following the emendation of Charles. 

O. S. 18 
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makes his face without to shine, and his soul within to be radiant. If 
mortality is not quite swallowed up of life, it is irradiated by it. There 
is assurance of faith and the confident hope of immortality. 



ODE 41. 

^ All the Lord's children will praise Him, and will collect the 
truth of His faith. ^And His children shall be known to Him. 
Therefore we will sing in His love : 'we live in the Lord by His 
grace : and life we receive in His Messiah : *for a great day has 
shined upon us : and marvellous is He who has given us of 
His glory. ^Lg^ us, therefore, all of us unite together in the 
name of the Lord, and let us honour Him in His goodness, 
®and let our faces shine in His light: and let our hearts 
meditate in His love by night and by day. TLet us exult with 
the joy of the Lord. ® All those will be astonished that see me. 
For from another race am I : ®for the Father of truth remembered 
me: He who possessed me from the beginning : ^°for His bounty 
begat me, and the thought of His heart : ^^and His Word is with 
us in all our way ; ^^the Saviour who makes alive and does not 
reject our souls : ^'the man who was humbled, and exalted by 
His own righteousness, ""^the Son of the Most High appeared in 
the perfection of His Father ; ""^and light dawned from the Word 
that was beforetime in Him ; ^®the Messiah is truly one^ ; and 
He was known before the foundation of the world, ^^that He 
might save souls for ever by the truth of His name : a new song 
'"arises"' from those who love Him. Hallelujah. 

Ode 41. This Psalm, again, is Messianic, but certainly not in the 
prophetic sense. The writer knows that the Son of God is come. 
The glorious day of which prophets spoke has dawned : the dayspring 
from on high has become the noontide glory. Christ who was 
humbled is now exalted ; the Word, who existed before the foundation 
of the world, has appeared. The language finds its nearest parallel in 
the Johannine theology. 

It is not, at first sight, quite clear what the writer means by being 
sprung fi:om another race*. Is it that he is of Gentile origin and 
persuaded to dwell in the tents of Shem ? That would agree well with 
the general Palestinian origin of the Psalms. In that case he has become 

^ Ct Ign. ad Magn, 7 dt icrxv 'Ii^oOf Xpctfr6t. 
' But see Introd. p. (kj. 
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sufficiently Hebraized to sing Zion's songs in a 2onite manner: and to 
praise God night and day, where a Gentile would naturally have done 
it by day and night. 

ODE 42. 

U stretched out my hands and approached my Lord : ^for the 
stretching of my hands is His sign: 'my expansion is the 
outspread tree which was set up on the way of the Righteous 
One\ *And I» became of no account to those who did not 
take hold of me; and I shall be with those who love me. ^All 
my persecutors are dead ; and they sought after me who 
hoped in me, because I was alive : ®and I rose up and am with 
them; and I will speak by their mouths. "^For they have 
despised those who persecuted them ; ®and I lifted up over them 
the yoke of my love ; ®like the arm of the bridegroom over the 
bride, ^°so was my yoke* over those that know me : ^^and as the 
couch that is spread in the house of the ♦'"bridegroom and bride'^^ 
""^so is my love over those that believe in me. ^' And I was not 
rejected though I was reckoned to be so. ^*I did not perish, 
though they devised '"if against me. ^*Sheol saw me and was 
made miserable : ""^death cast me up and many along with me. 
""^P had gall and bitterness', and I went down with him to the 
utmost of his' depth : ^®and the feet and the head he let go, for 
they were not able to endure my face: ^®and I made a con- 
gregation of living men amongst his dead men, and I spake 
with them by living lips: ^because my word shall not be void : 
^and those who had died ran towards me : and they cried and 
said. Son of God, have pity on us, and do with us according to 
thy kindness, ^^and bring us out from the bonds of darkness: 
and open to us the door by which we shall come out to 
thee. ^For we see that our death has not touched thee. 
^Let us also be redeemed with thee: for thou art our 

' Zahn thinks the text of this verse has been altered, and suggests ,Ai[^Ql\t^^ 
t^d'AAtt^ ^ftCneil^ 'on which the Beloved was hanged.' 

• Christ speaks. 

• Matt. xi. 19. *-* liU bridegrooms. « Cod, He. 

• Cf. Descensus ad Inferos 4 *They crucified him, and gave him gall and 
vinegar to drink. Be ready, therefore, to hold him firmly when he cometh.' Flem- 
ming objects to the correction which I have made in the text, and says we should render 
*I was gall and bitterness to him.* So.U.-S. Probably this is the right sense of the 
passage : but I am not quite satisfied. ^ or\\&\ sc. Sheol's. 
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Redeemer. ^ And I heard their voice ; and my name I scaled 
upon their heads ; ^®for they are free men and they are mine. 
Hallelujah. 

Ode 42. This Psalm concludes the collection of Odes ascribed to 
Solomon : what follows is the extant book of Solomonic Psalms. The 
collecrion up to the present point is marked in each case with a final 
Hallelujah. The remaining Psalms, with one accidental exception, are 
not marked this way. So we may add the editorial remark at the 
end of this Psalm, that * the Odes of Solomon, the Son of David, are 
ended.* 

The concluding Psalm is Christian and Messianic: its main theme 
is the descent of Christ into Hades in order to liberate the imprisoned 
souls of the fathers: and it should be read along with the extant 
apocryphal books that deal with this subject. 

Almost the whole of the Psalm is ex ore ChrisH : the writer begins, 
as in the short 29th Ode, with the statement that his lifted hands make 
the figure of the Cross of the Righteous One. But he soon diverges 
into the harrowing of hell. The imprisoned souls cry out for release to 
Him over whom death, which binds them, has no power. A congregation 
of saints is gathered in the place of the dead. They become Christ's 
free men. Incidentally an expression is used of their relation to the 
Lord which appears to be employed elsewhere: they are called, not 
the members, but the feet of the Lord. Hades disgorges both the 
head and the feet : the head is, of course, Christ ; and the feet are the 
saints of old time^ [For «;. 18 we may compare Acta Thomae c.-is6 
o5 nyv Wav ovk rjveyKav ol rov Bavdrov ap;(ovrc9.] 

The Psalm is loo highly evolved, in its imaginary treatment of the 
Descent into Hell, to be reckoned as belonging to the same period as 
the main body of the collection. Still it cannot be very much later, for 
its mystical language is in close agreement with many of the most 
beautiful of the Psalms before us : and the union of Christ with the 
Church, under the figure .of the Bridegroom and the Bride, is expressed 
with great beauty. Incidentally the textual critic will find something 
suggestive for his New Testament apparatus. The writer speaks of *the 
couch that is spread in the house of the bridegrooms,* marking the 
plural by dots in the usual Syriac manner : it is evident that he means 
*in the house of the bridegroom and the bride.* Perhaps, then, the 
curious Western reading of Matt. xxv. i, *went out to meet the 
bridegroom and the bride,* may be due to a more accurate interpretation 
of an Aramaic original than what we find in the received and edited 
texts. / 

» Cf. Ode 73. 
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PSALM 43 = Psalms of Solomon i. 

""I cried unto the Lord, when I was in affliction at my end ; 
and to God when sinners set upon me : ^for suddenly there was 
heard before me the sound of war : for He will hear me, because 
I am filled with righteousness : ^and I reckoned in my heart that 

1 was filled with righteousness : in the day that I became rich 
and was with the multitude of my children. ^Their wealth, 
however, has been given to the whole earth : and their glory as 
far as the ends of the earth. ^They were lifted up as high as the 
stars: andthey said, ^speaking without knowledge.... Tor their 
sins were in secret, and I knew them not : ®and their wickedness 
exceeded that of the nations that had been before them : and 
they defiled the sanctuary of the Lord with pollution. 

PSALM 44= Psalms of Solomon 2, 

Un the insolence of the sinful man, he cast down with 
battering rams^ the strong walls and thou didst not restrain him. 

2 And the Gentile foreigners went up on thy altar, and were 
trampling on it with their shoes in their insolence. ®For the 
children of Jerusalem had polluted the Holy House of the Lord : 
and they were profaning the offerings "to God' with wickedness. 
* Wherefore He said, Remove them, cast them away from me. 
And He did not establish with them the beauty of His glory: *it 
was rejected before the Lord : and they were utterly torn in pieces. 
® Her sons and her daughters were in bitter captivity: and on 
their neck was put the sealed yoke of the Gentiles : ^according 
to their sins, so He dealt with them : for He suffered them to 
pass into the hand of him that was stronger than they : ®for He 
turned away His face from His mercy: young men and old men 

* lit, great beams. '"' lit, of God. 
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and their children together: ® because they also had worked evil 
together, that they might not hearken unto me : ""^and the heaven 
was mightily angered, and the earth rejected them : ^^ because 
none in the earth had done therein like their doings: ^^and that 
the earth may know all thy righteous judgments, O God. ^^They 
set up the sons of Jerusalem for mockery within her, in the place of 
harlots; and every one that transgressed S was transgressing as if 
before the sun : while they made sport in their villainies, as they 
were used to do. ^*In the face of the sun they made a show 
of their villainies. And the daughters of Jerusalem were 
polluted according to thy judgments; ^^for they had polluted 
themselves in lustful intercourse. My belly and my bowels are 
pained over these things. ""^But I will justify thee, O Lord, in 
the Uprightness of my heart ; because in thy judgments is thy 
righteousness, O God. ^^ For thou dost reward sinful men accord- 
ing to their deeds : and according to their wicked and bitter sins. 
^®Thou didst disclose their sins, in order that thy judgment 
might be known : ^®and Thou didst blot out their remembrance 
from the earth. God is a judge and righteous, and accepteth no 
man's person. ^opQ^ the Gentiles reproached Jerusalem, in their 
wickedness, and her beauty was cut off from the throne of His' 
glory. 2' And she was covered with sackcloth instead of 
beauteous raiment : and there was a rope on her head instead 
of a crown. ^She cast off from her the dazzling* glory which 
God had put upon her : ^^and in contempt her beauty was cast 
away on the ground. ^And I beheld and I besought the face 
of the Lord, and I said : Enough ! Thou hast made thy hand 
heavy, G Lord, upon Israel, by the bringing in of the Gentiles : 
^for they have mocked and not pitied, in anger; ^^and in 
reproach they are consumed, unless thou, O Lord, shalt restrain 
them in thy wrath. ^For it was not in zeal that they did ^this"^, 
but in the lust of the soul : ^®that they might pour out their 
wrath upon us in plundering us. But thou, O Lord, delay not to 
recompense them upon their own heads : ^to cast down the pride 
of the dragon to contempt ®° And I delayed not until the Lord 
showed me his insolence smitten on the mountains of Egypt : and 
despised more than him that is least on land and on sea : ^and his 
body coming on the waves in much contempt, and none to bury 

^ O, passed by. « Gk. her. ' Gk. her diadem of glory. 
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'"him'^. *^ Because He had rejected him with scorn, for he did 
not consider that he is a man. And the end he did not regard. 
^For he said ; I will be lord of land and sea : and he knew not 
that the Lord is God, great and mighty and powerful, ^and He 
is King over Heaven and over Earth : and He judges kingdoms 
and princes, ^He who raiseth me up in glory and layeth low* 
the proud in contempt, not temporal but eternal ; because they 
knew Him ^not"^. 

'® And now, behold, ye great ones of the earth, the judgment 
of the Lord, for He is a righteous King, and judges what is under 
the whole heaven. ^^ Bless ye the Lord, ye who fear the Lord 
reverently : for the mercies of the Lord are on them that fear 
Him with judgment, ^to separate between the righteous and the 
sinful, and to reward the sinful for ever according to their deeds: 
^and to be gracious to the righteous after their oppression 
by sinners : and to reward the sinful for what he has done that 
is right : ^because the Lord is kind to those that call upon Him 
in patience, to do according to His mercy to His saints: so as 
to stand before Him at all times in strength. ♦^Blessed is the 
Lord for ever by His servants. 

PSALM 45 = Psalms of Solomon 3. 

'Why sleepest thou, my soul, and dost not bless the Lord? 
^Sing a new song to God and keep vigil in His watch. For a 
psalm is good ^to sing"^ to God out of a good heart. ^The 
righteous will ever make mention of the Lord : in confession and 
in righteousness are the judgments of the Lord. *The righteous 
will never neglect', when he is chastened by the Lord : because 
his will is always before the Lord. *The righteous stumbles and 
justifies God : he falls and I wait* what the Lord will do to him. 
®And he looks to see from whence his salvation comes. "^The 
stability of the righteous is from God their Saviour : for in the 
house of the righteous there does not lodge sin upon sin : 
® because He always visits the house of the righteous to remove 
the sins of his transgressions. ®And He delivers his soul, in 
whatever he has sinned without knowledge, by fasting and by 
humiliation : ""^and the Lord purifies every holy man andhis house. 

^ Gk. KOifd^wv and so Sjrr. 

* =Gk. dXiYw/n7<r<(: cf. Prov. iii. ii ; Heb. xii. 5. ' Read, *and he waits.' 
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^^But the sinner stumbleth and curseth his own life, and the day 
in which he was born: and the birth-pangs of his mother; ^^and 
he adds sin upon sin to his life : ^^he falls, and because his fall is 
grievous, he rises not again : for the destruction of the sinner is 
for ever : ^*and He will not remember him when He visits the 
righteous : ^^this is the portion of sinners for ever. ^®But those 
who fear the Lord shall rise to eternal life : and their life shall 
be in the light of the Lord, and he will not fail any more. 
[Hallelujah^] 

PSALM 46 (47) = Psalms of Solomon 4. 

^ Why sittest thou, O wicked man, in the congregation of the 
righteous : and thy heart is far removed from God ; and by thy 
wickedness thou provokest to anger the God of Israel, ^exceed- 
ingly by thy words, and exceedingly by thy ^outward"" signs, 
more than all men ? He who is severe in his words in his con- 
demnation of sinners in judgment, ^and his hand is the first to 
be on him, as though '"he acted"* in zeal : and he is guilty himself 
of all kinds of sinful crimes : *his eyes are upon every woman 
immodestly : and his tongue lies when he answers with oaths. 
^In the night and in the darkness, as if he were not seen ; by 
his eyes he talketh with every woman in the cunning of 
wickedness : ®and he is quick to go into every house with joy, 
as if he had no wickedness. ^God shall remove those who 
judge with respect of persons : but He lives with the upright, in 
the corruption of his body and in the poverty of his life. ®God 
will disclose the deeds of those who are men-pleasers : in scorn 
and derision are his works: ®and let the saints justify the judgment 
of their God, when the wicked shall be removed from before the 
righteous : ^°the accepter of persons who talks law with guile, 
^^and his eyes are on a house, quietly like a serpent, to dispel 
the wisdom of each one by words of villainy : ^^his words are 
with an evil intent, with a view to the working of the lust of the 
wicked : ^^and he does not remove until he has scattered in 
bereavement, and has desolated the house because of his sinful 
lust. """^And he supposes in his words that there is none that 
sees and judges : ^^and he is filled with this sinfulness ; and his 

* This is an addition by the scribe, under the influence of the Odes of Solomon, 
which he has been copying. 
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eyes are on another house to devastate it with words of prodi- 
gah'ty: and his soul is, like Sheol, never satisfied. ^®For all 
these things, let ^his portion"'*, O Lord, be before thee in 
dishonour ; let his going out be with groans and his coming in 
with curses: ^^in pains, and in poverty and in destitution, O 
Lord, let his life be : let his sleep be in anguish and his waking 
in vexation : ^®let sleep be removed from his eyeh'ds by night : 
let him fall from every work of hrs hands in dishonour ; ^®and 
let him enter his house empty-handed : and let his house be 
destitute of everything that can satisfy his soul : ^^and from 
his offspring let not one draw near unto him: ^let the flesh of 
the hypocrites be scattered by wild beasts; and the bones of 
the wicked be before the sun in dishonour : ^^let the ravens pick 
oiit the eyes of those who are men-pleasers : ^atecause they 
have laid waste many houses of men in dishonour: and have 
scattered them in lust : ^and they remembered not God ; nor 
feared God in all these things ; ^and they provoked God, 
and He was angered to destroy them from the earth ; because 
with crafty intent they had played the hypocrite with innocent 
souls. 2® Blessed are they that fear the Lord in their innocency : 
2^ and the Lord will save them from all the cunning and wicked 
men ; and He will redeem us from every stumblingJ^lock of the 
wicked. ^May God destroy all them that work fraud with 
pride' : for a strong judge is the Lord our God in righteousness ; 
^let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon all them that love thee. 

PSALM 47 (48)= Psalms of Solomon 5. 

""O Lord my God, I will praise thy name with exultation, 
amongst those that know thy righteous judgments. ^For thou 
art gracious and merciful, and the place of refuge of the poor. 
3 When I cry unto thee, be not thou silent unto me. "^For one 
does not take spoil from the strong man : ^or who shall take 
aught from what thou hast made, unless thou give it him? 
® Because he is man, and his portion is before thee in the 
balance : and he shall not add aught to better it apart from thy 
judgment, Q God. ^In our afflictions we call thee to our help : 
and thou hast not turned away our petition : for thou art our 
God. ® Delay not thou thy hand from us : lest we be strengthened 

» Syr. let him. ' /«/. excess. 

o. s, 19 
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to sin: ®and turn not away thy face from us, lest we remove 
away from thee : but to thee we will come : ^°for if I should 
be hungry, O Lord, unto thee will I cry, O God: and thou 
wilt bestow. '"''For the fowl and the fish thou dost feed. 
When thou givest rain in the desert to cause the grass to 
spring up, ""^to prepare food in the wilderness for every living 
thing, and if they shall be hungry, unto thee will they lift 
up their faces : ""^ kings and rulers and peoples thou dost 
provide for, O God : and the hope of the poor and the 
miserable, who is it except thyself, O Lord ? ^*and thou wilt 
answer him, because thou art kind and gentle : and his soul shall 
be satisfied when thou openest thy hand in mercy. ^*For the 
kindness of a man is with parsimony ; to-day and to-morrow ; 
and if it should be that he repeats his gift and does not grumble, 
'"well!"' that is a wonder! ""^But thy bounty is plenteous in 
kindness and in wealth ; and there is no expectation towards 
thee that He will be sparing in gifts^ ^^For over all the earth is 
thy mercy, O Lord, in kindness. ""^ Blessed is the man whom the 
Lord shall remember in poverty : for that a man should exceed 
his measure means that he will sin. ^® Sufficient is a low estate 
with righteousness": 2° for those that fear the Lord are pleased 
with good things: and thy grace is on Israel in thy Kingdom: 
^blessed be the glory of the Lord, for He is our King. 

PSALM 48 (49) = Psalms of Solomon 6. . 

^Blessed is the man whose heart is prepared to call upon the 
name of the Lord : ^and when he shall' remember the name of 
the Lord, he will be saved. ^His ways are directed from before 
the Lord : and the works of his hands are preserved by his God : 
*and'"in"' the evil vision of the night his soul shall not be moved, 
because he is His : ^knd his soul shall not be affi'ighted in the 
passing through the rivers, and in the tumult of the seas. ®For 
he rose from his sleep and praised the name of the Lord, ^and 
in the quiet of his heart he sang psalms to the name of the 
Lord : and he made request from the face of the Lord con- 
cerning all his house : ®and the Lord hears the prayer of every 

^ The Gk. o5 ^<rT«» M o"€ has been misread oiJir iffruf ri. 

' The Syriac has omitted a sentence of the Greek by a common transcriptional 
error. Add "^and herein ij* ihe blessing of the Lord that a man be satisfied in 
righteousness"*. 
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one that is in His fear, and every petition of the soul that trusts 
in Him ; and the Lord fulfils it. ^Blessed is he who doeth mercy 
upon them that love Him in truth. 

PSALM 49 (so) = Psalms of Solomon 7. 

^Remove not thy tabernacle from us, O Lord, lest those 
rise up against us who hate us without a cause : ^for thou hast 
put them away, O God, that their foot may not tread the 
inheritance of thy sanctuary. ^Thou in thy good pleasure 
chasten me and deliver us not over to the Gentiles. *For if 
thou shouldest send death, it is thou who givest it command 
against us ; *for thou art the Merciful One, and wilt not be 
angry so as to consume us utterly. ®For because of thy Name 
that encamps amongst us, mercies shall be upon us : and the 
Gentiles shall not be able to prevail against us, ^for thou art our 
strength : and we will call upon thee and thou wilt answer us : 
•for thou wilt be gracious to the seed of Israel, for ever, and 
thou wilt not forget him* : •thou wilt establish us in the time of 
thy help, to show favour to the house of Jacob, in the day that is 
prepared for them. 

PSALM 50 (51) = Psalms of Solomon 8. 

^Distress and the sound of war mine ears have heard, the 
sound of the trumpet, and the noise of slaughter and destruction : 
^the sound of much people like a mighty and frequent wind : 
like the tempest of fire which comes over the wilderness. •And 
I said to my heart : Where will he judge him ? *I heard a sound 
in Jerusalem, the Holy City; •the bonds of my loins were 
loosed at the report* : and my knees trembled, •and my bones 
were moved like flax. ^And 1 said, They will make straight 
their paths in righteousness and I remembered the judgments 
of the Lord, from the creation of the heaven and the earth : and 
I justified God in all His judgments from the beginning*. •But 
God laid bare their sins before the sun: and to all the earth 
was made known the righteous judgments of the Lord. •For in 

* The Syriac has dropped the sentence : 'and we are under thy yoke for ever, and 
under the scourge of thy chastening.' 

^ Gk. adds: and my heart. was afraid. ' lit, from eternity. 
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secret places of the earth were they doing evil ; ^°tfie son had 
connexion with the mother and the father with the daughter: 
"and all of them committed adultery with their neighbours* 
wives: and they made solemn covenants amongst themselves 
concerning these things: ^^they were plundering the House of 
God's Holiness, as if there was none to inherit and to deliver. 
^3 And they were treading His sanctuary in all their pollutions, 
and in the time* of their separation they polluted the sacrifices, 
as common meat : ^"^and they left no sins which they did not 
commit, and even worse than the Gentiles. ^^For this cause 
God mingled for them a spirit of error, and caused them to 
drink a living cup for drunkenness : ^®He brought him from the 
other side of the world, the one that afflicts grievously : ^^and he 
decrees war against Jerusalem and against her land : ^® and the 
judges of the land met him with joy : and they said to him : Thy 
path shall be ordered, come, enter in peace. ^®They levelled 
the lofty paths' for his entering : they opened the doors against 
Jerusalem : and they crowned the walls, ^o^nd he entered like 
a father into the house of his children, in peace : and he set his 
feet '"there"' in great firmness : ^and they took possession of the 
towers and the walls of Jerusalem. ^For God brought him 
in assurance against their error: ^^and they destroyed their 
princes because he was cunning in counsel: and they poured 
out the -blood of the dwellers in Jerusalem like the water of 
uncleanness : ^and he carried off their sons and daughters, who 
had been ^born"" in pollution, ^and had wrought their pollution 
even as also their fathers had done. ^And Jerusalem defiled 
even those things that were consecrated to the name of God.: 
^and God was justified in His judgments upon the nations of 
the earth, ^Sand the saints of God were as innocent lambs 
in their midst. ^God is to be praised who judges all the 
earth in His righteousness. ^Behold, O God, thou hast shown 
us ^thy judgments"'* in thy righteousness, ®^and our eyes have 
seen thy judgments, O God : and we have justified thy name 
that is honoured for ever. 

^For thou art a God of righteousness: who judgest Israel 
with chastening. ^Turn thy mercy towards us and be 
gracious to us : ^and gather the dispersion of Israel, in mercy 

* ///. blood. » lit, paths of elevation. • Cod. om. 
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and in kindness : ^for thy faithfulness is with us : and we are 
stiff-necked, and thou art our chastener : ^®do not desert us, 
O our God ! lest the Gentiles should swallow us up, as though 
there were none to deliver : ^^and thou art our God from the 
beginning, and upon thee is our hope, O Lord : ®®and we will 
not depart from thee, for thy judgments are good ; ^®upon us' 
and upon our children is thy good will for ever, O Lord God, 
our Saviour, and we shall not \>e shaken again, for ever. ^The 
Lord is to be praised for His judgments by the mouth of His 
saints: *^and blessed is Israel from the Lord for evermore. 

PSALM 51 (52)= Psalms of Solomon 9. 

^When Israel went forth into captivity to a strange land, 
because they departed from the Lord their Saviour : ^then were 
they cast out from the inheritance that God gave them : 
amongst all the Gentiles was the dispersion of Israel, according 
to the word of God, ^that thou mightest be justified, O God, in 
thy righteousness over our wickedness : *for thou art a just 
Judge over all the peoples of the earth. ^For there will not 
be hidden from thy knowledge any one who doeth wicked- 
ness : ®and the righteousness of thy upright ones, O Lord, is 
before thee. And where shall a man be hidden from thy 
knowledge, O God ? ^For we work by free-will and the choice 
of our own souls to do either good or evil by the work of our 
hands : ®and in thy righteousness thou dost visit the children 
of men. ®For he who does righteousness lays up a treasure of 
life with the Lord : and he who does wickedness incurs judgment 
upon his soul in perdition. 

^°For His judgments are in righteousness upon every man and 
his house. "For with whom wilt thou deal graciously, O God, 
unless with them that call upon the Lord? ^^For he purifies 
the sins of the soul by confession, ^^ because shame is on us and 
our faces because of all these things. ^*For to whom will He 
remit sins except to those that have sinned ? ^^For the 
righteous thou dost bless, and dost not reprove them for any of 
their sins; for thy grace is on those that have sinned when they 
have repented. ""^And, now, thou art our God: and we are 
thy people whom thou hast loved : behold and have mercy, O 
God of Israel ; for thine are we : remove not thy compassions 

'9—3 
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from us, lest the Gentiles should set upon us : ^^for thou hast 
chosen the seed of Abraham rather than all the Gentiles, ^®and 
thou hast put on us thy Name, O Lord : and thou wilt not 
remove for ever. ^®Thou didst surely covenant with our fathers 
concerning us : and we hope in thee, in the repentance of our 
souls. 20jhg mercies over the house of Israel are of the Lord, 
now and evermore. 

PSALM 52 (S3) = Psalms of Solomon 10. 

^Blessed is the man whom God remembers with reproof: 
and He has restrained him from the way of evil by stripes: so as 
to be purified from his sin, that he may not abound ""therein"^. 
^For he who prepares his loins for beating shall also be purified : 
for He is good to those that receive His chastening. ^For the 
way of the righteous is straight, and His chastisement does not 
turn it aside. *For the face^ of the Lord is upon them that 
love Him in truth, and the Lord will remember His servants in 
mercy. ^For the testimony is in the law of the everlasting 
covenant : the testimony of the Lord is in the ways^ of the 
children of men, by ""His"" visitations. ® Righteous and upright 
is our God in all His judgments : and Israel will praise the name 
of the Lord with joy. ^And the saints shall give thanks in 
the congregation of the people : and on the poor the Lord will 
have mercy, in the gladness of Israel. ®For God is kind and 
merciful for ever : and the congr^ations of Israel shall praise 
the name of the Lord : ®for of the Lord is the salvation upon the 
house of Israel, unto the everlasting kingdom ^ 

PSALM S3 (S4) = Psalms of Solomon il 

^Blow ye ""the trumpet"" in Zion, the certain trumpet of the 
saints : ^proclaim in Jerusalem the voice of the heralds, because 
God is merciful to Israel in His visitation. ^ Stand up on high^ 
Jerusalem, and behold thy children, who are all being gathered 
from the East and the West by the Lord : *and from the North 
they come to the joy of their God : and from the far-away 
islands God gathereth them. ^ Lofty mountains has He humbled 
and made plain before them ; and the hills fled away before their 

^ Gk. mercy (Acof). - Gk. gladness, ewppocvvtjv. 

' Banich v. 5—8. 
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entrance : ®the cedar* gave shelter to them as they passed by : 
and every tree of sweet odour God made to breathe* upon them : 
^in order that Israel might pass by in the visitation of the glory 
of their God. ®0 Jerusalem, put on the garments of thy glory ; 
and make ready thy robe of holiness. For God speaks good 
things to Israel, now and ever. ®May the Lord do what He 
hath spoken concerning Israel : and concerning Jerusalem : may 
the Lord raise up Israel in the name of His glory. May the 
mercies of the Lord be upon Israel, now and evermore. 

PSALM 54 (55) = Psalms of Solomon 12. 

^O Lord, save my soul from the perverse and wicked man 
and from the whispering and transgressing tongue, that speaks 
lies and deceit. ^For in the response of his words is the 
tongue of the transgressor' : for he shows like one whose deeds 
are fair, and kindles fire among the people. ^For his sojourning 
is to fill* (set fire to) houses by his lying talk : for the trees of 
his delight he will cut down with the flame ""of his tongue"" that 
does lawlessly. *He has destroyed the houses of the trans- 
gressors by war : and the slandering* lips God has removed 
from the innocent, the lips of transgressors : and the bones of 
the slanderer shall be scattered far from those who fear the 
Lord. *By flaming fire He will destroy the slanderous tongue 
from among the upright, and their houses. ®And the Lord 
shall preserve^ the soul of the righteous who hateth them that are 
evil : and the Lord shall establish the man that makes peace in 
the house of the Lord. ^Of the Lord is salvation upon Israel 
His servant for ever : ®and the sinners shall perish together from 
before the face of the Lord : and the saints of the Lord shall 
inherit the promises of the Lord. 

PSALM 55 (56) = Psalms of Solomon 13. 

^The right hand of the Lord has covered \is: the right hand 
of the Lord has spared us : ^and the arm of the Lord has saved 

^ Gk. ol Spvfiolt the groves. 

^ Gk. dU'^retXev, caused to rise. Con*, the Syriac to ^Zi^ (Schulthess). 

' The Greek of this passage is obscure. 

* The translator read ifiwXriirai for 4furpri<rai. 

•~* Cod. om. • /i/. whispering. 

"^ Better : * and may the Lord preserve ' as in Gk. : and so in following clauses. 
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me from the spear that goes through and from famine and the 
pestilence of sinners. ^Evil beasts ran upon them: and with 
their teeth were tearing their flesh; and with their jaw-teeth* were 
breaking their bones. But us the Lord has delivered from all these 
things. *But the wicked man was troubled on account of his 
transgression : lest he should be broken along with the evil men. 
^Because dread is the fall of the wicked : but the righteous not 
one of these things shall touch. ®For one cannot compare the 
chastening of the righteous who have ^sinned"' ignorantly with 
the overthrow of evil men who sin 'knowingly. ^ For the righteous 
is chastened' so that the sinner will not exult over him. ®For 
the righteous He will admonish as His beloved son' ; and his 
chastening is like that of the first-born : ®for the Righteous One 
will spare His saints, and their transgressions He will blot out by 
His chastisement For the life of the righteous is for ever. 
^^But sinners shall be cast into perdition : and their memorial 
shall no more be found. ^^But upon the saints shall be the 
mercy of the Lord. He will cherish all them that fear Him. 

PSALM 56 (57) = Psalms of Solomon 14. 

^The Lord is faithful to them that love Him in truth : even to 
them that abide His chastening: to them who walk in righteous- 
ness in His commandments : He has given us the Law for our 
life: ^and the saints of the Lord shall live thereby for ever. 
The Paradise of the Lord, the trees of life, are His saints : ^and 
the planting of them is sure for ever ; nor shall they be rooted 
up all the days of the heaven. For the portion of the Lord and 
His inheritance is Israel. *Not so are the sinners and evil men, 
those who have loved a day in the participation of sin : for in 
the brevity of wickedness is their lust ; *and they did not 
remember God ; that the ways of the children of men are open 
before Him continually : and the secrets* of the heart He knoweth 
before they come to pass : ^therefore their inheritance is Sheol, 
and Perdition and Darkness : and in the day of mercy upon the 
righteous they shall not be found. ^For the saints of the Lord 
shall inherit life in delight. 

^ Or molars : rendering the Greek /tt/Xcu literally, as Wellhausen has observed : 
it should have been f^sE-H^i. 

•~' Or perhaps : For the righteous is chastened secretly. (See Ryle and James, 
ad loc.) 

' Corr. 'He will cause the righteous to inherit Him.' *' lit. secret places. 
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PSALM 57 (58) = Psalms of Solomon 15. 

Un my affliction I called on the name of the Lord, and for 
my help I called on the God of Jacob : and I was delivered, 
^because thou, O God, art the hope and the refuge of the poor. 
^For who that is strong will praise thee in truth? *and what is 
the strength of a man, except that he should praise thy name? 
*A new song with the voice in the delight of the heart: the 
fruit of the lips with the instrument attuned to the tongue : the 
firstfruit of the lips from a heart that is holy and just. ®He 
that doeth these things shall never be moved by evil : the flame 
of fire and the anger of sinners shall not touch them, ^when it 
goeth forth against the sinners from before the Most High to 
root up all the roots of sinners : ^because the sign of the Lord 
is upon the righteous for their salvation : death and the 
spear and famine shall remove from the righteous ; ®for they 
shall flee from them, as death flees from life : but they shall 
pursue after the wicked and catch them : and those who do evil 
shall not escape from the judgment of the Lord : for they will 
get before them like skilled warriors: ^^for the sign of destruction 
is upon their faces. ^^ And the inheritance of sinners is Perdition 
and Darkness : and their iniquity shall pursue them down to the 
lower hell, ^^^j^j ^heir inheritance shall not be found by their 
children : ^^for their sins shall lay waste the houses of sinners: 
and sinners shall perish for ever in the day of the Lord's 
judgment : ^* when God visits the earth with His judgment. ^*And 
upon those who fear the Lord there shall be mercy therein ; and 
they shall live in the compassion of our God : and sinners shall 
perish unto eternity^ 

PSALM 58 (59) = Psalms of Solomon 16. 

^ When my soul declined a little from the Lord, I had almost 
been In the lapses of the sleep of destruction ; and when I was 
far away from the Lord, ^my soul had almost been poured out 
to death, hard by the gates of Sheol along with the sinners : 
^and when my soul declined from the God of Israel, unless the 
Lord had helped me by His mercy which is for ever — ! *He 

* lit, the time of eternity. 
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pricked me, like the spur of the horse, according to His 
watchfulness : my Saviour and Helper at all times is He : He 
saved me: ^I will praise thee, O God, because thou hast helped 
me with thy salvation : and hast not reckoned me with sinners 
for destruction. ® Withdraw not thy mercy from me, O God: 
and let not the remembrance of thee remove from my heart until 
I die : ^save me, O Lord, from the wicked sinful woman, and from 
every wicked woman who sets traps for the simple : ®and let not 
the beauty of a wicked woman lead me astray, nor any sin that 
is, ®and establish the work of my hands before thee : and 
preserve my walk in the remembrance of thee. ^°My tongue 
and my lips in words of truth do thou establish: anger and 
unreasonable passion do thou remove from me : ^^ grumbling and 
little-mindedness in affliction do thou remove from me : for if I 
shall sin when thou hast chastened me, it is for repentance: 
^^but by thy good-will establish my soul : and when thou shalt 
strengthen my soul, whatever has been given shall be sufficient 
for me : ^^for if thou strengthenest me not, who can endure thy 
chastening in poverty ? ^*for a soul shall be reproved^ in his flesh 
and by the affliction of poverty : ^*and when a righteous man 
shall endure these things, mercy shall be upon him from the Lord. 

PSALM 59 (60) = Psalms of Solomon 17. 

^O Lord, thou art our King, now and for ever: for in thee, 
O God, our soul shall glory. ^And what is the life of man 
upon the earth ? for according to his time, so also is his hope. 
^But we hope on God our Saviour : for the stronghold of our 
God is for ever according to mercy: *and the Kingdom of our 
God is over the Gentiles for ever with judgment *Thou, O 
Lord, didst choose David for king over Israel : and thou didst 
swear to him concerning his seed, that their kingdom should not 
be removed from before thee. ®But for our sins sinners rose up 
against us : and they set upon us, and removed me far away : 
they to whom thou gavest no command have taken by violence, 
^and have not glorified thy honourable name with praises : and 
they have set up a kingdom instead of that which was their pride. 
®They laid waste the throne of David in exultation of their 
changed But thou wilt overthrow them, and wilt remove their 

' Or (see note to text) : thou wilt reprove. 
^ RecuUng dXXd7Aiarof. 
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seed from the earth : ®even when there shall rise up against them 
a man that was a stranger to our race. ^° According to their 
sins, thou wilt reward them, O God : and it shall befall them 
according to their works. ^^ And thou wilt not have mercy upon 
them, O God. Command their seed, and do not leave a single 
one of them. ^^Th^ Lord is faithful in all His judgments which 
He has done upon the earth. ^^The wicked man^ has devastated 
our land, so that there is none to dwell therein. They have 
destroyed both young and old and their children together. ^*In 
the splendour of his wrath he sent them away to the West, and 
the princes of the land to mockery without sparing. ^*In his 
foreign way the enemy exults, and his heart is alien from our 
God. ^® And Jerusalem did all things' according as the Gentiles 
did in their cities to their gods. ^^And the children of the 
covenant took hold of them in the midst of the mingled Gentiles : 
and there was none amongst them that did mercy and truth in 
Jerusalem. ^®They that love the assemblies of the saints fled 
away from them : and they flew like sparrows who fly from 
their nests : ^®and they were wandering in the wilderness, in 
order to save their soul from evil : and precious in their 
eyes was the sojourning with them of any soul that was saved 
from them. ^Over all the earth they were scattered by the 
wicked. Therefore were the heavens restrained that they should 
not send down rain upon the earth, ^land the everlasting 
fountains were restrained, both the abysses, and from the lofty 
mountains: because there was none among them who did 
righteousness and judgment ; from their ruler to the lowest of 
them they were sinning in everything. ^The king was in trans- 
gression, and the judge in wrath, and the people in sin. 
2^ Behold, O Lord, and raise up to them their king, the Son of 
David, according to the time which thou seest, O God : and let 
Him reign over Israel thy servant, ^and strengthen Him with 
power that He may humble the sinful rulers : ^and may purify 
Jerusalem from the Gentiles who trample her down to destruc- 
tion, ^®so as to destroy the wicked from my inheritance : and to 
break their pride like a potter's vessel : to break with a rod of 
iron all their firmness : ^to destroy the sinful Gentiles with the 
word of His mouth : at His rebuke the Gentiles shall flee from 
before His face : and to confute sinners by the word of their 

' Gk. oPOfMs, not dvtfios. ' Gk.^do-a iwotrifftv *IepovadKi^fi, 
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heart : ^that He may gather together a holy people that shall 
exult in righteousness : and may judge the tribes of the people 
whom the Lord His God sanctified : ^^and He shall not any more 
suffer sin to lodge amongst them ; and no more shall dwell 
amongst them the man that knoweth evil. ^For He knoweth 
them that they are all the children of God, and He shall divide 
them according to their tribes upon the earth : ®^and the sojourner 
and the foreigner shall not dwell with them : for He will judge 
the Gentiles and the peoples in the wisdom of His righteousness : 
^^and He shall possess a people from among the Gentiles : and 
they shall serve Him under His yoke : and they shall praise the 
Lord openly over all the earth : ®^and He shall purify Jerusalem 
in holiness, as it was of old time : ^that the Gentiles may come 
from the ends of the earth to behold His glory : bringing her sons 
with them as an honourable gift ; those who were scattered from 
her, 3*and to see the glory of the Lord wherewith He hath glorified 
her: and He the righteous king, taught of God, is over them: ^®and 
there is no wicked person in His days amongst them, because they 
are all righteous, and their king is the Lord Messiah : ^^for He 
will not trust on horse nor on his rider ; nor on the bow : nor 
shall He multiply to himself gold and silver for war: nor shall 
He rely on a multitude in the day of war : ^for the Lord . 

(Caetera desunt.) 
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A^^ i*^ ^^^^K' A..v^ .K'Aiaua .^^1.1 K'ia^ ^^^ocoiiiAa 
^^coiu3iat9 ^^^^K' -^fiao .K'oAk'.i ^^^^OlK' rdlia ^..^ocnJA^ 

KlinJo^ .cDiiaAA.il.i K'AeoA^jca K'iiccsibK'ei rtlsirgitk, «^_ry:i.i 
»cniiA»,iiTio .CDixJ iiMjii »CDaiiii\^i3 .f<lsaA:k,y ^ K ^*«i^ 

.miiii T^iflLftK' ^AuJdo .ifik^ .CD^ujoajLii K^vm^jmI .f<l:^ir<^:i 
>co f^l*i:9Q.i co^aAx.ii K^uj^mIo^ .^oii-sn oi.*iaiir<':i «^^cb 
K'cvAk' ^ .?k\.*^ rdAA.ll f^v\*»i OCDO .K'cqAk' mitiTl 

i^J^ kA.i A\'*w37 .f^L^ijso kUmxm ^^cn\\ *gBO .^iJLA:i.a 

.rd^iz..lC iA\^ f^l*i»38 .rds3Vi.i rtlSQCUa rC'relL^to 

Caetera desunt. 

* The translator read In as oti. 

y Gk. Acu>v9 l^^v. 

^~* The Gk. is ^kpovrvi Bwpa rov^ l^aOivtiKora^ vlov% avr^s. The Syriac 
seems to render a Gk. i^tixrOevTa^y which is a better reading, though perhaps 
it may be a conjecture. 
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^i^i.l K'H^^ VyK' CUii^iCI .f^JLttUt.! K'^ULCO^ DO CO ^^s«jji:i 
^ «^_coiz.&i jaiftsaX .K^i-a^JSoa >ocd^ ^ V^^o '^ .^coUo ^ 
ft^T ft 1.1 ooiiaaiioii^ ^^^cn ■ l V ^ n iiocp K^iAO^o •r^lxa.a 
«^_^CDi.ia9- r^cco r^^ir^ cn\%n^ ^^^ocaabo Aocp f<ioi&icsa.i 

Klsnocoi\ ^ o.iAfti^i^K'o .>lab. ^.1 r<\ on^o^' .rt^Jk.iK' A^ 
.r<'i\aAA.il aa^.i ..^^ccaa K'cco iu\.i A\pff .Klsni K'lC^ ^o 
^^^oxftiur^ ^^_ooafticuL.|X Klsn.T^o >^ ocn 1 t >^ ^sn .KIIaIO 
.K'iicai^tsaaP f<lLft.ic tCoo^K" t<\cua rd^Lsn^ .^oo&i^ A^ka 
«^^ocQ^isa\ «^oc«A yxxnr^o f<LkXsn >u»^ •K'iu^^^io K^so-^o 
Ajk. .v^*ani.i .K'cvAk' ^K" rt'vu.i^ r^Lx-ais .:|a03:i coiaX 
.r^cuk..! Kliaui v^Sttl.i r^LJUjjo >caAflU»ei^ .vvaa^ A^r^ifia* 

^^^ccoiioz*^ oA^ KlXli&.l f^\yigi jit>T^\ .r^iuL&.i Kl^^it 
^^^Oai^ coiiT<^a .aisno^ ^\saa t<Xd:k. f<*w^\i c.^iaadol^ 

Aoii r^o^ .caorAK" r^L^ijao jl:ia:9q.i rdso^.! K'iuaHaL. ^^.o^o 
•acii K1\d ^^^.CcoioAsa r<^iljt^ >iiaaii.*| 



" The translator has referred iirXavtavro to the sparrows, 
o For TTopotictas ^x^' the translator read vapoucCa i/^x^^* C^« "^^te * on 
previous page. 

p Gk. iv aTTct^c^i. 

^ Gk. cIScs (JL). Gebhardt conjectures ciXov. ' = Gk. KaOapurat. 

» Gk. adds iv aoKf^u^ cv Sucaxoiriyy : probably by an eye-error to z^. 31. 

^ Gk. wToaraaiv, Cf. Ps. xv. 7. " vid. sup. Ps. xvL 14. 

^ Gk. ov a<l>riYija'eraL, 
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r^iiaaAjdQ osn»o .K'AukaLX.iua r^viAJsa v^oxA cuioul^ r^o 
^^^ooo^ii >uiiiei •i^.^K' Jicuua^ii ^ ^.i ^K'o ^^^oo nft\t » AT .3^ 
• K'cvAt^ ^.^_aar^ •^oifikii ^^^ool'oni^ vyK'^® .^.l K'Auanx. 

t<i\\y oIam .OiJl^ A^.1 >i3 ^'^W KlXcUL. ^iuf^^^ 

l.V. CDU^oi.!^ K'i^CULa'^ .r<'34Jkdkr<' ^^^cn % \ .no r<nft>o 
KlXo f<jjiaaA Kl^if^".! ciix*iAo >f^Ji\*w\ Klsn:u. ^.^f^' 
ocd »i^tiU oaa\c •Klaa.iWa icoa^ULSn r<'^i&€aa'^ .cm 

^^^_0€«A coco ^%Auf<o^'^ ^..^ooxftcolr^^ «^_ocoivu'.*lJ9aa o:i2Lk. 

« Gk. aX\<£yfiaTos but the Copenhagen MS. aXoXoyfiaTo?. 
<^Gk. + d^€oV 
K Gk. cXciyo-cts or ^Xciyo-ai. 

^ The Gk. is c^pcvnTo-c.Kai ovic a^Kci^... which the Syr. has turned into 
imperatives. The meaning of :iaas^ is obscure. 

* The Gk. is Iv opyy #caAAous avrov, for which the Syr. has read cv icoXXct 
opyrj^ avrov, 

^ The translator read IvoC-qatv [- €v] *l€poiMraXi7/Li and omits o<ra. 

* Reading rots ^cots or tovs ^covs with JLH for which Gebhardt con- 
jectured Tov a^cVovs. 

*" This agrees with Gebhardt's reading ovk tjv h atmu? 6 ttokSv h 'Icpov- 
<raX^/Li 2X€os Kttt aXi/^ciav. The Gk. MSS. vary between d w-ouSv ^ fic(r<p ^ 
ouTois ^i' and d ^oieSv Iv avVots Iv fita-if. May it not, however, be the case that 
the Syr. ^oQ>muaa stands for iv fiiata iv avrots? For ^^tjc the MS. has 
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ift^ »^^ .hXsn AtJlK" rtU^orda ^i^Tft \ iioicuL.iei^ r^i^l" 
lis. K'iic.iM.i ^.1 ft^ii-i^" •K'iiaaA^ iu.ii^ S& Kl\gur^ 
.^.aOXftilK'.l pQ.i» tA A&fiftl .»T^A .IajjAi ^.1 n&O ,»¥0k 1 

rtlyJiof^AC coittiaa ^i^LaL&i^ ^^^oa^di^ v^^^ .^t<^Aiai\fti^a 
»CDai^ ^^ooni .^coa r<lA«.ii iiitaai .ifiko'^ .coi\cuLifis:S)Q.i 

'-'■ A literal rendering of 6\i.yoiln)x^a. 

* Cod. c iu^ ^TiS t Cod. c adds ^^ 

" Cod. c adds iu^ 

V The translator has omitted the difficult line [iy tw i\€yx€<rOai\ \l/vxrjv iy 
Xcipl aawpw avTov • ij ^oKifUKrCa aov ; but perhaps ci' T<p cXeyxco-^at is latent in 
...o^ixix, for in Ps. xvii. 27 he renders koX cXry^at by caoSi^riXo. I have 
added the word i^x-aj to make the text clear. Wellhausen suggests ^ft^ix 
(cf. Gk. 17 SoKi/xao-ta aov) which makes the addition of t^aeaj unnecessary. 
Cod. c ends here. 

PSALM 17 (=Ps. 60). 
Ajk. r^LzJK'is.i >ci9CUm^ ^.^^K' r^J^ei^ .^t^ 1 >lcaaiiaLii 

.A^K'ifiOA Ajk. w^%\^ .t*o.il iuA^ f^L^ijdo iuK"^ .f^ll».*ia 
vyJ^.*ia ^ f<L^^iiii t<Xl .00^11 A^. col iuJSOft ^r^o 

*-a Gk. CIS rby al^va Koi crt = Heb. ly^ D^^. For the Syriac rendering 
V, supra, Ps. ix. 20 etc. 

^ Gk. o xP<'*'o« Cw^5. ^ Cod. w^fifla 

«* Gk. fiaaCktiov avTov and so in r. 7. 
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PSALM i6 (= Ps. S9)a. 
iuoco f<acD Ai\n .iik. .r^L^i^so ^ Ai\n iJC^ iusncDf< .*|&^' 

r<l:k.iii .ni\^ Ajk. .r^^Odol » T^i iioca rc'^Jcr^iusn Ai\n 
.A^K^ifia*.! cociAr^^ ^ tJt&i iu&iiiK' .*ldkO^ ;f<li!!^ >^ Acuz..! 

.ocp ^\ Ajka |Ji.i^JSno uooi& .coiiaii^ r^UfivOflo.i rc'iieial 
relic .vOaiCl&a tJ^in^l A2^SQ .K'cvArt' v^ K'.lCt^'^ .lAAjArt"^ 
>i:^^ xfs^siu'i Ajji^ r^^^ .f<li.*iar<l\ ft^,i\^is >^^ tjiiazM 

r^^hxif^ Aa^ ^c .rt'iiz.Aa^ K'iu!!^** ^ r^L^ijao^ Oxooi^^ 

.^^isfl iii»if<P ^ft'AiLsw rtlX.i^ k^Acomc ft'v^oi .^AiK' f<iiaL.i 

•** This Psalm is quoted in part in the Cambridge MS. Add. 2012 where it 
is introduced as follows : 

and is rightly numbered as Ps. 58. We may call the fragment Cod. c. 

^ The translation of the difficult opening verses is somewhat paraphrastic, 
but the Greek can be seen through the Syriac. 

c GU. Kvpiov $€ov, ^ Cod. ,^iu^ « Cod. bis "71^ 

f Inc. Cod. c. K- s Cod. c transposes. ^ Gk. o ^coV 

*~* Cod. C om. ^ Gk. a<^>pova. ' (ik. dira-njo'drd} fi€. 

•" A paraphrase for koI iravros vwoKtifiivov diro d/jiaprias aKco^cAoDs. 

" = ivioTTiov aou for Gk. ck tottw o-ov. 

*>"<> A literal rendering of aXoyov. 

V Cod. C TL=a2^^ 

^ Cod. c adds ^ixcuo) vw^ t^ucia^ oul^ ^oq»^ ^^o 
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15] PSALMS OF SOLOMON ^ 

PSALM iS(=Ps. 58). 

jaoi^.l tAooK'^ ^.^cvA «aviiu r^ r<l\d:k..i r^i\oic K'lea.i 

t<Xa:k. ^.lAJkJI ^AaK'c ^.^^r^ «^_afki.*UO redcUL. liua ^.1 
i^^OOd^K' A^ Kll.i9r^.l r^i^K*.! A^'® ^^^Oir^ ^^^osoani 
^^.^^ooniiiicuc'^ .K'iu^^ Aait\ rt!:sQ.T^. ^^^K' ^^o.iij 

^A«».i.i ^aLi^ A:k.o'^ .aai«.*ia Klsk^.iK' r^oo\f< i^flo3 >iisnr^'4 

*~* Gk. ct firj i^ofjMXoyi^aa'Oai <roi Iv dX-qOtuj^ 

^ Gk. KVpiov. ^ Gk. vTToo'Taa'LVy cf. Ps. xvii. 26. ^ Gk. ^cov. 

* Perhaps t<iii\ci=», i,e. Gk. Aoi/ioV The MSB. have [aVo] Xt/Liov which 
Gebhardt emended to a7ro ttoAc/xov. 

^ Probably an error for ^^scoa . 8 Gk. rov 0€ov avrwy. 
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J^ PSALMS OF SOLOMON [14 

•f^L^^jsa.! tCDCCSOj^i ^_oocai ^.1 r<^Jk^ A^" ^eioiii&ei.i 

^ Gk. o Kvptos. 



PSALM 14 (= Ps. 57). 

.f<!JL«».l rtlAjiW f^l*iJdQ.i OQfiA».ii^ .>i\ \ \ ori^ ^^.^OmKIi 
r^i.M.1 a9iujsn.i A^^ .it^i^T..! K'icbflu «^oa!Lk ^.^oia^^ 

Kla\.i rOooiiei .^i1a9 »a9as«.%o ^K" ^A^ kIzjk" iJL9.i 
An fcT. ^^^oniiiicu rtUcD A \*r\^ ^^^oconi.! ^:ia ^ «^:il 

kIjuj* ^^^oiiirtls f^lAijdQ.1 1 I \^ »cDa I fSt M^ ^^^ajjifikAuzj 

* Gk. ippi^wfUvrj, which seems to stand for ^sltm 
o.s. G 
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13] PSALMS OF SOLOMON 

^^_0€a*^0^ .K^lit ^ r^^CUiA f^ix\ xsrCl r^!aorAAuLS03 
^^o .f<da^ f^Ulfl>.i .f^lA^it.*!^ f<T^l\ rdUiM i\uo^ 

r^^iSQ.! tCDOfiS^O .r^Lftijao.! >€DcL&f^ >.*|.I1 ^^ .r^.v»t^f^ 

<*-^ Gk. ^ <f>Xoyi irapavofiov? « Glc crvyxcat, ^ Cod. ^i\o&J»0 

8 Gk. adds iv inoplt^ ^ Gk. omits. * Gk. -qfrixaov, ^ Gk. omits. 

PSALM i3(=Ps. 56). 

cax.1.10^ .^A^ ilttU> KlftV'O.l OlLiSO* ^.^_^UXtt& r^ijSO.l CQlAao*^ 

^cniiT no .f^Auuia f^itcuM ^^^ocnt\\. ^m\r<^ .f<^i\yua 

^^^O0riAS)0H\^>CCO^ «^_^^A» K'^fiU^lSO ^^^OCDlfiasi >oco ^^UM 

r<l:kAS.i^ ^.1 «^^ii\i\r^4 .r^Lftijdo ^i& ^cai^ ^co ^ ^.i ^ 

A \*W^ .KlAoA. >.^ ij3^J\J^ f^laoA.!.! .CD^U^lOX. A \y^ 

^€D ^ f^:u» ^.1 rdAAivi .r^CL^.*! f<h\cASf^ %ca tt^T ma 
KlX.1.1 f<a:^'.ii.i K'^o.iijdo i^l2a«iL& reda A^^^ .ijaia^^^ KlA 



** Cod. 00m 

** i.e. Gk. datpijs as in Codd. and not cv<rc)5iys as Wellhausen conjectured. 
*= Perhaps for -tot^iu (= Gk. avfiwapaX-qfufyOji), <* Cod. -•^:ani\i\ 

* =Gk. iv irtpunok-^} ^ Syr. begins verse here. « Gk. vovBerq<T€i, 
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%» PSALMS OF SOLOMON [l2 

tJai^ f^Aooio^ i^^ocol l&JLO v^^^so r^s«i t^ioJ^^ .f^'orAK' 
Aao .coco ^isLiL .*i& «^_ooriAab. A\2i^ rc'ilK'^^ ^^^cni\\^ ^ 
A\rw .K'cfAr^ ^^^orA aiL*ir^^ n^^ifttn r^j*^!.*! Klfitt-^a 

^^_C€DCIxAf^l CoAu»CLSkZ.^l f€lll \ A ft! *1 .\^f^%J6a^ ^A^iJ.l 

f^\\nr>rt^ »ni\o . t^^anx.it.i r^r€sf^ >Az.iCf^ ^x^ixx^^ 

Jj^o .A^r^ifift* A^ W^a ^xsn f^Lm\sn .vi^a^ .®>JL^o 

.co^CLSkZ.it.1 oQJMJLa .A^rt"! m A r<L»i:sQ >ia£U .^ix-iorc^ 

•'poLkXo rtlLco^ A^K^ifitt* A^. f^L«i.2iQ.i ,coasa*»*i 

b Gk. cMrairof (= Heb. mnD). <^ Gk. ol Wot. 

<J Gk. (iFcrciXcv (=Syr. ^x^}), 
*~* Gk. €ts Tov at(3va icai ?ti = Heb. iyi D^J^ ut supra. 
^~^ Gk. as in note *'"*. 

PSALM i2(=Ps. 55). 
^^o .r^Q^.o r^lAA&CD f^'in^ ^sp » T ^ 1 \ io^ r^L^xsn^ 
.r^Jbjc rc'itaL^jl AisQ.i .r^LfiffOMJ isLi^o .r<luuiA.M r<llxA 
.Klitooaai isL:^ f^iA\^ cn\r\ >ci3C^r^ .ftliin.*! i^^r^l^SkOciaa^ 



a The Syriac translator has had difficulty, as every one else, with this 
passage : but it seems dear that he had a text very near to the Gk. wawtp iv 
Xay irvp avdirrov KaWovqv avrov. It seems natural to correct this to wnr€p iv 
aX<p TTvp dvdnrov KaXdfirfv with the Copenhagen MS. But the Syr. is clear for 
Xa^, and it suggests koWovtjv avrov by the clause which it prefixes (•vajc:*). 

*> i.e. ifivkrjaai (H) for ifAnfy^aai (RJLC). <^ Gk. iKKWJ/ai. 
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lO, II] PSALMS OF SOLOMON a» 

PSALM ID (= Ps. 53). 

rOcJK^ iJLa.l K^iujior^la r^ijdo.i coitozicafio >>i\v\.i KSSflikO.i 
.^>cooJU.i ^^.ooolLfksi ^^.orAr^^ ^litc ocp f<lnA.*|\^ .t<1ii^ Aftin 
^^jc^iOJ r<!jiajjo^ .K^itCTMia r^ijsn.i aasojX .miT 1 AAr^ifia^c 

.7i\^ \ K'oAk' ^^OajTSiqC ocp ^lOriil AA^^ •A^K'iiftft^.*! 
i^^^ccb rd«i.2iQ.i^ .rd«i:90.l coSOzA ^M,nTl A^f<ifia*.i K'^cLl&o 

• >Sl^\.*I r^^OAlsa^^ •A^f<'ifia*.l K'&uia Aj^ f<llaia& 

* Cod. ^i^olSifioSnra. Gk. cv cXcy/iw. . 

^ 1. UioXvOr) as suggested by Fritzsche, for itcvKXtaOri of the MSB. 
^ Gk. adds 6 Kvpio^, ^ Gk. to IXcos (= oauw, cf. 14*). 

* Gk. O KV/UOS iJ/AWV. 

^ Gk. €v Kpifmaiv avrov and adds cw tov aiwi^o. 8 Gk. d ^cds. 

*^ Perhaps we should read ^d^ci^cAso answering to the Gk. o-ox^pocrvnyv. 



^oiz^lOrtla Oli&f^^ .r<lsy.*lo.*| f^hx^^^^ r^^nsa ^.^co^ oiA 



PSALM II (=Ps. 54). 

I 

* Gk. frrffiaaCa^. 
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PSALMS OF SOLOMON [9 

ciiaB^.i f^lv»3 .af^laj ocp f<^\n\ :uik..i ocbc .KlftTSiQ ^o\ orA 

A^^'3 .^r^i\ca^.io:daa f^lat&i.i oi*cq\^ i^^^ f^Skx:^^^^ .r^i^l 
i*^ oaal'^ .^CD «.^cvA& A:^ ^f<lic ^ »cd K'^itoia:! 
i^^ r^lal*.ivi'^ . n\t».l ^orii »^^ r^K" .K'cni^^ jiOAXJ 
vy^OAj]^® .0^3 ^.^iJdO A:k. «,^oa\ ^f<' qb&m^ rtdo vviaM 

cdoqXk^ poitic »u» .iiaL«»r^:i oca v^o^ ^Ijjc ^.^^oAr^ ccn 

€ajL.ivA A\ ■ 7^ Aur^.i \\p^'7 .f^^fi*w \ ' ^A:^ «_as«i.i 

v^ttx, ^A^ ^Mfl^o'^ .rd29bsa:k. ^^ coA^ ^ i«^ .^coiaK".*! 

Av2A.A^r^ f^^inn'^ .^AjA r^lM.^k. ftlix.^^ kAo .rd^ijdo 
.^Z&13 co^cuauAia -vys ^infti^o ^IjjO . ^i\v «^<^caaf<A 
rtlLco^ \^r^\jOa^n K'iua Ajk. r^LM^i ^^^OJIK" f<s%snn^ 

.>A:Ao 

^ Gk. adds Kvpiov, ^ Gk. adds ^v i(ayopiais, 

** Gk. cv^wcti. * Gk. xprfarorrfs- 

f Gk. om. « i.e. ou icaTaTrawcis, as in Cod. R. 

** Gk. CIS TOF al(ova kol hi = Heb. Tyi D^y^. 
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9] PSALMS OF SOLOMON XSin 

m^nr\ coco ^.*iAJdo.*i ^A*r<d ^r^ >ix.iOf^ i\ftl2a2^a^^ 
.co^aAA.*iV9 KL^if^ nri\ ^ ^...^v^-i.*! f^oiAf^ ocp u n r^m^ 
• f^^Oiijaaa Ju^K^l ft! i \ ^K" «^_^3|.l •K'^Oa*.!!.*! K'orAf^ 

.^reSfift*.*! corioa iLiiko^ .^cu^o vuMmi ^A^ v^corc^a 
^AZa ^o .^*«i\ vy^oidOftCo:! .W^rw^S ,r^A\nni\yia i^lM4»ia 
^^^ooir^ ^AJsn r^l^jQCD^ rtA^ .^r^ ^O.ll ^f<0 .^^.Tia 
«^_aAf^ ^f^o^ • jiifi^*! iul.*i vyf^ KLsttsitk. ^a\\ni i^ImSl^:! 
r^ ^o^ ttl»i:sQ ^.^^viito ocp vvA:k.o .Auauis -^ ^r^ 
.^Aia A^o ^A^^ vyJU.*! ^^^rt" ^^in\>i A\pq .vosn AAtii 
•^^1^^ kA «aoito .^oi& f<^cnAf^ r^ijso ^\^\ ^im^ 
.tCDoioM**! r^lsno&a tCOoL^a KL»i:» ocp niT^^ .>A^ 

° Gk. Ifiiavay, (not as in Cod. R ifuavev), 
° Cod. om. TO Kpifia <rov. 



PSALM 9 (= Ps. 52). 
OAMlf^ .*i& .r^^i&cu f^l^ir^ KUaaLa A^K^ifia* a^ .^i^^ 
^cosn >cb r^^oiti* ^ eunhsx^f^^ ^,_ocaaoi& r^ijso ^ 
.A^K^ifia*:! cDi.*ia9 K'ocd r^^wrSiv ^^^oorAAa .K'oArc^^ •.ooA 

«^_ccai^ A^ .f^o*.*!! f<lll.i aqs ^f^.i A\y*w4 .^3 ^< 

' Gk. mjpios. 
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-^0 PSALMS OF SOLOMON [8 

^^^ccoiaAa a^ojkfiK^c ^^_0€a**uuj liLi coco ^v!^»...ocai^c'' 
.coco ^i?fc\^u*?i r^oi\r^.i ouLica iuA^^ .^co A^. ' it^^sa i n 
coJl^a ciA&aco^ coco ^i t i.ic'3 .ji^^o ^i*:! iul.i oco vyf^ 
f^itto vyK" KUiLa.1 ow^*wi\y K'ivjiAft&^.i r^s«.i9C ^^^0€Di\cr<:sa2i^ 
.ftSii?itt\ ^ i^^o OUA^ f^n f^oQ^gM QniT. r^o'4 .r^KlSO^^ 
fax.f^C .K^^fiU^J^l r<Uiai i^orAr^ ^^^acnl .\}S» Klico A^^'^ 

•col oi:sQr<c .r^^cvus f<l:k.if^.i coaL.! fCOO^iK'o'^ •oi^lK' 
rc^^lOf^ fiuojLo'^ .r<^^\Tn Aci^ f^h\ .vyjlOf^ ^la^^^ 
cAi^o >ix*iaf^ A^ n^^.1^ cu»ii& .coA\Ai\ \^n\ r<l»i:k..i 
.rtlaaAaLa >cdcuLs>.i f^iu.a\ rtlaf^ vyK" A^o^ .oo^icjl 
aiAiS^*w oai^f^o^' ,r^r<^i V^nt) K'lijLs >cDa\\ji ys^Mf^a 
\ ^ r^lloo^ ciiA^r^'^ f^aAr^.1 A\^^ .>ix.lOf^.l ai^iCJLC 
yii \ if.i A \p*gti^ ^,,^orn 1 Til oxsaof^a^ ^^^ocd^cuaO^^o 

cccon ^^_aico ^^^ccD^iLao ^^.^ccnti n Aacf^c^ .f^ittiuiito.l 

** Cod. ^x tfrr/?r^ .^m»asaih.. « Gk. adds cV TrapopyLo-fi^, 

^ Gk. adds ficra opKOv, 8 Gk. to Ovaiaxm^piov KvpCov, 

^ Gk. olvov aKpdrov, ' * Gk. ivevKnj, ^ Cod. ^(Doou^ 

^~^ Gk. Kttl wdvra <ro<l>6v iv fiovX'g. This requires that we correct <^^=» 
to .lo^o. 

m Cod. na^o 
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7, 8] PSALMS OF SOLOMON 

PSALM 7 (= Ps. 50). 

ftA.i .f^Qolr^ ^.^^f^ AiOM.i.i \\9n^ *t^^ ».^..cr^liito3* ^A^r^ 
ft.u.11 v^in^n iuf^3 .v>JL.iaa.*l K'itO^i* »^_ociil^ tJLO.l^ 

vyr^ i\Jii^ r^O f<JJSaui:90 oco Aur^.i -^^^^^ .^■\ \ orA 

.^AJUk.i\ ^r^O VV<^cA r^lAl ^O^ . ^1 X, A^ ^ Ocp ^f^.l A^^ 

KlSQoA >aAn^>.i coiurA ^a*w\ v^inOA^..! rtll-avsa ^Ala^f^®^ 

^^^orA .liuksn.! 009 

* Cod. ^qoi^Aflo:^ 

** Cod. ^Jp ^/-r^r.? ja&ao, cf. Gk. <rv ^ircXJ ^^r^ 'rcpl i^fuSv. 
^ Gk. vwcpao-TTtoTiTS. 

** The Syriac has dropped the following sentence : koX ij/ici? vtto fvyoV <rou 
[cis] roF alciii'a fcou fuurrtya TraiSctas <rov« ^ Cod. ^IBC^^ 

PSALM 8 (=Ps. 51). 

^^ »**i:SQCU» >i^f^c^ .f^iuu.Ta r^iiu.*u^ paLLioKla Ai^SAZ. 
^i^.i^f^o .r^^ojBL».ivs3 ^^coAu»*iaf^ «^^^iAu ^ijdbr^o^ 

a Cod. -fiisa^:* b Syr. om. ^^o^v^ 17 KopSia /iaov. '^ Gk. $€ov. 
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r€l2a PSALMS OF SOLOMON [6 

OSaitoa^r^^ .^f<^aAA.ivs3 K'itai&^ajSQ^ rdAnnSk^ .oA r ^\ti > V l 
A«f^iJBa^ A^ vy^OAj^^o rc"^n\ya r<L»i:SQ.*i >ci3cAj*.*i Ta^ 

h Gk. ^€09. 

* Gk. (TVfifierpL^ avTapK€ia^, ^ Gk. to fiirpiov, 

* Syr. omits by o/xoiotcXcvtov the words kcu iv rovn^ i; cuXoyui rov KvpCov 
€& 7r\i;crfion}v ^v &ucaio<rvvy, 

PSALM 6 (=Ps. 49). 
• f^L^iao.*! eassuuD f^insJi ooaA .*iii^:^.l Klzji-al >Q3a.aa\' 
^ «^^HAea co^icf^o^ .jii%iu r<L» 12^:1 ooMx. i&.i^ .*i&o^ 
CDitu»0^^ .coorAr^^ >co03lW9 r^.\a:k» ^i^^isoo .r^LsXS^ y^no 
^coJLdulo .ocp caL.1.1 A2^» .^j^^i^^ f^ r^uAia.*! f^h\JLx^ 

i:»\ cfiaA^ r^^unUac^ .ri&i.M.i cn^Ki r\ .giro coAiif. ^ ^^^ 

coi^ A:^ r<L»i:sQ.l >€Da&f^ >.Ta ^ r^l^jso .r<L»i.ao3^ ousoxA 

Aao .^ccp coiA*».*ia.i Aa.i coitoika «^aa£ f^L^xsf^efi .coiua 

vyTJs^ .f^Ls^sn f<l\aa&aoo .oraa c^iaALSQi r^lzdJ.i K'^rtlx.® 

.r^'lV.a orA^ ^^a.jjLM.*i ^jI^K" A^ .r^aoMl oa:^.! ccp 

*~* The text is in confusion: we should read ^i^iua, and add oueaa 
after i;:w»ii\i\. The words om oA^:):) -^^^^ ^u-e missing in the Greek. 

** Cod. ^1^%^ ^ Gk. TOV $€OV aVTOV, 

^ Gk. adds ^cov. 
« Cod. <w ^rr^rif ^i^f^Ax. 

^ Cod. ^jc ^rri^rtf repeats <nl in passing from one page to the next, 
o. s. F 
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5] PSALMS OF SOLOMON 

A!^^ .orA A^^ ^f^ ^^^rt" rd\f^ .Air^n^l >s:do Aa ^ 
J^fl»ai f<do .Kliaica^ tcp vy^oA coiuuano r^lac^f^ iaa 

f<d*^ ^^_Oo\r^ OCp ^f^.l A\y*W i.^_A\OA^ A\AA09f^ f<d ^K'o 

^.^'^ .r^^r^ vy^oA r^drt' .vOM xiMll f<d3 .^l» vJArt' 
.A^i\ ^f^o r^oiAr^ r^unT vy^oA r<L»ij&o ^&^f^ VaJ^ 

«^^osA*ij vv^cA ^^^iftM »^^o^ .f^^cuM A^ f^iasa 
f^fi9lAis« oco ^rc" Klsno^c f^llaioiio r^l^Asnl'^ ^.^^oeall^rc' 
^r^ ^.^v^" f<^f^ .COM .^f<JU9.*ia KliAfisjso.*! coiafl^o .K^oAr^ 

cd^oaa^®'^ .rtCsa^Ha vy.'UK' cnA m^^ u^ crlz-^i t^iAfl^^o 
oco «^_r^o .iMusno ^cu .fOO f^ifl^cuMs .Klzjr^ is.*! i^^^ 

»-* i.e. ftij Ppa&vvy^y the Greek is ft^ i^opviT;? (= 'taoi^ ^^). 

*»"*» A paraphrase for 11^ fi^ St' dvayicqv Afiapruifuv. 

^ The Syriac here varies from the Greek (koI idv iltj hirurrphfqj^ Vf^h ®^k 
dil>€(6fi€0a), whether by conjecture or by the tradition of a better text. It 
stands for koI firj diroarpAlrg^ d<f>* i7/*<i>F, cm /A17 d^(iOfi€$a dwo cov, 

^ Gk. w€vrfTo^. Cf. Matt. V. 45. 

«^ A passage of some difficulty. The Syriac supports Ryle and James in 
their emendation [cn^/icpov fcal] avpwv. And it certainly reads ^ciS^. But 
the emendation is unnecessary: Gebhardt's text is right or nearly so: iv 
^iSot Koi 1; avpLov : omit 17, and translate : ' Human kindness is scant and of 
to-morrow : and if a man repeats a kindness without grumbling, why ! 'tis a 
marvel' f Sic cod. Lege ^^^ccwao (= Gk. wXowriov), 

' Misreading Gk. ov as ov. 
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«\\ PSALMS OF SOLOMON [S 

coiuss i^ittM K^ocoio .caiuaX Acl^j >coo.*uW ^a»iQ9^ .^i&a'^ 
.fCDCUsiAi .tm r<A^ CD3L ^o^ .ft^T^i .^ifti^,i .>a:» Aa ^ 

f^KlI^ f^^ a9i4»r^.*i A\^^ .t^Tiiin\ ^ii^s ^A*f^.i 
oi-^.l^Kr^' r^o^ •K'ii.^Ji.a >cdoixao •K'i.^^^js rtlx^K^.i 
ai\Jif<'a^ .^coIa ^oraa f^orAr^' ^ aU».*i r^c .K'oAf^ 



^.*UL^.l Aa K'ciAk' iSOf^^ .r^O^..! r^CUB-^SQ Aa ^ ^i^o 



"^ 



^ Cod. ^Jp ^r/?r(f 1 

* Cod. om. ^^. The translation is a free paraphrase of iv /AovoKrci 
arcicFias to yrjpa% avrcv cis dvaXtfilrtv, 

°» Accidentally omitted in passing from one page to the next. 



PSALM S (= Ps. 48). 
oiAAoi^ iuao .^aoMTSiQa ^a^Afts ^K".! A^^^ .i^Ia*.*!! vyil*.! 

f^A.! A\y^^ .t^SQ JIO^^ red Vy^oA Kl^.^K' .1^3 f^UAj^AJdO.l 

COM or^^ .f<lfcT,-k, r^iA\^ ^ K'l&UAX. Klzjia i*^ .Afiai 
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4] PSALMS OF SOLOMON oA 

eox^f^o^ .rCL^xm f^i\u\ niiu^N tCoaSfioa K!jld.i ooo 
f^r<l\afliA .aujftM ocDO ,tt^ii\n.i vwf^ tcooL^ >.Taal 

am vyf^ .f^iic^^iia rc'iusi Ada A^^\ A^iac^ r^^uua.*! 
f<li^f<la >aft^fti*wn.i ^A*f<li K^orAr^ ^ir^7 .K^iiXAa coa Au\.l 

cQi*.i f<lAi9a^' «^_aa3UO^ .>coo:iii^ rdjjIOAao KlAjtCL^a 
^r^iua A:^ »coai4^c" >f^\Mn ftTflpa^aa A1sqm.i rd&Kla 



^^^^diA^K" f^Ti n r<*iT nun »caCLSXL\^u&" .f^^oAcuk..! 

.rcdo^ rOciaa tAso^K'o'^ .«^^.ia K'ui.l ni*w iul.i r^lSlMa 

f^oco^ ^ooiik ^coa'^ .Acuz. vyi^ mTfti KlJbaAea f<Ao 
cni\\^o r^Auia^ oq1a&» .vySn.Ta rcS:^^^ rd«iM ^co^UM^^ 
f<sxsn »€Daia» r^lQDCUiLao f^<^casuUMaO Klsftl^a'^ .r^iOLdla 

K^i&iif. >JMAi^itc'^ .r^L&oiia coitOTi^o f^AiAa^ja coiuf. ^.^^cocoi 

^ Gk. iv VTTOic/jurci {uJi/ra? /icra octudv. 
<* Sic cod but read ^i^coaLflosDo 

^ The Gk. which has omitted Kplvovra^ carried back the next words to the 
previous sentence and left the sentence iv w-m^ ktc. without a head, 
f Cod. t^i^bo s Gk. adds c^d/oos. 

** Gk. ivLicq<T€V o-KO/jjrurai. * Cod. Om. 
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|i PSALMS OF SOLOMON [4 

Ada aiua^.l A^^ .Kl*iM ^ r^3lAi^.l rdA^ni K^Jaoooi f<l\^ 

\\^^ .K'Au^ A:k. r^'iu^M ftlA;*.!!.! K'AuAa f^Ausi i*^ r^ 

i^a»3 t^enr^ i&3^ r^a^ .ocp >i\v\ ft^\A\.a i*^ f€li.i9f^ 

**~** dirop\rtr(a for a?ro)9\c7rcc. *^ Kvpux: for ^co?. 

<* An addition by the transcriber, due to reminiscence from the Odes. 

PSALM 4 (= Ps. 47*). 

• Ar^ifift*.! coooAkiA ^k" i\Jisn vAa!bj30 .f^ooAf^^ xuiisn^ 
.lUf^ Aa ^ i*^ vy^o^r^la ^r^i^^o .v^jiAsaa ^K^i*^^ 

* Either the numeration has gone wrong, or a Psalm 46 has been dropped 
The Greek shows that the former must be the correct explanation. 
*» A marginal note says that one copy reads ja^^ 
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3J PSALMS OF SOLOMON cd 

.f^iiLMD tt^iiT^c rdLssi .r^oAr^ acb r^^isa.1 .Sb.:!* f<da 

f<:*i^ QAis^ .kIaSwl cqI^ ^ ^^.il «^_r^3C .f<a*ii bco 

f<lflL;*.ii\ ^jjlJM^o^ ^^^ooa».iiL^ vyK" tt^*wi\v\ ft^\n\\ •a^.i^aoX 
.ftljD.i\^ .*UL^.*i .&Su» KlAcL^ •ab.iftsoXo .f<l\cL^.*i r^L^s^osn ^ 

•:• >cao.vi:k. ^ >i\v\ r<L»isa ocp vyls»^ .it^lT A\n 

*i The Syriac corresponds exactly to the Greek KoifiC^iav. In spite of 
Ryle and James* advocacy of this difficult word, I think it must be a trans- 
lator's blunder. The Syriac itself suggests the emendation v %*v"-n sn:i (and 
lowers the proud). 

' This looks like a corruption of i<iaa^^ (= cts dwiiX.€iay) : but with 
the added ^^^ it makes good sense. 

*-* Cod. -wcuwa^Ti .^\;=n 

' Gk. iv ivumjfiif (read as iiri o^fiaTi?), 

" The translator has misunderstood or misread the Greek. 

PSALM 3(=Ps.45). 



* The translator or scribe has dropped the words ^oAarc [r^ $€(^] r^ 
aly€r^. 
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OqI psalms of SOLOMON [2 

.^i:99r^o f<l*i:9on $eoeJLf^ hiikjao ^u» Klif^c^ .f^l^W 
f^iicuu^UAJSAa .A^r^ifitt* A:^ r<L»Vsn vvii-Af^ ^i^orc^ 



^f^^r^ladO rc'i\ai9 .cififtAi r^c cu»vs3.i A\*g<i^^ .KlMaii^.1 
.vvi\oi9 i^Mos r^f^ix KUisn AuK' »^^ rtlAf^ .^yw^^^ 

>cu».i f<aa.'i:k. ^ii^oiuLrc^ KlAo^ .f<i^^^ KLuii\.i coicoaoz. 
^ v^o .^T^.i r^'*io2^P A:^ >iji,^ia,?»» ^^ coi^^ fei*i:s»^ iA 
f^ikf^ :t^ ^n coi^ko^ .rtSdo^ A^c f^L^iK" A:^ t\fti*w rc^i*^ 
oriAfl9r^.l \\^^ . iAo.i iulo .r^i^k^ao f^i^^^ r^llb^ A^ 

8 We should restore ^qo>g*oaa which answers to the Greek KaTaTra-nyorci. 

»» Cod. a»Tiaj» '-' Gk. /uVpav 8o^. 

*« Cod. utvidetur ^(d^-)^^. ' Syr. om. /Ltcra firfviatm KaL 

" L .^nat.^:* (Well.) to agree with Greek iKx^au 

" This answers to the unintelligible Greek rov ciTrctv, which Geiger 
explained as a misunderstanding of -QtS in the sense of "01^ (to destroy) ; 
and which Wellhausen explained by taking tdk^ as a late Hebrew form for 
Tp^ = "»^?^. Cf. Hos. iv. 7. o Kvpios for ^cos. 

p The Syriac evidently had opciwv, and not as Hilgenfeld suggested o^iW. 
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2] PSALMS OF SOLOMON 3^ 

•r^oAf^i tCDCa^Hcia coco ^t^*gn\^c .i^L^iM.! ^qiJL.i n ^ 
.»i*w ^^^^aiK' cv. aftwW.l^ .tswr^ rtlico \\'Tn^ .r^'itcAaika 

ft^ii Tn cbAdsso oiAisi^ .f^itiijA r^l^n.^^. ai!^^r^a^ .r^L^xsn 
^ tcooi^f^ i-A-\^ xfU^cof^^ ^^jftcg 1 *yi n !E ^ .1 pi r^.T-*r<la 

.Ta:^ r^.l A\y^" ^ Oif^ AvAflffK" f^l^ir^'o .iusiici kIaSWL 

«^ocai^ f<:L.if^ i^..l^3o'^ .o:ia:^.l v^f^ oiA^ lUr^ ija Aa 

^^^coA\a\a\,n coco ^A^n^w .ifk'^ .f<T*an t Ainn\i vwr^ 
cujo»i.& f^T^ T. \nnn\ .ooco ^.*ia:k. ^^^co J^f^:t vyf^ 

^-^ A double translation to express dTropal/aT€...fiaKpdv, 
<* Here the division of the sentences follows the Greek MS. : ovk cvo&oiccv 
avTOt? TO KaXXos rfj^ S6$rf^ avrov' i(ovO€ViaOrj ivtiviov tov $€0v. For the 
emendation (Hilgenfeld's) of the passage (ovk cvSokui iv avroU- to KaAAos t^s 
8o^ avTov [so Syr., not avrrj^:]) see Gebhardt in loc. The Syriac ^^^ 
appears to be a rough translation of cvo&dkck. 

« -^^a// ^ r^o (Wellhausen) to agree with the Greek rjniuad-q, 
f The Syriac has twice ^nuSk^ for €ladwa(, the Greek word which is 
found in Daniel as the rendering of mPiD : cto-aVol must mean * together/ and 
the Syriac must have very nearly restored the original word employed by the 
Psalmist. 
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PSALMS OF SOLOMON [l, 2 



PSALM I (=Psalm43ofMS.). 
^laaut^f^o^ •fC'^anA.il iiAsRi^f^^ \\^ \M\^%\\^nr\ .rdaiio3 

•:-f^^ord:sa2^ KIaijm.i coL^oA ct<*in\yO ^^^cTii*gn.ia.i 



* -^^^ is superfluous, being repeated from the previous clause. 

*» Reading c^rxarwv for ^irxarov. 

^ Here the Syriac has dropped a sentence, corresponding to the Greek 
ov firj ireoxixriF, ^koul i^vfipurav Iv roi9 dya0oi9 avTiav, 

^ The Greek here has the difficult, if not unintelligible koI ovk iJvcyKaF ; 
the Syriac appears to have read this as icai ovk eyvtoKav, We should perhaps 
correct A2b.:u ^1^:1 to A2b.n* ^i^o 

« Cod. ex errore ^^m^m^o 



PSALM 2 (= Psalm 44). 
f^c ft^li&>» f^iox. f^srO^.i^^a >mW^ f^d:^.! coicoac 
occD ^aJUIMC ftl*H^ai r^ixn^ vyucausn A^ oaL^o^ .AiA^ 



» i.e. KaTc)8aA.€. For ^^^ ^'^'yw^ r<?a^^^Ssi^ra, wifA great beams', and 
cf. Acts of Thomas^ pp. na^^a, 
*>-*» Tct ayta = the Sanctuary. 

as. 
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42] ODES OF SOLOMON .al 

ODE 42. 

coco ^%Aur< f^.i «^,^cqI cuuu» Kli.i iuocno^ .r^^l^l 
i^c.ii «^_ociA& oiujsn^ .jA ^inu^w.! ^^^oico h\e\ f^ccor^o .|A 
iA Aooao^ .r^K" MA.1 A\*w lA^ oiafl».i ^^_aico i^cr^l&jao 

vyK"^ .iAflu».i coi^^ ^^^ocfiA:^. iujdbiK'o^ ••^..ocvA ^.11.1 
.»A ^j^.i*.i ^AaK" A^. tiu r^ll^co'^ .K'AAak A^. Klliui.1 ca:L.i.i 
A^. iacXa» KliiicD'^ .r^iu* iua oiuieai rOcia.^ vyK'o" 

^iiiiJo .cvA iuocD f^iijsno rdAu'^ . t*Jn^ K'KlL^alc iaa«^f^ 
KIsaIO ft^\ \Hc'^ .Tt^n*WA^ COS f^oco iur^.i r^LMH cnffn\ 

f^^O&fitta ^^_^cn*w\ Ai A V *wo .>cooAuL9a.a ntllLu.! r^AuLOlSk 
>i\a\ o^^cDio^' .»2a^^^ A\^ K'oom rdl.i \\pn^ .f^AuM 
.*ia^O •K'cfAK'.i coia ^cijj oijsnf^o ov^ci .oAus«.i ^^.^co 

^f^.l \\r\ .v^A^ ^ ^K'^i^^^ .»^^a» vA oioiea 
^^^ocfuui A^. ieaz.10^ ^^..ooAa Ai&^^x. ^.1 r^Llr^^ .^oi& oqa 
ftlloiXcO ^^^Ooa^iuK' |A».10 ^^^K" K'lftlM lis.! \\ptt^ .»SAi;. 

* Cod., ut videtur, ov^^^iaa, probably under the influence of the preceding 
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f^ ODES OF SOLOMON [40, 4 1 

ODE 40. 
t^ f^lAi^ r^lx&co^ .iCDOsn KLk.ciasa rdisa^i vyf^^ oaAf^" 

.lliixj COS r<ll.oia&c .A&^ivJ COS r<lLM.io7 .coa f^icai 

* Cod. cjii^i\cuo : the emendation is by Charles. 
ODE 41. 

IJMVA f^co A\^*w .>ci3di9 cD^cA «^_a:^.i*iuo^ .cDi\ai.aa«cD.i 
^1 i inn^sw i^lLjjo .co^ai i^p f<L»i?ni ^i&a«»^ .cq nciM*i 

.coicDOia ^ft" ^^Jicfiuo^ .co^Aa\y^ >cD€uiAUO .rcuijaQi 
.^cco COS pa^.To4J9o.i >co K'Adsn ^ .JJJ.! K'lcDaio'^ .>cDaan^.i 
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39] ODES OF SOLOMON A 

CCD.1 A ^^ .KUijSQ.! CO.V»f^ A^ liof^iuL »2ajja9i\^f^o'^ 
• coa^i^o cola^K'o oiAXULf^o .r^in^ >fi9 ift^^ cco'^ .tAa^ 
ft^\*wo .>^o AJBpK'o g^ai.^ '^ .^ocb )ni\ ^\ >cDOir<l&o 

r^Aisr^la^' .co^OAia^.i f^^ionso coi\a&A^A9 .onitAa^no 

.ftl*cuAcD .coiu^l^.i 

ODE 39. 
•cooL^ ^ifittasn.1 ^JLi^o^ ftL»i:sn3 oAao it^iiT^ r^^cicai' 

^A^oLSn.! «^^coo^ ^^_aA^li\^ i^ r^Aigi ?w ■can «^_ocfA 

mrWTl ^lAlL.! «^OJCD.l r^^lOr^ ftl*OCD K'i^f^O^ .OCD f^LM\SQ 

^^^o^nj^h\o •>caua^.ic f<*Wii:5w.i cnmy AaAcd atiN^ .f<lfti:9Q.i 

f<lAf^ .iliu>^r^ f^c .rt^i*gn A^ ^*n ■ o CDAiikA:k.o^ "^^"^ 
Klftsno Kl^sao'^ .i^iijia ^^usn.! it^Ofi i n vyr^ ^ca»iur<' 
f<M4T*gB ^.JJM.1 ^.1 coAiAiL^c .f<\ V \^ coco ^AJ9a*l^AtS0 
AooAfi^^i^r^o" .^likjjioQ ftlL&K' ^i\'iL Aott c^o .^r^ ^solo 
f^ii^oA ^aJSoSlL.! ^^oicfAc .cDiiia ^1 n\ .i ^A^i^ r^^ioK" 
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^ ODES OF SOLOMON [38 

ODE 38. 
r^lix. i^ia.io^ .ft'itajiiJdQX.i vyf^ ft'iijL.i i^icocuX iuAro' 

tlniT. Kilo »X ^^jlUK'o t^JB^ Alr^o^ .r^h\GLSn Kli.i r<ljUi.l 

>>iatti A^ ■ ^\ Kl\o^ .^ocb vAoLSn cajso^.! ooa^o.iAAis 

.f<^^l^ f<U»ior^la K'oco AirV ^l r^iix.^ .ciA ikoeo f<:^^r< 
^^^oorAaA |A f<ocD f^cuiu99 .cvA ^ocn jl.x» f^.i 7B.*uaa\Ao^ 

^ i inu^w o n^*wi\\ ^■^\y*wo .cD^Adbao T^mniiin ^^JsniAcno'' 

AtsniLM^K'o'^ .coA ^t^n ia^^ f^ ^^K" .r^Lsii «^ai9 iul 
Aift".! \\*gn iJcSoX ^.v»o .r^iis\*yi >.*Uf<ls M^ r<lA.i KliK" 

» Sic cod. 

*» An obscure passage : the MS. appears to have ^A>aAAMT^ which might 
be resolved into ^i>oILw:i (fear : so Fl.) or into ^A>cuiu:i (sweetness : 
so U.-S.). 

^ Cod. ^nnSi (the emendation is Nestle's). 
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35—37] ODES OF SOLOMON 

ODE 35. 
^jaK" rOiVi .1 f<\\\ c^ .|1^ ^\t^ r^^UMOa rtl^ijSQ.i cafiajiaoV 

r^\\\y ^ v^o^ .r<l*lJSm cn^a^^ua iuocD f<di. r^r^o 
oa.2«r^ ^ fx^i \\ vyr^o^ . K'^ua^r^iix. ^ i»iuo |A r^oep 
Auaidif^o^ .KLftlJM.1 cfii!^ r<^i\it |A oca»o .^ocd ^^]^icQ 
coxueuBsa >.i*W ^\^T^o^ .cni\*^nT-i iuMji^i\K'c coAiacDCCaa 

* Gunkel suggests t^ju^o 
ODE 36. 

en I \ MAT ^.To .f<M\son ca^Qcia >-^^-V? *^ |jioajjor<'o^ 

010 .f<lMnT^n Kllr^ .uiT^w nSk^ .f^cfAf^i coia reveal 
fO^^co .f^JSn^\son i-A-^ co^Oai vyi^^ .rtliaioia r^Llr^ 
.cD^cuLsorsn ^ »iti>T*yio .|j^.'u» cDi\.*icu» vyK'c .tJ^.Ta^ 

.rcUaWcD .CD^aiia.Ta09 KU»oia ^iiiix.rVo f<^Ti laioa 

ODE 37. 

.cD^cu Jlo Aai :i^ ii\*WTiC . » n \.i coAiri^kftii AiJlLsqo^ 
.ftL^oAlco .f^l^^jsni co^nni\i i^Umj iA 
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1A ODES OF SOLOMON [33, 34 

ODE 33. 
COS ^itijjo .KlLxijA J^nnTO r^^aAA\^ ^ah\ ^.1 ii^^qpi' 

orii^afti ^ ciAa jinTiO r<l^i Klx*! A^ ^aao^ .cnlac^ col^ 
^J^ft" A^ cD^cA .T-^o^ .coi^g fti\ rei2».*i^o .KL^ir^i 

^ ^^^OA^aAr^o ^,,^\"i AcuksfVo .tA cuaiA^f^c KllcD 
v^ cd^claaV^ .fiioi&^r^o »jn^*waT ^ «^_o^f^i\ c^ *&f^ 

•rtlLu» r<A^ f^^.iM f^*wV^\ ^^.QJLAi f^K" ^^.^^oA^iu 
.tA ^tva.i «^_aiaA JL..10K' tiuiione'o i»9 OfAco t '-' -* \J' 

.f^oWco .»^Tn ^^^K" A&^ne'o 

* Sic cod. : as Fl. suspected. 

»> Fl. suggests ^i^Ti. I follow the MS. 

ODE 34. 

•f^lA^z. i^f^ A& ^ vyV^n rtlA^ft'^ .ft'^vcoi ft'iiazjAM:! 
ocb cucco^ .iui^.i ocb.i cd^coq.i .-^ii^.i ^.usn coa AtA 
f^f^ >.*U9Q AuA ^^ .ocp A^ ^-^-\^ >.%saA^ .A^n 
^^A^^K" K'^CLa^^ ^^_OGQa AiA f^i\^.i*.l ^^f^ i^AifiaJM 
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31,32] ODES OF SOLOMON OSk 

ODE 31. 
^ itLskOZM Aam^t^o .r^:snccD^ ftL^ijsQ ^pxn ^ oiz^i^f^' 

«^^a^cD Tt^ 1,1*1 C12A .aioo r<lsa»i:sn i\ciA en \ n )Q-»if^o4 
n\nnc <v^r<'i\f^.i ^^^oico aocA^ .Klz^.*io icdosk' coA 
iuocb >^f^ f<A:i ocrA .Awlo .*u^ fJoaxMO^ .f^i\cc5n itAn 
JL.Al^^f^ kAi vyf^ .iuix.o Aio^o ^ia^flD ^.1 r^Lir^^ 

iu.ioAix.f^.1 ^^.cucD .f^^coaft" tjui i\cA:i ftl*.iccutA jiifi^rV 

ftL^aiXcD ^^00:^.11:1 Kluaia&X 

* Sic cod. 

ODE 32. 

l^^,:! ceo ^ K'lCDcac ^^_ocaa\ ^ f^^o.*u» i^maA^N' 
^\j*** .oaaL&i ^ f^oco.i ccd r^ivL ^ K!aa\Jk&o^ ^^_^caa 
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ODES OF SOLOMON [29, 30 

ODE 29. 
OAfl^f^o^ .aisoijsni co^curcu ^ciai v^r^o .»a:ba*ir^>cDa9a4Ji 

.1^.*!.^ r^h%OJS91 CfUSQC^ trJQCI .Aa ■ Til Ql m^WQA, ^^ 

ia^^ A\ 1 '^ ico^ .cD^oni\i tJLa.110 »ika.i \ ^ 1 \ ii^iiMO^ 
ciA^ >cu»o7 .ftL»i:9Q CUOCD3 »X >u»^f^c .ftL»i:sni cixuujlms 
.coi\cuiOLAj#3 f^iA^tiLi» »\ .acaiO .coioocaa >iia.*io ^co^K* 
.axsisna^ K'lAi^i r<lix.ci:^c .rdMSork..! K'AiaxiAM .in\T.f<^i^ 

»"* We should perhaps read ^i>^ |A 

ODE 30. 

•r^LftiuLsa anft)o kH'cd^ ^^_afA& oi\o^ .^^^oaA j^^^k".! 
.uoLio oa> lA^z..! A\y-^3 .t<i«ijsQ.<i orw-aaM A^. cuiLui\^f<'o 

.Vk f^^K'o^ .cfi^az. f<Lfti:9Q.i oiaX ^o .Ada r^ijso.i co^oiUo 
K'ii^^^saa .aciiA^r^.i rdsn.^^o .r^w^ii^ itdo vyAifia:^ i^ 
cuMJ^^f^o causQ OaAulK^.i ^Aftf^tA «^_ocaAaa2^7 .>CDa:^.T» r<A 

.ftL»cuAcD .ens 



o. s. 
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28] ODES OF SOLOMON :Uk 

ODE 28. 
^ciia\ot&i rdsno&o .^^oriA\p'i& JL^^ r^fiU.i r^i^^ vyK"' 

>\ \\ ^>\ f<:\ ftlsiMD .ocp ci3^o\ »Juio .lA&i^ aakiaSQ^ .cna 

^^.^Oa^o^ .w^\ nit f^.i >cDcL^iAa iiJsaAfio^^K'c .r0.iaf^ 

• iA kIjjO^ coftiur^ «^_ocaiJdoo , »innTic K^^osn rd\.i r^ja» 

.»X Ai^la^f^.1 *ciafl»o .Au&.ii^f^.i A\y-^ .lA coco ^u»:i 

• ^CCD ^.1 «^_ocaif<l\afi90 .tA i^oco r<lijaia& . i1a.*i ^1 
^ocb .lAsL yi\\\.i \\*w'^ .lA K'oco h\A t^ 1 1 \i \\-^ 
«^^aicD •ne'Hxi& ft^n\% vyK" >ioi.'u»c'' .iuliuBDr^ f^iia^ 

•IajaK" f^%*n ^1 Klir^'^ ^^^Doiu^'i i9k\iiT^o ^.^oodAu^I^ 

,^o.*uL i*^ ltd Af^ i^_ococu»f<' ^ccD f<d.i IV^ Ai.vanr 

%jJLnn \\-gtt .CUlkAJLK' Kilo >ilOS» CUkAO'^ ^^^OCO^Oflkf^ 

,Jl^ ooco ^a:»v\^ iuf^lja^wo'^ i,_ocaii^o:i ^ ^oco 

^J5p.i OC0.1 r^i^o.1 .^■\;w COCD >iii.a ^.1 ^ i \ >t^o'7 

coAu^i^ re:so.iAiis« red.i l!k^^^ .o.iao^ o:^ «_ocaAM.<io 

.KLftoWco .f<:sua9 A^ ^ ocp lAusn caa\o . f^^so^ijao.! 

» Sic cod. : as Flemming suspected. 

^>-^ = ^l T^ ^avToJv voo-o-tiji • cf. Luke xiii, 34, 

c Schulthess suggests :»iv^A>^^ ^ Marg. 
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ODES OF SOLOMON [26, 2J 

* Cod. t^Tcwti 
ODE 26. 

cDiAua^ .ocp ci3i\cu 1^.1 A\^*w .cvAa.i f^d\at*.TD f^i\ix^ni 

.>cp cfA«.i fC'duiOAZ.^ ftl3i^*w\ r<l2n.*i^o ia^^ rtUiJ.i:sa ^^ 
^o^ .K'^.io^ >q3 caL.i fe.^ai^^ f<90.«i^o reLl.sa«^ ^^^ 
.ocp caJu.i cni\*WAT ^^.^ocD^iuA rdsn.^i^o f<l»ci.i f^JC^i 
.^CfA K'io.l CUUSQ, Of^ .f<«i:9Q.*1 CD^Tx^QI .aiii.! n l*W^ 
CO-SQ OK"'^ .COZ^ i^i&j^^.! .I^LIjjA CflZ^ ft^-ll.! tiO-SQ OK'^ 

u%T^ ouso" .onsQa& ^ .\\^,i.i .f<lsa»isn JL^ aiui^ioQ.i 
>i\Ji^iv:^.i 000 ix\^ A^^gn" .KLftijao.! cc^icoq.!^ ^aVjiiu.! 

.r<l*oAXcD .ciA 

* Charles suggests ^ ^*i^ (I will pour), which is an improvement. 

ODE 27. 
cD^f^ >.llW:i KU»iis«.i A^^^ .tisaX ^.*ioo >.Vf<' Ai^i^' 



Ode 25, V. 10. Copt. *remoti sunt' 1. cjaaiS^ 
V. II. Copt. om. 
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25] ODES OF SOLOMON 

>^^ogi \ M ..*iaOf^ f^iiazjAM r<l*iJMO^ .^^..coaI.! vwi^" 
A \*w .oA^ua^f^o «^^aiaia coco ^A^a*i^iuSQ:i ^...^cd 

^ Cod. Asit^ 



ODE 25 [=Pistis Sophia, pp. 148 — 153]. 
A\y-^ ^ •»caAf<' AubiJk. vv^clAc •icuaoK' ^sn iv\JL&i\r^' 

v^o^i&.i A2^ .iCDCUVjjft" f<li' oc^o^ .t\nnn\ ^i^nmi 

^.i^n tA K^ccoi Kilo .tV^flr» ^o >ii*gat ^ |A Ausmd 

^ia:k.f^o .tjAoaAW vOaJM*.! A\y-^ ^ .rdikzjSQ iJLCiaA iJjsn 
•vy^OfluiVs r^L*fiftMC f^iiza rdlAiL^ iuccDo'^ .»A2a r^CDiOflk 

Ode 25, V. 7. B.-L. read ^i^-\:i for ^i^Ao 

V. 8. Copt. * et texisti me sub umbra gratiae tuae et superavi vestimenta 
pcllicea.' 
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kIa odes of solomoK [24 

msnx. f^oco h\^r^ f^ihf^o^^ .en%\\ i\oco f<l*^f^o .cbAdAA 

.r^f^ll^^i^ f<^n w d^ioj^ ^lA^o K'i^oicai ^i*w\^ .oocd 
A^^ .KlL\H h\o\ r<x^i AujJ'^ .K'^ii^ kLmicK" ^:ia^o 
K'oco f^'i^ft'.l ^.U^O .f^\\t\^ JOi^opi Kd\jA rei2».l-:k.3 

• tA\^f<'.i rdat*!* cfue^i^ •VM^ft'ci'^ .r^i\oi4if<' «^ocq1^ 

f<^cfAf<^.l cfiibA^a r<A«iuAi .i^Auai f^iuAi& f^^i-^j^ ^.1 

• Barnes suggests ^d\^, as if ^^auS were repeated from the previous word. 

ODE 24. 
i^lJMIO .oA f^'ocD r^x*ii A^^ .ft^tinT*W JL^ ^i&^ r^CU^ 

^■^ ^ T OOCDO .flufia&^f^i^ aA»ii&^f< r<l2nocD^o *^%\^rf*-^ 

OA^a\^^ .K'ocp «^cfA*.i ne'oqj f^.i^ \\rt .K'^oakKlsn 
f<^iTu*Tfi >cQa o.^iar^o .KLfti^n.i cn^nA\^n rd2»ocoi\ ^:i 

» =r ^ircVny, cf. Gen. i. 3 (i<^"^en) ^ Cod. cuitt&^^o 

<^ Cod. ^ti ut videtur. 
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23] ODES OF SOLOMON A 



•lOft" ^oco f<\it» f^i" .r^lluA f^'^cai.i^jsa ^oo^o 



oiA^o .v^f^l^ ^.^u^ai^ r^^uo^r^Aix. K'ocDi^o'^ .^3jj^o 
.r<l*aiXco .f^lau.iA:i r^^sn^s^ Aua iuccoo .vvi^a&L^ Aula 

ODE 23. 
«^_aicD ^^ r^ f<\r^ .ax i ¥ n\ 1 ausno . r<lzJi'.*io.i K'^c.v*' 

.009 f<i 1 \i f^lacXAt^ .Auz^ia ^ Qrni\ ^Aa^^.i «^^cd 
^sn >cocr<li^.i ^^jxjco »^_r^ i^K" .»cDai Tn\ 1 ousno 
CD^3^ .f<*wftiw t<\^ f<lsa»iao.i coAi^.^ua o^cd^ .iuz*ia 

Kl*.iyf^ ft'i^i.^^ A^ A^cDic^ .f<'ii\^ni f^'.iAixjsn.i ft'AuLo 

ia^ r^lJUM .coJ^Aui K'iaL^ *^^OCfA K'OCD Ayi^t. f<l\.l 



Ode 22, V. 12. Here the Coptic texts have gone astray, under the influence 
of the Gnosticism in the mind of the writer, who brings in the * light ' from the 
story of Pistis Sophia. The text of Schwartze is * et uti lumen sit duplicatum 
iis omnibus ' ; and the Gnostic Targum is * ut tuum lumen sit in iis omnibus.' 
But Petermann notes that for * duplicatum ' we should read * fundamentum.' 
This brings the t^xt nearer to the Syriac, which may be taken as correct 
in these concluding sentences. The Coptic *opulentiam' for the Syriac 
* kingdom ' is an error which Schmidt has corrected in his German translation. 
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J^ ODES OF SOLOMON [21, 22 

ODE 21. 

• tJt&i ^oA rdsn.icri tA oocoo^ .r^icocu AixaAo i^l&aza* 
KLL&K" Kli^Aof^ f<lL&r^ .ftlsKL^ «^_ocaj3 Ai^^ .*i^ 

.Kigali CD 

* Cod. i^*w: 

ODE 22 [=Pistis Sophia, pp. 154 — 160]. 

iJX9.*ii^^ 1.19.1 cco^ .A rtlSMiio^ K'iu^.^M yi\*gB.i bcoc^ 
vyf^ f^'iafioK'.i f^l\y\nT. |A •aciiA.i ocb^ .kJ^I >\ \ no 
-^^**^ ^ r^liAl^ ».l.Vf^L9 »duMLfi9.l OCD^ .^^^OJK" K'iiLr^.l 

^K"^ .01:^.11 .l^Df^.l >CDOlA^ A^ fJ^OOAAf^'O .>CDCUe*l 
f^'OCD VyiiS VCOX. l^K* AdLSO .|^^l.Uk.O ^^ ^OCD 
%M^f^ iufiULf^O .^K'ilZ^a CO^isoi^ V^JU^A* AAam'^ . iA 

^Jdo ^..^Olf^ j^Aja\o^^ .v^ y\\ ^iai*m.l ^A*r<A r^U»iort^ 
rtlsnV^ AlAfift.j9 .K'&UJM ^J^ ^^^OJK" ^V&O .f<\ 

a I. ^:i^o. Cf. Copt, et docuit me, 

*^^ Copt, venenum hujus qui dicit [malum], ^ Copt, iiberasti. 



Ode 22. In V. 6 the Coptic *in omni loco circumdedit me nomen tuum' 
requires, as Schulthess points out, that we should emend vyva to vy'i&. 
So too Diettrich. 
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20] ODES OF SOLOMON 

A\^*w r^iuM i^xa v<\o .&IOCD Ai,»f<n i ^ up r^oco KtX^ 

^l\^o .r^^io^a^ ^iAMr^c'^ .i^r^U-i^o f^.*U»or^la jklao 

c Cod. t^m^cA^a 



ODE 20. 

ciAo .r<illr^ «^^5]a^sa ocp coAo •»ii^ff^ r^L»ij:3Q.l f^llcfxA^ 
vyr^ ^a\. i^ccD Kl\^ .cpA^iTu^gfl.! rtliaiCLa f^lAf^ oiaJsn 

f<d&ff^O .^u^Al^.l r^U^9a.*i=i^ f<Ui.&aJ rtllai^ r<l\^ .Klz-^l 

^^o cpAiA^iftii ^^ A n nAio^ .f^A^ mA n t.A^ vWsn.TA 
.cpAiA I flri t»»i f^^ uAiiT.Aia ff^iijLa «^_CD.ii^o .co^oa^ 

*-* The MS. has v^xsii^ ^^£n:i, which is clearly corrupt : but v^xsii is 
repeated by an eye-error from the previous line, and the correction of ^^!=n:i 
to t^ftsnti is obvious and easy. 
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U ODES OF SOLOMON [19 

.^ff^ .^.li r<l\ ff^^eiA«ifl90 .vO^a^ Kl>\^ax, >CDO^f^ 

OfuiL^p'^ .r^Lsf^\:s9n coiu^i^ oocoi \\y**i ^^^ocoiiaraAsaa 
i^cuaio r^ivAiOAaL^ .r^lsoA^JSO «^ ocas .4J^3 reUn^ ^ r^iix. 

ODE 19. 
^*^^^ ■ ^ if ^-^ ci9ii-ftiux.ff^o .}A .ai-^^ff^ r^ 1 \ t».l rt^ftt \' 

^^^ .can\>» r^.iiuLi iuT<!A4&fl».i f^oco r^L^^aAv:sn oAo^ 

^^^OJODO^ .^A^.*U f^A .*ia^ f^rw\\\ r^l\\aij di«aca*o .r^lsf^.! 

f<!^ttj»Ha ff^^oiia ff^Jsni^ ^ooDO .^.iLo ft^l\"i AtaJkLio 
A^l^o^ .coA «af<A f^.i f^iJa ^iLo ^AajjO^ .rc^r^lju^d 

* Cod. ^^o. Diettrich and Flemming retain the MS. reading. 

^ Barnes suggests «vaj^, which might answer to the *infirmatus est' of 
Lactantius : but query, as the passage would still be unintelligible. Batiffol- 
Labourt suggest an original Mirrtf. Cf. Gen. i. 2 : in which case we should 
have to add ^ before oafioiak. 

O.S. c 
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I^] ODES OF SOLOMON CU 

iXftftAXA .coAsnox. carAsLa f<»*i» ,asiio * re'aco •:i.:u-l ocoo^ 

vai^f^o .b^i^i jL..ib ^.1 rcdtia .ftdtift,.! KdKasa 4w.iVc9 
r^A»AiA.l A>^ ..i^r^ .1A A tUi^^^" 7i.i:sa reAo'^ .»»» 
^fc^^ocoi^ A^ iuocn Atrt'o" .^oco >4\*f^ kIik' ^sjmI^.! 
•Ufl^K' .1A T^rdX jaoaaLK' red.i ^^_aif^ rfisLMl t.^I^f^<5 
rdao^»A »^OA^o .7iau> rtd.l iii:^.T» ^co^o'^ .'Wre'.lO 

* B.-L. suggest that |A should be added. 

^^^ Something wrong here : perhaps j*i\^o ja^^ 

*^ Marg. ^'iafio^ • r **®- one copy reads ^'iafio^ instead of ^nSki^ 

ODE I8. 
tOpaiuiT K'.i .i^^r^o Tt^^ii,sa.i coacuiLa ^a\ )a*idi\^r^' 
• coLm ^ «^_oi&l r<l\.i vyK' »»I.1CD cos^^r^^ .i^ox. .*ua 

r<l\ Af^ . Kl&oxu ^ ff^iftCQi Kl&.iu r<l\^ . vylsnox. »i*t 
.vousa* ^ia& .tsnxao^ k'^oaA^ .r^^aSl^i ^ f^iix. jaoi^^^ 

» Cod. 00:1:^ »>-b Cod. ,^^ ^ 
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M* ODES OF SOLOMON [17 

»£naa M^Af^^ .019 »\ ^r^ i^^cusaaodo .co^uit ^71 iA\^ 
iCDaMA»i.i r^f<\5Xfia\^ .coiu&^^i ix^iuNa^o ia90.*i^*r^.i 

f<lib.lKl\ t^lSWr^ OCd" . CoA|1Tu*«i\ Kl^kSOZ. 1X11.11^0 .%€OO^SL^ 

• KlaiiaA ^^r^o rt^i^t, A»icn'^ .Klsaia f<jLs« a^oi^o 

f<lA\ f<l&CaU».l rt^AcOAflO .OCD r<T^T 1^10901.1 rt'^KlMAflff '^ 

^.1 r^Au^ .vcai ff^ocai.i KlsnoA f^T^WT, ^.1 .vl^'^ .ocb 

^ ia\.i ^.usn Au\o'^ .^Jbosn r^oAf^i cn^our^ .*u> ^ 
.r^eioRU Aa3 ^.la ^ i^ocd ^eoohisr^ oco.i A!\^ . f^^ij^so 
r^i&u>aAaL^ .cQa\.i f^AiiTu^no .coco cnAiisaa r^Soi^o^ 



ODE 17. 

.Aiai&i^f<o ona ^i^ooo .AuaLfiftl r^^.*u* f<l&o^i&.i r^^ecsnno 
.h\%\\ Kl\o cbi^ ^tf^o .tJi^ia.l r^iVL.! f^AinTt>mo^ 
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15, l6] ODES OF SOLOMON 3« 

vyr^o^ .f^^xsn vyjuSULi^ ^ala A&a3 .|A a»^i& r^lZAna 

ODE 15. 
.CQJSQCU ^ i ^ n3 ^ i\ >f^ 00b r^di\o:i^ f^T^T.,i r^v^r^' 

tCDCLoAVo tT^WT. CUOCD.1 \\pB^ .009 f^^AijdQ i^O.*U» f^Ll&09 
AuLO^ .»i&f^ ^ f<JSkOJL»» JL& ff^ijL 031030JO . |409aAAr^ 

f^*.ir^ lA |009^ .f<JLAXJk cn *^a i\ AuftV-MO it^'i i \ oi-s 

AlOlA^ff^O .ff^Ai^.Tft.1 f^A^nTu^W |A ^003^ .091ia^ iukdJULO 

iiacaio mAiol ^ti^o .AmiuL r^di^fiu^A^ Kluiorc^ .09.T»r^la 



*aoXft 03 



'^ 



Afu»^r^ ff^di\aa.sa^9 .o3^nni\yn r^lLujA iuilx.0 .oasoz. .*ua 
oia^lftla ,pifl9o'^ .|Ai\?tta iOA^^r^ Aoax.o .t^o^i& >.*ia ^ 

.f^oAloj 

»-* = ficyaXoirpcn-Cia. ^ = t^ OtnfroK ^^~^ = f aM7 atfavoros. 



ODE 16. 
r^i!^iaOii.i 03.121^0 . fcb rOjauo i^ia^K'.l 09.1^:^3 r<ill|Ar^' 
f<Uij=n.i ocb K'laSQVM 1.1:^ *&r^ t^lifkos^ .Kl^f^.! ebii\^ 
A!|^^ .^K' oiiukAz.^ iXuAoSko »^aisnor^ .os^uicuL^ia 
.»030ir^:& r^oo9 Klft^ i^d&ttl f<lso.*i^o t-aii loooi^ oiaajj.! 
* Schulthess emends to *^:j^ 



a 
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-\» ODES OF SOLOMON [13, I4 

o^.iir^o^ ^^.^crA K'ocn ^r^.i ^rusa .tm ^cA .*u» oWsoo 

AA^cpio . f<lsa>TSoi ca?gaa& «^oorA AA2Q3 A\y*gn .k'^ouozs 

KllCD 1^93 ^A»r^ ^^poAjso!^'^ .000 r^laClM CDiil.o .OCO 
•kIaoWcd .cDiiaLa r^L«isa\ cUi..*uo .>:um Aa ci^.iaiii.rc' 

** Cod. add. in marg. 



ODE 13. 
^ff^ au»o r<ii\ clm^ .ocb Kl^ijdQ «^_^vi*:m r^co' 

.ai^a\ ^vA-^^a ^rtlsncLsn r<A.i^ ^^ocoiio^ .coo t,nin\o 

.r^cA^cD 

*—* — aifiiafjLOi. 



ODE 14. 

•AAD^ kAo .f^^iJsn viJsa vySOMi f<A^i^ r<A^ .tAioiko 
r^ia.T::3QO ,voii^w> ^ti^a »i::3Q A A^one"^ .vy^o^aftii ».isa 
vyJ90ia i&x.re'^ .vo^si^ A^ r^^iiA rtl2n.*i^ .|A »oa9 

i^AfiAr^^ .v<^GU».i >ci90ir<ld^o .»i^al r^aa^ r^ijsa vvdi^cunAio 
vy»»ol.l Kiiuao^ .ff^ir<l& v^ ^si^f^n .vylix..! rC'^^'iASO^ 



I 
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12] ODES OF SOLOMON •a* 

^a2l&cdo .Kli^ ff^nii^ ^najL.i .^vfiuL vyk\iL& ^^^cqIa i^cd'^ 

. A i\yi.i 'pxss^ cos Au\a .vy^a^.li&a r^l^i^ ^^^ ^^ i^^^ 

*» Sic cod. 
ODE 12. 

.icpa*gn\^\ f^lsoAii^sQ caaca*a^ .cdicocu.i kIi^i^o .r^iftijL 

KliftAJLsoo •cD^u^i^.i T<laiiftt^o .eohi^x^MSnn Kli^.iosno 

r<l\.io^ .cbdi^OA^iMO cb^AlAa «&r^ Klifkco aiuo^ vyr^c 
r<l\r^ A^ laoicn f<\o .09^1^09 coft^r^ rd^^cuto 

ff^idsaa^ 00090 ..tmA ^*» oWsn cos ft^Sfi\\,o^ .lOJoiuK' 
.ff^^a«ax.o ne'^osojji ^003 oiis«o^ .0009 ^aa^Auui »^ojo9 

* Apparently the Ode has two different renderings of X6yo% 

^ Sic cod. but read OMi^iao 

^ It would be better to read mSuot^ 
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^■^^ ODES OF SOLOMON [ll 

.f^L»cuLlci3 .|^i^\\^\\\ ^rgg^ 00090 

* Read 



ODE II. 

.f<lx*:ia orufoia »Jii^ i^As^ f<l:daAisQ^ .r^L^iMX r^if<l& 
t-\ ^ocDO^ .casaCoM ^JSQ »i\^o o^uloA os^cA r^.\\o 
f^^lOKla .m^T*> r^U>iOf<!a ^i^cbio .i^LiaiOJ&X os^iot^ 
.a9Ai^.T» AuaittLi r^iuiMr<l\ r<l:sn.*i^o f^Auae*! ^^ .r<iii.3 
.aioAu<^ 009.1 reLft^rc" .r^iijL3 r^^o^z. A.^ ^ii^i^o^ 

•^^ujdb rtll.i f<I.4i» rtljuSQ ^ ^oio ^iui»r^o7 .^ofiftM 
.ff^Atauifi9 A^niT. f<\r^ .f<h\^^ kA.i Aioos r^ i^i^O^oiO^ 
.03^19090203 ^lAi^o^ .lOrAff^ KLsa^ijsa ^oA ^ui&^r^o 
cb^iaLO cbiuilx.o •r^L^iK' A^ f^L».iz. nr^o^^gSi Ai tiiT .o 
^o .03103019 »JAao^ mT.An\*i iJ^.ia» KL»iJsno'^ .t i*^ 
T<U»ox.i f^l^ir^ vyff^ ^oo3o" .Aam K1\.i iXmlaJi^ A^ 
ia^Af^ Ajk. f^Tnat. vyrt^ f<L»ijdQo'^ .ca*iKlSL9 r^toio 
AoafiB9di«r^o .f^f^^ Aaa t-^o^i&o .icqiK' i.il^'^ •f<::k.ir^^ 
.oiflft*3i^ >ji90r^o'^ .r^L» 1:^30.1 f^*wiOfin o24jui9 i^ijsojkj 
f^^ij^aX ^.i^»o'^ .f<LftisQ.i oa&aA»a9.i i^i^a^.i rtl&^ff^ 
^A^KtA f^l^ijdQ .»^ oai&9o!!^.i di^isQff^o .o9^aAx.di\ \\n 
•vyBaL».ii&9 K'l^K ^^j^oA iuff^.i «^.Ai030 .vc^lr^l9 ^aAa^:i 
" We should probably read pOio^o 
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9, lO] ODES OF SOLOMON > 

ODE 9. 
Af^n ^,^^\r^\ |A J3CD ^..^^ A^ff^o «^_a2LU.iff^ flUi^' 

i*^ cQixa^^ .cnmT*yi A^ .Aacjj^r^i r^AuurtD K'iiaxufiQ 

. co^ani\^i oai&^K'o oIam^i^^ .f<lsa>ij5tt.i co^^i^ oIaoo 

i^AaIa^ ^^..^di^coaui f^ ^^nftii.1 ^.^^oiccio ^^^^rtli rtlX 

osnxso^^ .cd^coa «^cl^o K'^cui^.it coiiAfiaio^^ .ooco rdAA^ 
a&).l ^AaK' «._ociA&o'^ .rd»i:sn.i r^T»W.^ crr^mn f<\>\'k 

.f^oilcD ^^.^QJDi&^^i rtUa^o .cnuJsn.TD «^_a|A r^u»o 

*»~* = cvayycXti^^u) yap Vfuv tlprjvrfv' cf. Is. lii. 7. *» Sic COd. 

ODE 10. 

.mm\r:i r^lf<l& Aisnr^.l »X acoaO^ .r^^osn r^.i »CDaM# io 
f^*iT*yi\o .cD^cA ff^^r^l^ol ^AS^i ^aLk'.i r^Aiz&A CuX^sni^ 
A^iiT.c Aux;k.^r^o AiL^di^ff^^ .f^^oiKUiA ne'iiaA^ r^AuAx. 

r^ itllr^o^ .occD ^i.iasai f<*i(iSh\ .i-iiu&r^ ajLU^i^f^o^ 
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•^ ODES OF SOLOMON [8 

T<iii s *■* «^_Ou^ r^ocb 0090 .>co ^^gfi^ ^ kIa^jso.! 

f^^^ .f^l2aAijdQ.i aiAi^.'u o\nno .i^iix..! KLda\^^ a^jaox.^ 

^l!^ioQ.i .^ojo3 »%if^ oi^" ^--..?^ f^K' ff^o.iji^.1 ^.usn 
o^.io^^ .COS ^i2i^iea.i »^_oio3 »^a i^ »co oi^^^ .oxn 
rt^nOM^ iJGOU»Ol'^ .A ^A^.*U r^lULa.i ^^ ai03 |Ai^.*U 

i^^oocoj f^.i >.«i ^o i^^coA r^K' •^.T^.i A\pff'^ 
f^llK''^ ^^oirf ^\n\^ f^Lir^ ^..^ocoi^o^i&o ^^^oir^ Ai\AAifi9r^ 
»^_0(kjLi.i ^^^.^Gol A\i,i\^ tJu.i k1a.i^o ^^^ocfijkjsn.ioi Aua^K' 

^ ocoa A\in\y^K'*^'^ .cfi-a ..^^flUff^ll.l iJu.i Klz*.*|i3 r<^ ■ti\ t» 

^^^coaAuK' ff^.vaL:^ ^*\. Jl»:i'^ ^^ ocoa r^Llr^ ^cii^ Klio 

ojjsn or^»i.Ta^ AaocA >axu A.&^o3 CLUsn^ ,f^disu»snn rc\x»MO 
.A\\n\o Aua^ f<la\o rd^..*i.SQ rOff<'^' ^^oca\ OttAa^^iea kc\.i 
ftlktff^o^^ . »n>^ ioafl9 Ju.l Tx<u..*gB> ^o ^..^oouiuff^ il*.io 

\\rt ,iSnaL ^ «^^*u»oiuLi f^lio .i^oa«.i) ^^ ocoAJSiQ.iaa 

.r^ijsn.i a3ioa«»ia ooao o^ok'o^ cu^^ .oqp ^^^cq^v .1 
f<liL»ifikO^ .K1a4j:i ocoa ^i^^^:! ^^^cuaio .i^niiui r^lala^o^ 
«^_ooA&A «^^GUik&iix.^ KlLaLjj KlX^o^ .jai-^^K".! oca.a 

.r^LftoWos ^^^^ci^aar^.i oijaozA .ft^Sfi\\, 

* Cod. ex errore ^o*^r.o^\ ; unless * clothing ' should mean the human 
body, the * coat of skin.' 

^ = €vSofo;<ra as in Matt. iii. 17. 

^ Sic cod. «^ Cod. 0:^^00^ 



O.S. 
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8] ODES OF SOLOMON a» 

Ta^ oiisn^^ .ff^AiiuA rtl2n.*i^ iuae*i=i ^ ii&Xcno .cdicdcu.i 
•iCLMf^la caLoia& \\pBO .r^isxs r^oco ausno .r^oco .mh\^ 
^A*rei\ oil ft! ^\ .»ci>oju.*iAa f^l^a^ii^sQ .^.Tft^o^^ .TKiJSQ A^ 
«^^anAJ.l^ .r^L«i.so.i coiuivSQ.i r^^oibvsso «^cfiA iuff<'.i 

.r^U»o OCD .iL»ia.l \\^ .conaui Kl*isa\ ^^ OuiTlc^ 

f^l*isQ.i cD^g-ii^y ^i:sav:9o.i ^ i V >r^ «^_cijsnvi^ .r^L^ii^so.! 
r^ocai r^lisncu vyr^o .^^^coftiasnvsn ^^^osinAO^ .r^!^fU^:sn 

h— h — Ki$dpa iroXvijxiivo^, *~* = fjL€yaXoTrp€V€ta. 

ODE 8. 

K^ird^ cuius«\^ .r^i^d&fiA r^ls>o.*i^o f<la\ ^ ^^^o^acui 
• cnicncua ff^^oi^^A oilbaJSttAo .relxJ»\*i^ f<JUM r^L^ij^A 
00091 ^.._aio9^ .OAdiSQ^f^ ^U3.i ^..^oios cooAA^r^o osnoa^ 
o!\^i^^r^.l «^_CblCD^ ^^_^iMa& Ai^i^r^.i eAL» rtlAs^a 
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\ ODES OF SOLOMON [7 

ODE 7. 

•i^i^tr^^ CD^CCSAAfifta i^^ 09^091 CD^n\^iT^*a^ .^f<^ftlt» 

ocp >^ajj .r^Aoa2u» r^ia.i ocd'^ .k^Ai^.^^.! ocb KLda\^i& 
>^JdQ .^.*u .r^ocort^ Kl\ .T^. ^ii.a.1 ocoo" .^coo.iiL^ ^^ 
.KW1a^9 milun t^Xu t^lacn A\y*gn" .r^ocDK' .*u^ ^oco :ia^.i 
\\*gff'3 .09^14*9.1® ^Jsn ^Aart^a caoJdo rel:kar^3 |A .acoftO 
^^flpcuar^o f^^\\ .1 f<i\*gnAT ,W\nM Kl\.i^ icoo^rf a.*oci9.i 
A\y^'^ ^^^jXJXf^ cnA^.Ll^ ^.A^r<l\ r^v^Au.i coA ^cn.^^ 

ax»^r<' .caisfujo ou»ior^ ^^\. f<Ai^.lA'^ .ooco «^_ocax^ 

^^^ Apparently an attempt to translate fiorjOov yap c^w tov Kvpiov. 

c-c = d<^^oi'o)s. ** Sic cod. 

« ^iwrui, for which Nestle proposes to read oviria, 

f-f=a<^tfapTos and cf. Rom. i. 23 ArawOVSn n^J^^ 

« -8 = Toi? tSiW avTov as in Joh. i. 1 1. 

Ode 6, V. 17. The Syriac * lived by/ answers to the Coptic *were saved 
by ^ : the Greek being ia-wOrfa'ay or c<r<i>^orro 8ia tov vSaros rrj^ (on^s. 
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6] ODES OF SOLOMON CI 

>f<\%>m\ tiur^ei juULO "pXSkX^ ^^\,» •fi^iVf .f^&i&c r^lai 

r^'oo^^ «^_ociA& cu^r^o .^.iJsaA^ f<isao .r^L^ii^ oal^ 

f^^a^JjO CUliAiff^'^ .iCDCLssO CU2A*CDdl\ff^.l ^^^O^CO .rClA^ULSQ 

dccD ^Aa^.i f<l:!9b.icoo'^ .^ff^ o.vtr^ r^^osn ^ n9k^\ »ood 

<*-** Read ^c»j ^r^s^.^^ ^:i (^ttI ^/w/fuj) Suf/wry Is. xxxv. i) and cf. 
Copt, infra. 

«~« Double translation of &viap0<»Hray (cf. Heb. xii. 1 2). 
'■-f = urxyaav (Is. xxxv. 3). 

Ode 6, V. 8. I should suggest an emendation to the Syriac, ^^ix.^ for 
^iu^, but it is not borne out by the Coptic, which has in the Targum * et 
duxit eos super templum/ and in the text 'et conversa est super templum.' 
*Duxit' would answer to the Syriac ^iu^, but an object to the verb is 
wanting. Probably the missing word is t^Ssn. 

V. 9. The Coptic text suggests that a line has dropped in the Syriac : the 
comment has 'baud potuerunt capere eam [loca] clausa neque loca aedificata/ 
and the text has *non potuerunt eum capere in locis munitis et aedificatis/ 

V. 10. There seems to be a slight displacement in the Syriac; for the 
Coptic Targum has *biberunt versantes in arena arida,' and the text has 
* biberunt qui habitabant in arena arida.' 

V. 13. The Coptic shows some variation : the comment has *acceperunt 
vigorem in me hi qui sunt soluti,' and the text has *accipiebant gaudium 
cordis, qui soluti erant.' 

V. 16. The Syriac has wapovcCa where the Coptic has irapp-qtria. Neither 
Greek word makes very easy reading. Perhaps the Greek was Tropco-ci avrCtv 
or 7rapaXv(r€t avrwv, in which case we translate 'they received strength for 
their paralysed state and light for their [darkened] eyes.' Cf. Is. xxxv. 3, 5. 
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CO ODES OF SOLOMON [6 

• iJJOViJil r^a t-&0.ll ^^^rell^ .ofi^JM f<U»r^ vyti n n i\ 

f^.l ^.^^avuti.! K'lCDca i^^^oA r^ocQi r^cfi i oar^ v^uu 



>JU%a oco 



^ 






ODE 6 \=Pisiis Sophia^ pp. 131 — 135]. 

f^Ll&CD^ ^\\*w''gn reUibo .r^i^UAsi r^rur^ r^l^ai^o.1 vyr^' 
rClf^ AAsosoo .f^^ijso.i couoi >sii.io2Jb red! 



.cn\ ng n\ >iCLa1 ^.*iJdQ KlXo • KlLaCUoja^i rt'oorU >.t:^ 
coAinni\yn.i .^CD ^.v^.! ^o .r^ijsn cDii:^.Tft i.^»r^^ 
^^_^u»oi^ .oaJSojcA ^ .aco* coAu»aajLi^o .^ tAcix»i^K'^ 
r^icoi ff^ocDO Kl^^ ^^\,. ji&i^ .^unT*jn k1z*.td ca.jjoiA 

»-a Perhaps ^-r^catt (Schulthess) but I follow the MS. 
>> Cod. 'i<i.T»:\ c Cod. ..^=aaj.i\^ 



Ode 5, V. 8. The Coptic expands the second clause thus: *et vicerunt 
eos potentes, et quae paraverant malitiose, descenderunt in eos.* 
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4, 5] ODES OF SOLOMON .1 

ODE 4. 
»coni^\uTi:i Kl\o^ .»cfAff^ reiau.*ia vvi^r^ .^\ut*w^ T^i^ K1\' 

.>\^^o .vy&ioa^ y n\ 1 i^^^ ousn^ ,r^'i i to k'Aoqcu 
vv^oIamo .vviu'ia ciA ^:uo^ .ocn .^^ru vOqAu»:i A!^^^ 
AiaciiA^ .ofA ^oocd"' i^'^"^^ f<^Vn\^ r^l&iiSllM psaio .ciA ^.*UA»r^^ 
^i&iaaM ^lji» r€\r^ .^LSn ^i^ iAfiajj.l f^oeo f^ .vydi^OSk^GUL ^ 
K'iftAi^ vyk:^aakSo a»^o ,v^i fti Vnr>i ^A:^ C90i'^ .v^|j:;n 

«ai)9^o ^o^^^ Aa&M rtA.i'^ .^cQa ^^9 ^OOa.! iA^pa.T^o 
.vA r^aco r<^\ X^ f<orAr^ vyr^ i^*^ >.XSO Aa'^ •^^r< 
di\»:L. f^L»ij^ ^K'o ,v^i*aa.%i3 iusLi^ ^ r^aco ^iooo 

a Perhaps ^^\uTi:t ji^a^xm ^ Cod. ^^^"n*© 

<^ Charles suggests ^no, * thy hosts rejoice therein *; but the MS. is torn at 
the edge, and there was certainly another letter. 
**-** Probably a double translation (? virocrTctX-i^s). 

ODE 5 [- Ptstis Sophia, pp. 113 — 117]. 
r^JsiMXsn^ .vA f^lai^ Toiji.i \\pn .Kl^in vA ^rtlir^ r^iosn^' 

*~** = c^o/ujXoyiyo-o/xat. **~^ = Soipcav tkafiov cf. Matt. X. 9. 

Ode 5, V. I. The Coptic has *for thou art my God,' instead of last clause. 
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ODE I. 
[^PisHs Sophia ii6 (tr. Schmidt): Texte », Untermch. Bd. vil. pp. yj^ 38.] 
[Dominus super caput meum stcut corona, neque ero absque 
ea Plexerunt mihi coronam veritatis, et ramos tuos in me germinare 
fecit. Nam non similis est coronae aridae quae non germinat ; sed 
vivis super caput meum. Et germinasti super caput meum : fructus 
tui pleni et perfect! sunt, pleni salute tua.] 

ODE 2. 
Deest. 

ODE 3. 

Priora desunt. 

#.* ## #. # # # 

.Kl«iM\ >4i»isa\ ^ocD .^.*u i^^ f<X^ .»X .n u^o rOK" 

K'OCDf^ kAo^ .^^K" rtllK" J&K" ciUJkjJ.i v^J^r<Ci^ .% t^I 
tff^lsa»ijao Kl^i^n ^oA f<^*wftn» iu^.i A\y^ .r<L»i^cu 

• K'ocai K'^OM r<A.i ccD J&K" .^f^l2n kA.I coA «SkaiioQ.i 
.__a^.*U.l ft^T 1 V 1 n rel^Ajsn.! .K'i^aA-^l kA.1 rtL»ij^.i 

* Cod. prima manu ^<»cc»:i<»o, sed ipse correxit. ^ Cod. ^^Suati 

« = €v8o#ci;o-cK (cf. Matt iii. 17). 
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